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1. Executive Summary

A Native Vegetation Clearing Purpose Permit has been submitted for a proposal that
requires clearing of native vegetation at Lot 104/ 4500 Mitchell Freeway, Yanchep (the site).
This has application number CPS 10580/1 and is undergoing final assessment. This cover
letter updates information for the proposal under assessment.

The proposal is for the stockpiling of surplus fill material from the Yanchep Rail Extension
project which entered into service on 15 July 2024. Since submission of the application, the
PTA has worked further to reduce the residual environmental impacts and provide additional
avoidance, and minimisation measures to eliminate, reduce, or otherwise mitigate the need
for and scale of the initial proposed clearing of native vegetation. This has come about as a
result of additional spoil reuse opportunities being realised with a reduced volume of material
requiring stockpiling. This letter updates the information for the clearing permit application
including a reduction in the proposed stockpile footprint (from 8.4 ha to 5.98ha), reduction in
native vegetation clearing (from 2.4 ha to 0.98 ha), reduction in clearing of potential
Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo foraging habitat (from 1.74 ha to 0.98 ha) and a change in the
access route (from Lot 2, 351 Yanchep Beach Road to lot 10, 379 Yanchep Beach Road.)

The Public Transport Authority (PTA) requests the Department of Water and Environmental
Regulation (DWER) assesses the application with clearing of less than 0.98 ha of mostly
degraded or completely degraded native vegetation. Avoidance and mitigation actions have
been considered with no disturbance of Threatened or Priority Ecological Communities
(TEC, PEC) and minimal disturbance of high quality Carnaby Black Cockatoo foraging
habitat. The vegetation to be cleared has been assessed as degraded or completely
degraded and moderate quality Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo foraging habitat with a score of 0
— 4 using the Bamford methodology (AECOM, 2023).

The PTA would like to notify DWER that the initial proposed entry/ exit route (Lot 2, 351
Yanchep Beach Road) is no longer available due to the development taking place adjacent
to the site and has been changed to the property north of the site (Lot 10, 379 Yanchep
Beach Road). This is land for the future Mitchell Fwy extension and the Land titles and
Authority to lodge an application for clearing are attached at appendix 6. There is no clearing
required for the revised entry/ exit routes through this property. Some modification to the
Acacia longifolia on the verge is required for safety ingress and egress by the trucks. This is
regrowth having been previously cleared by Western Power for electrical line maintenance
works. Images are shown of the proposed access locations and of Lot 10, 379 Yanchep
Beach Road in attachment 3.

The PTA has worked with DWER to establish an environmental offset for the residual
environmental impact to the clearing of the potential Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo foraging
habitat. Due to the limited opportunities available to the PTA under its offset program the
PTA and DWER have agreed upon a monetary contribution. Details of the offset proposal
are provided in section 5.5.

2. Background

The Yanchep Rail Extension (YRE) project forms part of METRONET, a state government
program of projects to increase the size of Perth’s railway network. The project aims to support
the planning of integrated station precincts and the growth of the Perth metropolitan region.
The YRE project is an extension to the Northern Suburbs Railway (now known as the Yanchep
line) to support existing communities with improved transport connections and create new
communities through integrated station precincts. The YRE projectincludes 14.5 km of railway
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beyond the existing Butler Station, new stations at Alkimos, Eglinton and Yanchep, and
associated infrastructure. NEWest Alliance (NWA) has been appointed by the Public
Transport Authority of Western Australia (PTA) as the head contractor for the YRE project.
The PTA is proposing to clear native vegetation, required to construct a surplus fill stockpile
site to store approximately 160,000 cubic meters of surplus excavated soil from the Yanchep
Rail Extension project in a portion of Lot 104 / 4500 Mitchell Freeway, Yanchep.

The material is currently stored at the Yanchep stockpile which is on land privately owned
under lease agreements which are expiring this year. Landowners are needing the use of the
land following expiry of the current leases making this application an urgent priority for the
project.

The proposed site is approximately 12.4 ha in size, at Lot 104 / 4500 Mitchell Freeway,
Yanchep and is an undeveloped piece of land located approximately 52 kilometres from the
Perth CBD and 3 kilometres east of the Yanchep township. The site is zoned as a regional
road under the Metropolitan Regional Scheme for the future Mitchell Freeway, however the
development timeframe is unknown at this stage.

The scope of works within this Native Vegetation Clearing Permit (NVCP) application will
involve the minor cut and fill excavations for site preparations such as levelling and surface
water drainage to create a pad to store the surplus excavated fill. The site is predominately
cleared of native vegetation containing some pockets of mostly degraded or completely
degraded native vegetation, trees, and shrubs.

Site access will be through Lot 10, 379 Yanchep Beach Road to the north along current
tracks, and minimising further clearing, to allow access for the haul trucks. A letter of consent
is provided with this update.

