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Disclaimer 

This Report has been prepared on behalf of and for the exclusive use of Port Hedland Green Steel Pty 
Ltd and is subject to and issued in accordance with the agreement between Preston Consulting Pty 
Ltd and Port Hedland Green Steel Pty Ltd. 

Preston Consulting Pty Ltd accepts no liability or responsibility whatsoever for or in respect of any 
use of or reliance upon this Report by any third party. 

Copying of any part of this Report without the express permission of Preston Consulting Pty Ltd 
and Port Hedland Green Steel Pty Ltd is not permitted. 
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Geotechnical investigations are required over Lot 331 and Lot 506, herein referred to as the 
Permit Area, to determine soil structure, composition and stability of the Permit Area, as it will be 
required to support the construction of in-situ and modular buildings.  Additional investigations 
are required to inform a Development Application for the accommodation facilities and may 
require minor ground disturbance.  Additional clearing for the whole accommodation facility is to 
be carried out under a separate clearing permit. 

  

The purpose of this Native Vegetation Clearing Permit (NVCP) application is to seek permission 
to clear up to 5 hectares (ha) of native vegetation within a proposed 28.2 ha Permit Area 
(Figure 1). 
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Clearing is to be conducted entirely within the boundaries of the Permit Area as shown in Figure 1.  
Investigations will focus on the areas required to support significant infrastructure.  Key 
environmental values were identified in the baseline studies as outlined in Section 4. 

  

 

  

All vegetation disturbance will occur within the Determined Claim Area WAD 6169/1998 of the 
Kariyarra People.  PHGS is currently undertaking consultation and intends to undertake site 
avoidance Heritage surveys and utilise monitors during clearing, as part of its ground disturbance 
procedure. 
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Environmental characteristics of the Permit Area relevant to this NVCP referral are detailed in the 
following sections. 

  

Phoenix Environmental Sciences Pty Ltd (Phoenix) conducted desktop assessments for flora and 
vegetation and a detailed survey for terrestrial fauna within the Permit Area (Phoenix, 2024a&b).  
The fauna survey was completed in January 2024. 

  

The Permit Area lies entirely within the Pilbara Bioregion, specifically within the Roebourne IBRA 
Subregion.  Subregions have been described in the 
Biogeographical Subregions (Kendrick & Stanley, 2001).  The Roebourne subregion covers 
2,008,983 ha, and is characterised as:  

 Quaternary alluvial and older colluvial coastal and sub-coastal plains with a grass 
savannah of mixed bunch and hummock grasses, and dwarf shrub steppe of Acacia 
stellaticeps or A. pyrifolia and A. inaequilatera.  Uplands are dominated by Triodia 
hummock grasslands.  Ephemeral drainage lines support Eucalyptus victrix or Corymbia 
hamersleyana woodlands.  Samphire, Sporobolus and mangal occur on marine alluvial flats 
and river deltas; 

 Resistant linear ranges of basalts occur across the coastal plains, with minor exposures of 
granite.  Islands are either Quaternary sand accumulations, or composed of basalt or 
limestone, or combinations of any of these three; and 

 Climate is arid (semi-desert) tropical with highly variable rainfall, falling mainly in 
summer.  Cyclonic activity is significant, with several systems affecting the coast and 
hinterland annually (May & McKenzie 2003). 

  

The Permit Area lies entirely within the Uaroo System (Phoenix, 2024b).  The Uaroo System is 
characterised by broad sandy plains, pebbly plains and drainage tracts supporting hard and soft 
spinifex hummock grasslands with scattered Acacia shrubs (Schoknecht & Payne 2011).  

 

  

Regional scale vegetation mapping by Shepherd et al. (2002) mapped one vegetation association 
within the Permit Area; vegetation association 647 (Table 1; Figure 5; Phoenix, 2024a). 

