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onsite substation) within cleared farm land that has already been heavily 
degraded by grazing and livestock trampling. 

Ongoing consultation with Main Roads resulting in its agreement for the 
overhead 132 kV transmission line to pass overhead of Brand Highway, 
rather than passing underground, which avoided the requirement for 
additional clearing of native vegetation to facilitate an underground 
connection.

Disturbance of areas of riparian vegetation and drainage lines have been 
avoided including siting the nearest transmission pole outside of the 
streamline and limiting the number of trees removed.

Impacts to conservation significant vegetation and flora species identified 
during the historical flora and vegetation surveys have been avoided or 
mitigated through the design of the Project.

o Avoiding the Banksia attenuata Woodland over species rich 
dense shrubland Threatened Ecological Community (TEC) 
(SCP20a) (recorded by Outback Ecology 2010). This is a TEC 
listed under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (BC Act) and 
is commonly a component of the Banksia Woodlands of the Swan 
Coastal Plain ecological community, which is a TEC listed under 
the EPBC Act and a Department of Biodiversity Conservation and 
Attractions (DBCA) listed Priority 3 Priority Ecological Community 
(PEC) (DBCA 2023a). Consultation with DEC revealed that the 
vegetation community could also be considered consistent with 
the Swan Coastal Plain Banksia attenuata - Banksia menziesii
woodlands, a DBCA listed Priority 3 PEC.

Further discussions with  from the (then) 

and Communities Branch were undertaken as part of the 
later Outback Ecology (2014) study. These discussions 
explained that the physical disjunct (more than 50 km 
across bioregions) between the mapped vegetation and 
the community with which it has affinities TEC SCP20a 
(recorded on uplands centred on Bassendean Dunes and 
the Dandaragan Plateau (Gibson et al. 1994)) suggests 
that a meaningful floristic comparison and determination of 
status cannot be made. 

Hence the mapped vegetation is not considered a 
representation of TEC SCP20a. However, this vegetation 

o Avoiding all records of three Threatened flora species listed under 
the BC Act and EPBC Act (recorded by RPS 2023). 

o Avoiding the majority of records of nineteen priority flora species 
(recorded by Outback Ecology 2010 and 2014, Ecologia 
Environment 2016 and RPS 2023) and minimising the area of 
native vegetation to be cleared through detailed design, which 
kept the number of priority flora species records proposed to be 

practicable (recorded by Outback Ecology 2014 and RPS 2023). 

o Minimising the extent of Banksia Woodlands of the Swan Coastal 
Plain ecological community (Banksia Woodlands TEC) to be 
cleared (recorded by Outback Ecology 2014 and Ecologia 
Environment 2016). This is a TEC listed under the EPBC Act and 
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a DBCA listed Priority 3 PEC (DBCA 2023a). The approximately 
0.3 ha of Banksia Woodlands TEC to be cleared is adjacent to the 
unsealed access tracks to the Cataby substation and the sealed 
Cooljaroo Road to the Cooljaroo mining operations. Widening the 
existing access tracks from the new transmission line to the 
existing Cataby substation is required to ensure that all structures 

Woodlands TEC and avoid indirect impacts to Threatened flora species (i.e. star 
sun-orchid), the following avoidance and mitigation measures will be 
implemented during construction and operation of Project: 

 During construction, the Indicative Disturbance area boundary will be 
surveyed and delineated in areas of native vegetation prior to 
commencement of native vegetation clearing works. 

 Both topsoil and cleared vegetation will be stockpiled and returned to 
disturbed areas during rehabilitation in consultation with the relevant land 
managers. Rehabilitation will be undertaken in areas that are temporarily 
disturbed, such as the electrical underground cabling, access track 
batters, around the turbine footprints, which is standard practise for the 

 

 Dust management practice will be adopted during construction to ensure 
that excessive amounts of dust are not generated along access tracks 
and during clearing activities. 

 The Proponent prepared a Hygiene Protocol in April 2019 to comply with 
its licence to occupy Crown land (Licence 02804/1991_A9222973), which 
was intended to prevent the introduction of pathogens (such as 
Phytophthora dieback) and weeds within Crown Reserve 41986 
(unnamed Conservation Park). Vegetation clearing and construction 
works within Crown Reserve 41986 will be subject to the Hygiene 
Protocol (RPS 2019), which is anticipated to be required under a new 
licence to occupy Crown land. The Hygiene Protocol will include 
Phytophthora dieback and weed management measures to prevent the 
introduction and / or spread of Phytophthora dieback and weeds into and 
within the Crown Reserve 41986. 

 Weed management measures for the Project will include: 

o Limiting the number of Indicative Disturbance areas to minimise 
colonisation by weed species 

o Off-road vehicle use will be strictly controlled over the Project with 
no driving permitted off designated routes 

o If earthworks are required to take place in areas with existing 
weed populations, precautions will be taken to prevent the weed 
contaminated material being transported to uncontaminated areas 

o Material containing weeds will not be used in rehabilitation, and 
machinery operating in areas of known weed contamination will 
be cleared before leaving the area 

o If significant populations of weeds are identified spot spraying 
with glyphosate (herbicide) will be undertaken with a backpack 
spray device. The weed program will be maintained throughout 
the life of Project. 
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DWER on 17 October 2023.

The Proponent met with DWER officers on 31 August 
2023 for a pre-application discussion on the proposed 
clearing permit application. From these discussions, 
DWER recommended that: 

 If the Proponent intends to use the State 
accredited assessment pathway for the EPBC 
Act referral and the clearing permit application, 
the application is to be submitted once 
DCCEEW have made a determination on the 

 

 The Proponent will need to demonstrate that 
DBCA have been consulted and that there is a 
process to obtain authorisation to construction 
on their land. 

 The Proponent should obtain letters of consent 
from parties where the project footprint 
crossing their tenure (if even no clearing is on 
their tenure if possible)  

 Proposed offsets for significant residual 
impacts will need to demonstrate revegetation 
has been considered as an option and provide 
justification if revegetation is not proposed as 
an offset. 

 The clearing permit application should clarify 
be 

handed over to Western Power and become a 
public asset for the State government.  

During pre-submission consultation with DWER Tilt 
identified that DBCA had advised that the changed 
project footprint within Conservation Park R41986 (Lot 
4134/DP 240347)  could require assessment by the 
Conservation and Parks Commission. The change 
had been instigated by Western Power, who provided 
an amended infrastructure design requiring the 
change. Tilt identified that we were providing a 
summary of information to DBCA; however, would not 
be able to confirm when the Conservation 
Commission would make an assessment.  

Based on this advice DWER indicated that they 
believe that they would be able to accept a Clearing 
Permit application while the assessment from the from 
the Conservation and Parks Commission was 
pending, noting that DWER would not be able to 
approve the permit until the DBCA letter of Consent is 
received. Tilt has continued consultation with DBCA 
on this matter, the most recent advice is that there is a 
planned meeting of the Conservation and Parks 
Commission on 17 November and the change to the 
footprint will be considered at that time. Tilt has 
requested confirmation that the briefing paper to the 
Conservation and Parks Commission be provided to 