The PTA commissioned AECOM Australia Pty Ltd to undertake a flora and basic fauna
survey and Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo habitat assessment of the proposed stockpile site
including a 20m buffer. (See Attachment 1). Although vegetation clearing as part of this
scope of works has been minimised where possible, native vegetation, generally in a
degraded condition, is required to be cleared. Approximately a maximum of 0.98 ha of native
vegetation is proposed to be disturbed. The avoidance and mitigation actions that have been
applied include avoiding a potential breeding hollow tree, the Banksia Woodlands Swan
Coastal Plain (SCP) TEC and Carnaby Black Cockatoo foraging habitat in the northern
areas of the site impacts. The access track has been designed to avoid native vegetation
and minimise impacts to Carnaby Black Cockatoo foraging habitat.

The NVCP application attached to this letter (Attachment 2) has been submitted by PTA and
NWA will be constructing the stockpile if the permit to clear vegetation is supported.

The YRE project was previously assessed by the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA)
under Part IV of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 with environmental approval provided
and conditions outlined in Ministerial Statement 1100 and 1129. The works proposed in this
application are not required for the operation of the YRE project, as the stockpile will be for
surplus material from the construction works. The area is also outside of the development
envelope for the YRE project. The YRE project entered into service and trains have been
running on the new line since 15 July 2024.

As this proposal is not a part of the YRE project as assessed and approved by the EPA and is
not required for the operation of the project, the PTA considers it appropriate to seek approval
for the clearing of native vegetation via a Part V NVCP and not an amendment to the approvals
(MS1100 and MS1129). The proposal site is shown in the Figure 1 below.
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Figure 1 Lot 104, 4500 Mitchell Fwy Yanchep surplus fill stockpile site

The PTA has discussed the submission of the NVCP with the City of Wanneroo who noted
that the proposed clearing area (Mitchell Freeway Reserve) is owned and managed by Main
Roads WA. Consequently, the City's influence over the land's management, particularly

5|Page



regarding clearing, is limited. If the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation
(DWER) invites the City to provide comments, they will offer their input however, they have
advised PTA that they are unlikely to have objections to the clearing of vegetation, given that
it is within a road reserve and aligns with the intended purpose of the Freeway Reserve.
There were questions provided by a different section of the city and these have been
addressed by the PTA. The application has been advertised on the DWER web site and no
comments were received.

The PTA discussed the submission of the NVCP with officers from DWER on 15 January 2024.
The main points are summarised below.

It is noted the proposed application area is within a mapped Environmentally Sensitive Area
(ESA). However, being within the buffer and not the community, Regulation 5 Item 1 for a
permanent structure, clearing exemption may apply. DWER received legal advice that the hard
stand with components such as drainage and compacted soil meets the definition of a structure
and if the proposed clearing is less than 5 hectares in a financial year then the clearing
exemptions may apply. The timeline for the stockpile storage is unknown however the
extension of the Mitchell Freeway is likely to be around 10 years away and the structure will
be permanent for that time. It is likely that this permanent structure will then become part of
the permanent road structure.

This letter provides a summary of the relevant background information associated with the
attached application (Attachment 2 — C2 application form) for a NVCP.

2.1 Avoidance and Minimisation Measures

The following avoidance and minimisation measures have been considered to eliminate,
reduce, or otherwise mitigate the scale of the proposed clearing of native vegetation.
Following the flora survey of the area, the flora diversity was considered low, the area is
composed of paddock and historically disturbed vegetation which is expected for disturbed
or highly modified areas on the Swan Coastal Plain. Of the 12.4 ha site, 8.42 ha was
mapped as completely degraded with the remaining 2.9 ha containing two native vegetation
communities. 0.36 ha of this was inferred as Banksia Woodland SCP TEC and the remaining
native vegetation described as dominated by Coastal Blackbutt (Eucalyptus todtiana) trees.
This is in the northeast portion of the proposed site and will be protected and avoided.
Maximising the height of the stockpile will reduce the footprint and by locating the hardstand
to the southern end of the proposed site. The proposed stockpile has been located in the
southern portion of the site to minimise impact to native vegetation which is more prevalent
and of higher quality in the norther portion of the site.

The project will avoid areas with significant environmental values by using already cleared
areas for the proposed works rather than vegetated areas and avoidance of habitat for
conservation significant flora/fauna such as quendas, wallabies and snakes and avoiding
high quality habitat for black cockatoos, such as habitat trees and foraging species where
possible.

