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Statement of Limitations 

Copyright Statement 

© Western Environmental Pty Ltd (WEPL).  All rights reserved.  No part of this work may be produced in any 

material form or communicated by any means without the permission of the copyright owner. The 

unauthorised copying or reproduction of this report or any of its contents is prohibited.  

Scope of Services 

This environmental report (“this report”) has been prepared for the sole benefit and exclusive use of the 

Client for the purpose for which it was prepared in accordance with the agreement between the Client and 

WEPL (“the Agreement”). However, in addressing the requirements of the Contaminated Sites Act 2003, an 

Accredited Contaminated Sites Auditor may be engaged by the Client to undertake review of this report, 

prior to its submission to the DWER. The report shall be made available and can be relied upon for the 

purposes of the Contaminated Sites Act. 

WEPL disclaims any and all liability with respect to any use of or reliance upon this report for any other 

purpose whatsoever.  

In particular, it should be noted that this report is based on a scope of services defined by the Client, and is 

limited by budgetary and time constraints, the information supplied by the Client (and its agents) and, in 

some circumstances, access and/or site disturbance constraints.  

The scope of services did not include any assessment of the title to or ownership of the properties, buildings 

and structures referred to in this report, or the application or interpretation of laws in the jurisdiction in 

which those properties, buildings and structures are located. 

Reliance on Data  

In preparing this report, WEPL has relied on data, surveys, analyses, designs, plans and other information 

provided by the Client (or its agents), other individuals and organisations (“the data”).  

Except as otherwise stated in this report, WEPL has not verified the accuracy or completeness of the data.  

WEPL does not represent or warrant that the data is true or accurate, and disclaims any and all responsibility 

or liability with respect to the use of the data.   

To the extent that the statements, opinions, facts, information, conclusions and/or recommendations in this 

report (“conclusions”) are based in whole or part on the data, those conclusions are contingent upon the 

accuracy and completeness of the data.  

WEPL does not accept any responsibility or liability for any incorrect or inaccurate conclusions should any 

data be incorrect, inaccurate or incomplete or have been concealed, withheld, misrepresented or otherwise 

not fully disclosed to WEPL. 
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The conclusions must also be considered in light of the agreed scope of services (including any constraints or 

limitation therein) and the methods used to carry out those services, both of which are as stated or referred 

to in this report. 

Environmental Conclusions 

In accordance with the scope of services, WEPL has conducted environmental field monitoring and/or testing 

in the preparation of this report. The nature and extent of monitoring and/or testing conducted is described 

in this report. 

On all sites, varying degrees of non-uniformity of vertical and horizontal conditions in media (soil, water, air, 

waste or other media as described in the report) are encountered. Hence no monitoring, common testing or 

sampling technique can eliminate the possibility that monitoring or testing results/samples are not totally 

representative of media conditions encountered. The conclusions are based on the data and the 

environmental field monitoring and/or testing actually undertaken, and are therefore merely indicative of 

the environmental condition of the site at the time of preparing this report, including the presence or 

otherwise of contaminants or emissions.  It should be recognised that site conditions, including the extent 

and concentration of contaminants, can change. 

Within the limitations imposed by the scope of services, the monitoring, testing, sampling and preparation 

of this report have been undertaken and performed in a professional manner, in accordance with generally 

accepted practices and using a degree of skill and care ordinarily exercised by reputable environmental 

consultants under similar circumstances.  To the maximum extent permitted by law, no other warranty, 

express or implied, is made. 

Report for Benefit of Client 

This report is confidential.  Neither the whole nor any part of this report, or any copy or extract thereof, may 

be disclosed or otherwise made available to any third party without the prior written approval of WEPL. 

WEPL accepts no liability or responsibility whatsoever in respect of any use of or reliance upon this report, 

by any person or organisation who is not a party to the Agreement.  Reliance on this report by any person 

who is not a party to the Agreement is expressly prohibited.  Any representation in this report is made only 

to the parties to the Agreement.  

WEPL assumes no responsibility and disclaims any and all liability to any other person or organisation for or 

in relation to any matter dealt with or conclusions expressed in this report, or for any loss or damage suffered 

by any other person or organisation arising from matters dealt with or conclusions expressed in this report 

(including without limitation matters arising from any negligent act or omission of WEPL or for any loss or 

damage suffered by any other party using or relying on the matters dealt with or conclusions expressed in 

this report, even if WEPL has been advised of the possibility of such use or reliance). 

Other parties should not rely on this report or the accuracy or completeness of any conclusions contained in 

this report, and should make their own enquiries and obtain independent advice in relation to such matters. 
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If an Auditor is engaged by the Client to undertake review of this report, it shall be made available subject to 

the terms and conditions of the agreement between the Client and WEPL and the caveats in this statement. 