The remaining pre-European extent of vegetation association 647 exceeds 97% and is therefore 
considered of Least Concern (DBCA, 2018).  Table 1 describes the pre-European and current 
extent of vegetation association 647. 
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The proposed clearing has been reviewed against the criteria specified in the DWER (2021) 
Guideline  Native vegetation clearing referrals. 

Criterion 1 he area proposed to be cleared is small relative to the total remaining vegetation: 
 Extent of clearing is to be no more than 10 ha  Yes, 5 ha of clearing is proposed; 
 More than 30% of native vegetation association is remaining  Yes, 98% of the vegetation 

association is currently remaining; 
 More than 30% of native vegetation with a surrounding 10 km buffer is remaining  Yes, 

the extent of native vegetation remaining exceeds 30%; 

Criterion 2 - there are no known or likely significant environmental values within the area: 
 Vegetation condition  the Permit Area contains vegetation in Degraded or Very Good 

condition, which is consistent with the broad vegetation condition in the surrounding 
area; 

 Significant fauna  the Permit Area does not contain any known records of significant 
fauna.  Broad-scale fauna habitat exists within the Permit Area, however this habitat is 
well represented in the area; 

 Fauna habitat  the Permit Area does not contain critical habitat for any significant fauna 
species; 

 Significant ecological linkage - the Permit Area is surrounded by native vegetation and 
does not contain habitat typically used for ecological linkages by fauna species (such as 
creeklines); 

 Mapped ecological community - the Permit Area does not contain any mapped ecological 
communities; 

 Significant flora - the Permit Area does not contain any known records of significant flora; 
 Mapped wetland - the Permit Area does not contain any mapped wetlands; 
 Water resources  the proposed clearing will not have impacts on water resources; 
 Conservation reserves - the Permit Area does not contain any conservation reserves; 
 Land and soil quality - the Permit Area is currently predominantly native vegetation and 

is not in an area with high risk of land and/or soil degradation; and 
 Heritage-related values and native title matters  the clearing areas will be surveyed for 

Aboriginal heritage sites prior to clearing and any sites will be avoided. 

Criterion 3 - the state of scientific knowledge of native vegetation within the region is adequate: 
 The Permit Area is located in an area that has had a large number of ecological surveys, 

and a fauna survey has been completed over the site.  The data used is therefore adequate 
to assess the referral application. 

Criterion 4: Conditions will not be required to manage environmental impacts: 
 The proposed works are short-term, with simple, low impact clearing methods proposed.  

It is unlikely that any conditions would provide greater environmental outcomes. 
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In the case that DWER determine that a permit is required, the proposed vegetation disturbance 
has been assessed against the ten clearing principles described within A Guide to the Assessment 
of Applications to Clear Native Vegetation (DER, 2014; Table 5).
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The purpose of this NVCP Referral Application is to allow the clearing of up to 5 ha of native 
vegetation within a 28.2 ha Permit Area for geotechnical investigations described in Section 3.  

The following key points are noted: 
 The area has been extensively surveyed for a number of different projects within the 

region and the results of these surveys have been used to assess the impacts of clearing; 
and 

 The proposed clearing will not result any significant impacts to the following: 
o Threatened and Priority Flora; 
o TECs or PECs; 
o Wetlands / surface water; or 
o Conservation areas. 

PHGS has also identified a number of control measures to minimise the impacts to native 
vegetation.  These measures include the following: 

 
similar); 

 The total extent of vegetation clearing is limited to up to 5 ha of disturbance; 
 The clearing areas will be identified using GPS coordinates; 
 All clearing kept to a minimum within the Permit Area and completed only when required; 

and 
 All vehicles, equipment and personnel will be inspected and cleaned as required to 

prevent the incidental spread of weeds. 

This NVCP referral application assessed the proposed vegetation clearing against the against the 
criteria specified in the DWER (2021) Guideline  Native vegetation clearing referrals.  Based on 
this assessment, the clearing is expected to meet the requirements of a NVCP referral.   
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