The minimisation measures will incorporate staged clearing to assist fauna with relocating to
other habitat areas in the vicinity of the clearing. A licenced fauna spotter would also be on
site during clearing activities. Where possible the access track will be built on an alignment
of an existing track and through areas that are devoid of native vegetation. Work practices
such as demarcating and maintaining buffers to conservation significant flora and installing
temporary fencing during the clearing and the proposed activity will minimise impacts.
Temporary fencing will be erected around the Banksia woodland TEC patches with a 3-
metre buffer to the vegetation perimeter. Temporary fencing will also be erected around the
one known potential CBC breeding hollow tree with a 10-metre buffer applied.
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The footprint design has considered information from the surveys and studies for the best
area to minimise impacts from phytophthora dieback into the surrounding bushland. This
considers the onsite mechanisms to minimise indirect impacts to adjacent vegetation such
as the slope of the land and drainage considerations. Drainage will be retained onsite to
avoid any overflow into the adjacent bush forever site (288). The site boundary will also be
fenced to prevent any incidental incursion beyond the site boundary.

The proposed clearing is for the stockpiling of surplus fill material from the YRE project. This
would be used in the future extension of the Mitchell Freeway which will provide public
benefit as the population grows and residential development moves further north from Perth.
The reuse of spoil from the YRE project for the future freeway extension project is an
example of the work that is ongoing between agencies within the transport portfolio to
maximise efficiency any sustainability outcomes across the METRONET program of works.

Rehabilitation is not an option following storage of the surplus fill as the site will eventually all
be cleared to develop the Mitchell Freeway extension. This will be a future Main Roads
project which is currently unfunded however it is estimated construction could commence in
10+ years.

The proposed footprint for the stockpile is an area which avoids the significant vegetation. This
allows for retaining all vegetation interpreted as Banksia Woodlands SCP TEC bordering the
Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) owned and managed bush
forever land. The patches of native vegetation to be cleared measure less than 0.98 ha (further
reduced from 2.4 ha) but allows for a stockpile footprint of approximately 5.7 ha (further
reduced from 8.4 ha). With a stockpile height of approximately 4 — 8m (reduced from 10 m)
this will accommodate the estimated 160,000 m3 of surplus fill.

A site visit was conducted by a PTA Environment Advisor on the 28 July 2023 to better
understand the site conditions, the vegetation proposed to be cleared and the vegetation
surrounding the area. Images of the proposed stockpile site are presented in Attachment 3.
The proposed surplus fill stockpile area is located south of Lot 10, 379 Yanchep Beach Road,
west of 401 Yanchep Beach Rd and east of 351 Yanchep Beach Rd. Drainage of water will
be managed around the stockpile in line with PTA/ NWA management processes. This means
no water runoff will be allowed to enter the neighbouring properties. Construction of the
stockpile and access track is planned to commence from April to October 2025 pending the
approval of a NVCP.

The Project Manager, in discussions with Main Roads WA (MRWA) investigated other
potential sites. One site, to the north, however, was not deemed suitable due to the
requirement for clearing native vegetation to create an access road. The area was also limited
in size for the volume of surplus fill that could be stockpiled. The preferred option at Lot 104 /
4500 Mitchell Fwy Yanchep, represents the best option based on constructability, size of
footprint, long term access solution and was chosen for the following reasons,

It is close to the YRE Project, where the material from the existing project stockpile will
be drawn from;

The site falls within the future Mitchell Freeway extension and the proponent, MRWA, will
utilise this material; and

The site is largely cleared, with only minimal disturbance of vegetation required via a
native vegetation clearing permit under Part 5 of the Environmental Protection Act 1986.

The stockpiled material will be a maximum height of approximately 4 - 8 m.

In support of the NVCP for the proposed construction of the stockpile, a spring flora and basic
fauna survey (Flora and Fauna Survey Lot 4500 Mitchell Freeway, Yanchep) was performed
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in accordance with Technical Guidance-Flora and Vegetation Surveys for Environmental
Impact Assessment (Environmental Protection Authority, 2016) by AECOM Australia Pty Ltd.
A summary of the survey results is listed below, and the shape files are attached (Attachment

8).

No Priority or Threatened flora species were identified.

Two native vegetation communities were mapped including a Banksia Woodland,
with one Floristic Community Type (FCT 28 — Spearwood Banksia attenuata —
Eucalyptus woodlands) and an Acacia Shrubland. One disturbed/altered community
was mapped as Paddock cleared.

The Threatened Ecological Community (TEC) Banksia Woodlands of the Swan

Coastal Plain (SCP) was recorded, extending 0.36 ha.
Vegetation condition ranged from Completely Degraded to Good.

Three conservation significant fauna species were recorded:
- Carnaby’s Cockatoo (Zanda latirostris) listed as Endangered under the
EPBC Act and Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (BC Act),

- Quenda (/soodon fusciventer) listed as Priority 4 by Department of -
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA), and

- Black-faced Cuckooshrike (Coracina novaehollandiae) listed as Marine
under the EPBC Act listed Marine. The Black-faced Cuckooshrike is only
protected under the EPBC Act on Commonwealth land.