Other Limitations 

This report is intended to be read in its entirety, and sections or parts of this report should therefore not be 

read and relied on out of context.   

WEPL will not be liable to update or revise this report to take into account any events or circumstances or 

facts becoming apparent after the date of this report. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Project Background 

Brendan Oversby on behalf of Allesac Pty Ltd atf Jocas Trust commissioned Western Environmental Pty Ltd 

(WEPL) to undertake a Western Ringtail Possum Survey. The Survey Area covers 0.12 ha within Lot 6 Sandpits 

Rd, Crooked Brook. The survey was designed to support the proponent to apply for a Clearing Permit for the 

purpose of construction of a drainage swale and to inform assessment of potential impacts to Western 

Ringtail Possum as a Matter of National Environmental Significance listed under the Commonwealth 

Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (1999). 

Previous Western Ringtail Possum surveys covering the Survey Area include: 

• Fauna Assessment undertaken by Greg Harewood as part of Approved Subdivision Application (No 

162074). Survey determined that Western Ringtail Possum are present and suitable habitat exists 

within the subdivision area and in surrounds.  

1.2 Objectives and Scope of Work 

Scope of work for field survey comprised: 

• Nocturnal spotlighting search. 

• Diurnal searches for scats and dreys. 

• Thermal scope inspection of dreys for occupancy. 

This report presents the results of the field survey undertaken to support the above objectives. 
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1.3 Relevant Legislation and Guidance 

This environmental assessment was conducted in accordance with Commonwealth and State legislation and 

guidelines: 

• Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). 

• Western Australian Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act). 

• Western Australian Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (BC Act). 

• Western Australian Biodiversity Conservation Regulations 2018. 

• Department of the Environment (DotE). (2013). Matters of National Environmental Significance. 

Significant Impact Guidelines 1.1 - Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. 

• Department of Sustainability Environment Population and Communities (DSEWPaC). (2011). Survey 

Guidelines for Australia’s Threatened Mammals. Canberra, Australia. 

As well as those listed above, the assessment complied with Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) 

requirements for environmental survey and reporting in Western Australia, as outlined in: 

• EPA. (2020). Technical Guidance – Terrestrial Vertebrate Fauna Surveys for Environmental Impact 

Assessment. Known herein as the ‘Fauna Technical Guidance’. 

A short description of key legislation is provided in Appendix A. Other definitions, including species and 

ecological community conservation categories, are provided in Appendix B. 
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1.4 Survey Limitations and Constraints 

Limitations and constraints of the Western Ringtail Possum survey as outlined in the Fauna Survey Technical 

Guidance are detailed below in Table 1. 

Table 1: Limitations and Constraints of the Fauna Survey 

Possible Limitation 

Degree of 
Limitation 
(Significant, 
Moderate or 
Negligible) 

Potential Constraints on Survey Outcomes 

Survey Level/ Scope  Negligible 
The targeted assessment of western ringtail possum is considered to provide 
information required to approvals and referrals. 

Availability of 
contextual 
information at a 
regional and local 
scale 

Negligible 
All data required to complete the scope of works including previous survey 
reports and data, regional and local contextual information was available. 

Site Access Negligible  The Survey Area was readily accessed by on foot. 

Survey Intensity and 
Extent 

Negligible 
All planned Survey Areas were adequately sampled in line with the project 
scope of works.  

Experience  Negligible 

The ecologist leading the field survey (Andrew Fry) has been undertaking 
fauna habitat assessments in Western Australia for over 10 years, with over 
10 years experience in the southwest bioregion undertaking western ringtail 
possum spotlighting surveys. 

Timing, weather, 
season 

Negligible 

Western ringtail possum spotlighting searches were undertaken in optimal 
condition in still and clear conditions on cool nights. Seasonal timing 
(October) coincides with September to November breeding peak for coastal 
populations and was considered optimal for establishing population 
estimates (DPaW, 2017). 

 

The temperatures and weather experienced during both field surveys were 
not considered a limitation to the survey and did not affect the ability to 
record fauna or habitats. 

 

Proportion of the 
flora and fauna 
recorded and/or 
collected, and any 
identification issues 

Negligible Single species targeted survey for readily identifiable species 

Mapping Reliability Negligible 
The majority of the Survey Areas was traversed by foot and mapping 
reliability is considered high. 

Disturbances (fire, 
flood etc.) 

Negligible 
Areas of disturbance associated with historic clearing were recorded but were 
not a constraint on the results of the survey. 
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2. Methodology 

2.1 Targeted Western Ringtail Possum Surveys 

Survey methodology comprised: 

• Diurnal surveys undertaken on afternoon of 16 October searching for scats and dreys. Nocturnal 

surveys on evening of 16 October 2024. 

