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Given the relatively small numbers of scattered trees defined as quality foraging habitat (marri and jarrah) 
it is not possible to define the area of this resource, however the fauna survey estimates there is 
approximately less than 0.1 ha based on canopy extent (Harewood 2023).  

No evidence of western ringtail possums (WRPs) (i.e. scats, dreys or individuals) was observed during the 
day or night survey. Furthermore, the small peppermint woodland area to north of the application area, 
which was identified as the only area of potential suitable habitat for WRP (Harewood 2023), has been 
omitted from this application. WRPs are unlikely to utilise the isolated paddock trees (comprised of marri, 
jarrah and unidentified dead species) within the subject site for any purpose. 

 
Plate 1. Cleared pasture with isolated trees (jarrah, marri and dead unidentified species)  

 
Plate 2. Cleared pasture with isolated trees (jarrah, marri and dead unidentified species) 
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Avoidance and Mitigation Measures 

The applicant undertook an assessment of the area prior to determining the suitability of the clearing 
footprint. This included an assessment of vegetation and flora within the proposed clearing area and 
surrounds. Based on the assessment, an area approximately one hectare in size to the north east of the 
subject site described as a ‘peppermint low woodland with very occasional emergent eucalypts’ (Harewood 
2023) has been avoided and will be excluded from the application area, given its potential to provide 
habitat for WRP..  

Accordingly, the application area has been designed to avoid vegetation of significance. Based on the 
current vegetation condition (completely degraded), it is considered very unlikely that the subject site 
contains any vegetation or flora of conservation significance.  

It is considered that no other reasonable and practicable avoidance measures can be implemented within 
the application area, whilst obtaining access to the sand resource.  

The application area will be cleared progressively over approximately five years in accordance with the 
requirements for extraction of the sand resource. Consequently, it is not proposed to clear the entire 
clearing footprint as a single exercise.  

Specifically, to avoid any direct impact to native fauna during vegetation clearing, the following 
management measures will be implemented: 

• During clearing, a qualified fauna expert will be present to direct clearing operators, particularly 
when clearing trees are occupied by fauna, to ensure that these are cleared in a way that allows 
the animals to safely mobilise to adjacent areas.  In addition, they will supervise any animal 
handling and the rescue of injured animals should this be required; 

• No stockpiling of topsoil or other material is to occur outside of the clearing boundary; 
• If clearing during black cockatoo breeding season (i.e. August to May), potential habitat trees (i.e. 

DBH in excess of 50 cm) for nesting hollows will be checked; and 
• If active black cockatoo nests are located in the clearing footprint, no clearing will occur until 

fledglings have left the nest. 

To counteract the loss of 50 native trees, of which nine are dead, the applicant proposes to plant 100 trees 
along the western boundary of the application area as shown in Figure 1. A mixture of Agonis flexuosa, 
Eucalyptus marginata, Corymbia calophylla and Eucalyptus rudis will be planted along the low-lying area. 
This will ensure that there will be a net increase in the number of trees on the property.  

Impact Assessment 

Any clearing of native vegetation requires a permit in accordance with Part V of the Environmental 
Protection Act 1986 (EP Act), except where an exemption applies under Schedule 6 of the Act or is 
prescribed by regulation in the Environmental Protection (Clearing Native Vegetation) Regulations 2004.  

The clearing of native vegetation for the purpose of the extractive industry operations is subject to a 
clearing application. Clearing applications are assessed against the Ten Clearing Principles outlined in 
Schedule 5 of the EP Act. These principles aim to ensure that all potential impacts resulting from the 
removal of native vegetation can be assessed in an integrated manner. 

An examination of the Ten Clearing Principles based upon a site visit, a fauna survey (Harewood 2023) and 
desktop information is provided below. 
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Summary 

I trust this information is sufficient for your purposes. Should you have any queries or require further 
information, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned. 
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FIGURES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