Fauna habitats represented potentially suitable habitat for an additional three
conservation significant fauna species;

- Black-striped Snake (Neelaps calonotos) (listed as Priority 3 by DBCA),

- The Swan Coastal Plain shield-backed trapdoor spider (/diosoma
sigillatum) (listed as Priority 3 by DBCA), and the

- Western Brush Wallaby (Notamacropus irma) (listed as Priority 4 by
DBCA).

One species listed as a Declared Pest s22(2) under the Biosecurity and Agriculture
Management Act 2007 (BAM Act) was recorded being Echium plantagineum.

Plant species recorded include 18 weed species and 42 native species.

Thirty-nine Coastal Blackbutt — Eucalyptus todtiana at DBH of >300mm.

Other studies undertaken on the proposed site are as follows, and reports attached.

Aboriginal Heritage Survey of Lot 104, 4500 Mitchell Freeway, Yanchep prepared by R
& E O’Connor Pty Ltd.

4500 Mitchell Freeway Phytophthora Dieback occurrence assessment by Glevan
Consulting

Unexploded Ordnance Field Validation Survey of 4500 Mitchell Freeway, Yanchep, by
OPEC Systems Pty Ltd

2.2 Self-assessment of stockpile activity and potential impact to Commonwealth
Matters of National Significance

The process includes considering the features of the environment, what is likely to be
impacted and the sensitivity to impacts. How significant will the activity be on the
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environment including both direct and indirect impacts.

The flora and vegetation survey undertaken at the site indicates the native vegetation is of
poor quality (mapped as mostly completely degraded and degraded). There does however
exist a small area that has been inferred as being vegetation of Banksia Woodlands of the
SCP, TEC due to its proximity to the adjacent bush forever site managed by DBCA. Other
banksia woodland vegetation ranked as being moderate quality for Carnaby’s Black
Cockatoo foraging habitat is not sufficient to be classified as Banksia Woodlands SCP TEC.
The vegetation is fragmented and scattered amongst what is classed as paddock cleared.

The survey area is part of the future Mitchell Fwy and is immediately adjacent to the
Yanchep National Park containing 2,800 ha of vegetation with suitable foraging trees.
Clearing of this habitat is unlikely to be detrimental to the ongoing success of Carnaby’s
Black Cockatoos. The Banksia Woodlands SPC TEC will be temporarily fenced, and the
proposed stockpile will avoid it. There is also a mapped hollow tree which will be protected
during the clearing activities.

The assessment resulted in an insignificant impact to the clearing of approximately 0.98 ha
(further reduced from 1.7 ha) of potential CBC foraging habitat with a quality score of 0 — 4
and ranked as negligible to moderate using the Bamford method.

3. Native Vegetation

The establishment and construction of the surplus fill stockpile site will require the clearing of
native vegetation up a maximum of 0.98 ha (further reduced from 2.4 ha) within a total
disturbance area of 12.9 ha, (Figure 2). A flora and basic fauna survey and Carnaby’s Black
Cockatoo habitat assessment have been undertaken. A vegetation survey of a portion of Lot
104 / 4500 Mitchell Fwy Yanchep, was performed in spring 2023 by AECOM Australia Pty Ltd
- Attachment 1. At this time the vegetation condition was rated as varying from completely
degraded up to good.

A description of the native vegetation at the proposed clearing area at Lot 104 / 4500 Mitchell
Fwy Yanchep is provided below based on the biological surveys conducted for the disturbance
area. The digital survey information has been provided in accordance with the EPA’s
Instructions for the preparation of data packages for the Index of Biodiversity Surveys for
Assessments (IBSA).

The survey recorded the following vegetation communities (as well as previously cleared
areas) within the proposed disturbance area at Lot 104, 4500 Mitchell Fwy Yanchep (Figure
4).

e BmApMp: a Banksia and Eucalypt woodland (B. attenuata and B. menziesii low woodland)
(2.75 ha);

e ArHhCm: a dense Acacia shrubland with low native diversity (Acacia (lasiocarpa),
rostellifera, cyclops - Tall shrubland) (0.54 ha)

o Paddock: disturbed/cleared areas with sporadic native trees and shrubs (Isolated trees
(Coastal Blackbutt [Eucalyptus todtiana]) over introduced grasses and herbs.) (8.42 ha)

The vegetation condition within the proposed clearing area ranges from Completely
Degraded to Degraded (Figure 3). One Declared Plant (Echium plantagineum) listed under
the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007 (BAM Act) and no Weeds of National
Significance (WoNS) was identified in the proposed clearing area. A breakdown of the
proposed disturbance area (as shown in Figure 2), vegetation type and condition are
summarised in Table 1.
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Table 1: Summary of Proposed Disturbance Area and Vegetation Type and Condition at 4500 Mitchell Fwy Yanchep.

Disturbance | Vegetation Type Condition

Area (ha) Rating
Type % of total area (5.97 ha)

0.98 B. attenuata and B. menziesii low open | 16 Degraded
woodland

0.0 Acacia shrubland with low native diversity | O Degraded

4.99 Paddock cleared Isolated trees (Coastal 84 Completely
Blackbutt [Eucalyptus todtianal) Degraded
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Figure 2 Proposed stockpile boundaries showing vegetation to be cleared.
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3.1 Banksia Woodlands SCP TEC

The proposed clearing area has a maximum of up 0.98 ha (further reduced from 2.4 ha) of
native vegetation and avoids the Banksia Woodlands of the SCP TEC. (Figure 4). The
survey vegetation proposed to be cleared was recorded to range from Completely Degraded
to Degraded and includes Banksia Woodlands and isolated trees (Coastal Blackbutt
[Eucalyptus todtianal)) in cleared paddock.

There is one vegetation community noted that was assessed as being representative of a
TEC being Banksia Woodlands of the SCP. This is not within the proposed clearing areas.
See Figure 2 for the proposed clearing area.

AECOM Australia Pty Ltd identified likely locations of Banksia Woodlands SCP TEC and
patches were considered for interpretation and assessment where there was a dominant or
co-dominant overstorey of B. attenuata, B. menziesii, B. prionotes or B. ilicifolia. FCT
analysis was completed for sample data considered likely to represent the TEC as per the
DBCA Methods for survey and identification of Western Australian threatened ecological
communities (DBCA, 2023) and the EPA Technical Guidance — Flora and Vegetation
Surveys for Environmental Impact Assessment (EPA, 2016). The assessment then
determined whether the quality of the patch is suitable to meet Matters of National
Environmental Significance (MNES) standards.

One patch was assessed against the key diagnostic characteristics outlined in the DEE
(2016) Conservation Advice which were considered as meeting the key characteristics, size
and condition threshold to represent the Federally protected community. (Table 2) Two
quadrats adjacent to the study area and one relevé in the study area represent FCT 28
Spearwood Banksia attenuata or Banksia attenuata - Eucalyptus woodlands were used to
confirm the presence (See Appendix E of the report— Floristic Community Type Analysis
Results in AECOM, 2023). This FCT is not specifically listed as a Threatened or Priority
Ecological Community within Western Australia, however it is regarded as a sub-community
of the Banksia dominated woodlands community. Where this community occurs within the
Swan Coastal Plain IBRA region it is considered to represent the Banksia Woodlands of the
Swan Coastal Plain TEC under the Federal Environmental Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation (EPBC) Act.

The Banksia Woodland TEC is mapped for 0.36 ha within the study area. All other areas of
vegetation community BmApMp were dominated by Eucalyptus todtiana and separated from
Patch 1 by a break in Banksia canopy of more than 30 m. None of these areas met the key
diagnostic characteristics or condition thresholds based on preliminary observations. They
were not dominated by Banksia spp, mapped as Degraded, and less than 2 hectares. These
patches are therefore not considered part of the TEC.
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Table 2: Patch 1 Banksia TEC Assessment

Patch
identification and
location

Patch 1 is located on the eastern boundary of the survey area,
directly south of Yanchep Beach Road. It is represented by Q1, Q2
and R2.

Key Yes, as below

characteristics

Location Yes, on the Swan Coastal Plain.

Soils and Yes, on the Spearwood System.

landform

Structure Yes, includes and overstorey of B. attenuata and B. menziesii as a
low open woodland.

Composition Yes, overstorey of B. attenuata and B. menziesii over shrubs, herbs
and grasses.

Condition Samples sites indicate low native plant species diversity and weed
cover ranging from 3.9%-100%. Condition is considered Good as per
the Conservation Advice.

Soil type and Grey-white sand.

colour

Landform Undulating sandy terrain.

Tree Data Species Q1 Q2 R2

including height, Height | Cover | Height | Cover | Height | Cover

canopy, percent B. attenuata | 400 10 200 7 400 6

cover and B. menziesii | 300 6 350 13 400 2

dominance. E. todtiana - - - - 600 15

Native understory || Species Q1 Q2 R2

present (%) and Cover (%) 50.1 37.2 5.8

diversity. Diversity total 20 24 7

Weed cover (%) Species Q1 Q2 R2

and dominant Cover (%) 3.9 5.7 100

weed species Dominant species | No clear dominant Ehrharta calycina

Size of patch Within survey area: 0.36 ha
Estimated total extent: >100 ha
Summary This patch is part of the larger Yanchep National Park Banksia

Woodland. The patch meets the condition and size thresholds to be
considered representative of the Commonwealth listed TEC.
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Figure 4 Vegetation Communities and Banksia Woodlands TEC extracted from AECOM 2023
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A breakdown of the vegetation condition of the proposed clearing area is summarised in Table
3 below. This information is based on GIS data (shapefiles Attachment 8) and is presented in
Figure 2.

Table 3: Summary of vegetation condition of the proposed clearing area

Total Area Disturbance Vegetation condition (ha)
(ha) Type
Completely Degraded Degraded
5.97 Stockpile area 5.0 0.97

4. Threatened Fauna and Fauna Habitats (Carnaby Black Cockatoo)

A basic fauna survey was conducted in accordance with the Technical Guidance —
Terrestrial Fauna Surveys (EPA, 2020).

Six detailed habitat assessments were completed throughout the survey area (See HA 01 to
HA 06 in figure 5) to determine the potential for these habitats to support conservation
significant species. Breeding, foraging and roosting assessments, developed based on the
current EPBC Act Referral Guidelines for Three Threatened Black Cockatoo Species
(DAWE, 2022), were completed in the survey area for Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo. Breeding
habitats were assessed by quantifying the number of trees with potentially suitable hollows
and those that have the potential to form hollows (based on their diameter at breast height
[DBH]). An assessment of roosting habitat includes consideration of features such as water
sources, tall trees, and specific tree species as defined in the Referral Guidelines. Foraging
habitat was assessed by calculating a foraging value score, a size threshold of 10 ha applies
to foraging habitat. The Bamford (2020) scoring tool was used for the Banksia Woodland
fauna habitat resulting in a score of 0 - 4 and being mapped as Moderate Quality. Negligible
quality habitat consists of the Paddock cleared and Tall Shrubland habitat types. (See figure
6). Three of the habitat assessment locations were within the southern section of the study
site where it is proposed to locate the stockpile.
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Figure 5 The survey effort showing locations of quadrats (adjacent to study area), relevé and fauna habitat assessments.
extracted from AECOM 2023
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Figure 6: Foraging Habitat Quality for Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo—extracted from AECOM 2023
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The Banksia Woodlands habitat primarily occurring along the northeastern edge and totalling
2.75 ha (28.0% of the survey area) can provide shelter and foraging habitat for small
mammals like Quenda Isoodon fusciventer (listed as Priority 4 by DBCA). It would also
provide suitable habitat for the Black-striped Snake Neelaps calonotos (listed as Priority 3 by
DBCA), and the Swan Coastal Plain shield- backed trapdoor spider Idiosoma sigillatum
(listed as Priority 3 by DBCA). Table 4 illustrates the suitable habitat for significant fauna
species within the survey area. This patch is being excluded from the footprint of the
stockpile area.

Table 4: Total area (ha) of suitable habitat for significant fauna species within the survey area

Proposed Site | Proposed Native Vegetation | Moderate Value Black
Total Area (ha) | Clearing Area (ha) Cockatoo Foraging Habitat
Area (ha)
12.4 Up to 0.98 (reduced from 2.4) 2.75
4.1 Foraging

The larger trees (Banksia and Eucalyptus trees) present within the Banksia Woodlands are
suitable foraging species for Carnaby’s Cockatoo (listed as Endangered under EPBC Act
and Biodiversity Conservation Act). The Western Brush Wallaby Notamacropus irma (listed
as Priority 4 by DBCA) may also use the Banksia Woodland habitat for foraging and shelter
although their preference is for seasonally wet areas with low shrubby thickets.

Paddock cleared is the dominant habitat in the survey area, occurring over 8.42 ha and
comprising 72% of the vegetated survey area. The understorey is comprised mostly of
weedy grasses and herbs and include isolated trees of Eucalyptus todtiana, with very
occasional Banksia species. Shrubs include sporadic clusters of Acacia saligna and Acacia
rostelifera. They represent foraging opportunities for Carnaby’s Cockatoos; however, these
isolated trees contain limited small hollows.

The survey area has been assessed as a score of 10 ‘High-quality foraging habitat’ using the
DAWE 2022 guidelines for Carnaby’s Cockatoo as the survey area contains mature Banksia
Woodlands, with suitable foraging species including multiple proteaceous species and
Eucalyptus todtiana trees.

AECOM Pty Ltd provided a refined foraging habitat value considering characteristics of each
fauna habitat type and there being substantial suitable foraging habitat adjacent to the
survey area. A Moderate Quality for the Banksia Woodland and Negligible Quality for the
Paddock Cleared and Tall Shrubland habitat types were mapped according to the Bamford
(2020) scoring tool. This is a realistic score and quality given the degraded and completely
degraded condition of the vegetation at the site.

4.2 Breeding

A total of 44 potential nesting trees with a suitable DBH (>300 mm) were recorded (Figure
6). This consisted of 39 Coastal Blackbutt (Eucalyptus todtiana), four Stags (unknown dead
trees), and one Tuart (Eucalyptus gomphocephala). Potential nesting trees are defined by
DAWE (2022) as “trees that have a suitable DBH to develop a nest hollow, but do not
currently have hollows. Trees suitable to develop a nest hollow in the future are 300-500 mm
DBH’.
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One potentially suitable nesting tree, a Coastal Blackbutt, was found to have a hollow with a
potentially suitable entrance size for Black Cockatoos. This tree has been subject to a fire
and the hollow is on the horizontal. A suitable nesting tree is defined by DAWE (2022) as
“trees with suitable nesting hollows present, although no evidence of use”. No active Black
Cockatoo breeding activity or nesting was observed during the field survey.

One potential habitat tree Tuart (Eucalyptus gomphocephala) for threatened black
cockatoos (DBH greater than 500 mm) was identified within the survey area. This
tree is in the northern section of the site and is being avoided by the proposed
stockpile footprint and clearing area. This will have a 10m buffer around it to ensure
no damage during the construction of the stockpile and deposition of material. There
is no native vegetation required to be cleared in the land (379 Yanchep Beach Road)
where the access track is proposed.

4.3 Roosting

No roosting sites were observed within the survey area. The desktop study confirmed that
twenty-one Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo roosting sites are known to occur within 30 km of the
survey area. Six of these occur within 15 km and two within 1 km of the survey area. Refer to
Figure 7.

Table 5: Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo Foraging and Potential Breeding Habitat Area and Significant Fauna Species Habitat
Area

Species Area of Suitable Habitat (ha) Total
Banksia Paddock Tall (ha)
Woodland Cleared Shrubland

Carnaby’s Cockatoo (Zanda 2.75 8.42 0.54 11.71

latirostris)

Quenda (/soodon fusciventer) 2.75 8.42 0.54 11.71

Black-striped Snake (Neelaps 2.75 0.54 3.29

calonotos)

Swan Coastal Plain shield- 2.75 2.75

backed trapdoor spider

(Idiosoma sigillatum)

Western Brush Wallaby 2.75 8.42 0.54 11.71

(Notamacropus irma)

Proposed area for clearing 0.98 4.99 0.0 5.97
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Figure 7 Desktop assessment of Conservation Significant Flora, Fauna and Vegetation Communities. extracted from AECOM
2023
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5. Environmental Management

Environmental management measures such as Phytophthora Dieback and weed
management protocols will be employed by the PTA and NWA to reduce the impacts on
environmental values including flora, vegetation, ecological communities, fauna, fauna habitat
and biological diversity.

The PTA will ensure the following management measures are implemented to minimise
impacts to environmental values during the ground disturbance and clearing works:

e Survey personnel will flag/demarcate clearing areas prior to clearing works commencing.

e The PTA (or its Contractor) will issue internal ground disturbance permits prior to any
clearing works.

o Pre-start meeting will be held with contractors to highlight the requirements to stay within
approved clearing areas and minimise impacts to vegetation.

e All clearing and survey works will be supervised by environmental personnel.

o Phytophthora Dieback assessment identified the soils of the study area are
calcareous and not conducive to Phytophthora cinnamomi (if present) causing
significant disease symptoms and no Phytophthora Dieback was observed.

o Machinery and equipment will be inspected at the site entry point to confirm it is
soil and vegetation free to prevent the introduction of weeds and disease.

o Licensed fauna spotters to be present during clearing of native vegetation to
supervise dispersal and the relocation of any fauna and identification of any
potential injured fauna. Any injured fauna will be taken to a wildlife carer for
treatment.

5.1 Flora, Vegetation and Ecological Communities
To manage the impacts from clearing on flora, fauna, and ecological communities several
strategies have been developed:

e Survey personnel will flag/demarcate clearing areas prior to clearing works commencing.

e Pre-start meeting will be held with contractors to highlight the requirements to stay within
approved clearing areas and minimise impacts to vegetation.

¢ Temporary fencing will be installed on the site perimeter and vegetation to be protected.

5.2 Fauna

To manage the impacts to clearing on fauna and fauna habitat, several strategies including
licensed fauna spotters to be present during clearing of native vegetation to supervise
dispersal and the relocation of any fauna and identification of any potential injured fauna. Any
injured fauna will be taken to a wildlife carer for treatment will be implemented:

5.3 Phytophthora Dieback

Most of the proposed clearing areas are not conducive to Phytophthora cinnamomi.
Appropriate hygiene protocols will be implemented to ensure the risk of spreading dieback is
carefully managed and minimised. The measures within the Construction Environmental
Management Plan for the YRE project will be applied to these works.

5.4 Weeds

One species listed as a Declared Pest s22(2) under the Biosecurity and Agriculture
Management Act 2007 (BAM Act) was recorded. (Echium plantagineum) found on the
southeast boundary of the study area. Weed management protocols will be implemented to
control weed species within the proposed clearing areas during construction.
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5.5 Rehabilitation and Offsets

As this proposal is for the future construction of the Mitchell Freeway there are limited
opportunities for rehabilitation.

The PTA has worked with DWER to establish an environmental offset for the residual
environmental impact to the clearing of the Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo foraging habitat. Due
to the limited opportunities for revegetation sites available to the PTA under its offset program
the PTA and DWER have agreed upon a monetary contribution. The Department's settings
for monetary contribution offsets reflect the level of risk taken on by the Department in
becoming the entity responsible for ultimately delivering the offset. Based on its experience in
delivering offsets through the Part VV Monetary Offset Fund, the Department’s current practice
is to identify the Local Government Areas (LGA) in which it is most likely that the offset will be
delivered and identifies an appropriate per hectare land value to be applied. In this case, the
Department has determined that it is appropriate to apply a rate of $22,390 per hectare
(derived from known unimproved/vegetated land values in the Shire of Chittering).

Using the offset calculator, it is proposed that 7.62 ha is required to offset the clearing of 0.98
ha of Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo foraging habitat. This equates to a required monetary offset
contribution of $170,611.80, which the PTA would like to proceed with.

6. EPBC Referral

The proposed clearing activities covered by this NVCP application have not been referred to
the Commonwealth Department of Climate Change, Energy the Environment and Water
(DCCEEW). A self-assessment of the impacts from the surplus fill stockpile upon Matters of
National Significance was undertaken. The action due to the size of the clearing area being
less than 2 ha of a TEC (no TEC will be cleared) and less than 10 hectare of cockatoo foraging
habitat for a foraging score of 0 — 4 (Bamford method), was deemed not to have a significant
impact on a matter protected under the EPBC Act (EPBC Approved Conservation Advice
2016). This application will not be requested to be assessed under the bilateral agreement or
an accredited assessment. The stockpile boundaries will also avoid the Banksia Woodland
SCP TEC and the potential habitat tree with a hollow.

7. Native Vegetation Clearing Permit

Attached is an Application for a clearing permit to clear native vegetation (purpose permit)
Form C2 (Attachment 2), whereby PTA seeks approval under section 51E of the
Environmental Protection Act (1986) to clear up to 0.98 Ha (reduced from 2.4 ha) of native
vegetation located at 4500 Mitchell Fwy, Yanchep. The vegetation is proposed to be cleared
through mechanical means. The information in this letter and attachments aims to provide
context of the proposed works and the environmental matters to guide DWER in their
assessment process.

The PTA is applying to clear up to a maximum of 0.98 (further reduced from 2.4 ha) of native
vegetation within a 12.4 ha proposed site (Figure 1) in accordance with the attached Clearing
Permit Application (Form C2) As described in the above sections. The proposed clearing areas
contain vegetation that is mostly Completely Degraded and Degraded. Extensive areas within
the surplus fill stockpile area have already been cleared. For this NVCP application the
vegetation proposed to be cleared relates to areas of native vegetation only.

An assessment of the native vegetation within the proposed clearing areas has been
completed against the ten clearing principles using the DWER guideline ‘A Guide to the
Assessment of Applications to Clear Native Vegetation, Under Part V Division 2 of the
Environmental Protection Act 1986’ (DWER, 2014). This has been provided in Attachment 7.
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8. Certificates of Title and Landowners Authority

The PTA does not own the parcel of land covered by this NVCP application. All proposed
clearing is in a future road owned and managed by MRWA. MRWA has provided written
authorisation (Attachment 6) for PTA to undertake the proposed clearing within the portions
covered by this application. Anthony Haning as Executor of the Estate of Iris Geneve,
Registered Proprietor of Lot 10, 379 Yanchep Beach Road, has provided authority to use its
land to access the stockpile site. The application for a clearing permit (purpose permit) Form
C2is enclosed (Attachment 2) for your consideration. The Certificate of Titles for 4500 Mitchell
Fwy are included (Attachment 6):

Should you require any further information regarding the above, please contact Mr lan
Toleman, Senior Environment Advisor at PTA, on lan.Toleman@pta.wa.gov.au or 9326
3432.

Attachments

Attachment 1 — Flora and Fauna Survey Lot 4500 Mitchell Freeway, Yanchep by AECOM
Australia, Pty Ltd, Spring 2023

Attachment 2 - Surplus Stockpile Area - Proposed Native Vegetation Clearing Permit
Application (Form C2)

Attachment 3 —Site Images: 4500 Mitchell Fwy, Yanchep PTA Site Survey Photographs showing
location of entry / exit routes and vegetation.

B

Poposed entrahée from anchep Beach Ro,ad“ Potential entry track to proposed stockpile site
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Proposed stockpile area looking south

Communication tower and powerlines
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