• Where dreys were identified a thermal imaging scope was used to assess if drey occupied. Under 

suitable temperatures a thermal scope can be used to identify that a Western Ringtail Possum is 

present within a drey due to the animal's body heat radiating through and warming the drey relative 

to the surround vegetation.  

• Nocturnal searches using headtorches along transects. Due to the very small Survey Area size the 

entire area was easily spotlighted. 

See tracklogs of survey effort below in Figure 1. 
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3. Results and Discussion 

3.1 2024 Survey Results 

Results are summarised below in Table 2 and location records provided with comments and coordinates in 

Appendix C and shown in Figure 1. 

The Western Ringtail Possum is an arboreal species whose diet comprises almost exclusively myrtaceous 

plants primarily peppermint, marri and jarrah (DPaW, 2017). In the Bunbury region, western ringtail possum 

habitat typically has a dominant or co-dominant upper or mid stratum of peppermint trees. In other regions 

the species also utilises marri and jarrah woodlands, coastal heath, riparian vegetation and thickets of 

myrtaceous species (DPAW, 2017). The dense connective canopy of peppermint and melaleuca trees within 

the Survey Area provided suitable habitat for the species. See typical habitat image below. The habitat within 

the Survey Area occurs at the end of an old reserve that is vegetated. There is no vegetation to the north, 

therefore the habitat does not act as part of a connective corridor. 
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No scats were recorded, due to dense understory this survey type was not practicable. Previous survey effort 

has demonstrating presence of Western Ringtail Possum therefore scat searches were not undertaken 

extensively. 

Three dreys were recorded in three separate melaleuca trees. The dreys recorded were intact and well 

maintained and appear to have been in use or recently used. A thermal scope was used to assess if dreys 

were occupied during the later afternoon. Thermal scope confirmed that one of the three dreys was occupied 

at the time of survey. See images below with drey in shot and Western Ringtail Possum size heat signature.  

 

 From spotlighting surveys one individual was recorded. Individual was female without sub adult young at 

heel, but potential pouch young. 

Table 2: Summary of Western Ringtail Observations 2024 

Sampling Type Number of Records Abundance 

Scat -  Not scored 

Drey Three dreys in three trees 3 

Spotlighting Night 01 1 1 

 

  



Survey Area

Targeted Search Effort

Western Ringtail Possum

Nest/Drey

Spotlight

Legend
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3.2 Population Estimate and Home Range 

Population is subject to variation following yearly seasonal cycles and longer-term weather events such as 

drought and heatwaves. Typically breeding peaks occur in April to July and September to November (DPAW, 

2017). The survey period in October following an above average winter season of rainfall was considered 

optimal for estimating population.  

An assessment of habitat for Western Ringtail Possum was undertaken by the then Department of Parks and 

Wildlife (DPaW) for the region in 2014. This mapping identifies the Survey Area and adjacent vegetation as 

representing Class C- Medium habitat suitability with an estimated Western Ringtail Possum density of 2-5 

individuals per ha and an observed density range of 0.1-4.3 individuals per ha (Shedley and Williams 2014). 

Home range size varies considerable depending on region and habitat quality. In the Bunbury region a study 

of translocated females estimated home range sizes of 0.2-4.8 ha (Shedley and Williams 2014). 

Western Ringtail Possums can construct and use multiple dreys as well as tree hollows across their home 

range. Dreys may last for several years post construction in a sheltered position. It is estimated that Western 

Ringtail Possum occupy 40-46% of dreys in an area where several dreys are constructed (Shedley and 

Williams 2014).  

Considering the 0.12 ha size of the Survey Area, the presence of three dreys and the confirmation of one 

occupied drey, it is considered that the Survey Area comprises a portion of an individuals home range and 

currently supports one individual. It is considered unlikely that the Survey Area comprises the entirety of an 

individual home range with adjacent connected habitat of the same quality extending to the south. 

3.3 Discussion and Recommendations 

 The key findings of the survey are: 

• The Survey Area comprises suitable habitat for Western Ringtail Possum with dense peppermint and 

melaleuca.  

• The habitat is located at the north tip of a 'peninsula' of vegetation. The habitat does not play an 

important role in connectivity in the landscape.  

• There are three dreys present, with one confirmed as occupied at the time of survey. 

• A single individual (female) was recorded by spotlighting. 

• Its is considered unlikely that the Survey Area comprises the entirety of an individual's home range 

with adjacent connected habitat of the same quality extending to the south. 
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Key recommendations are: 

• Prior to any clearing an authorised and licences fauna spotter be engaged to relocate individual. This 

may be undertaken by destruction of dreys at sunset and encouraging individual to move outside of 

the clearing area into connected habitat to the south. The connected habitat is highly likely to form 

part of the individuals existing home range. 

• Fauna spotter to be present for clearing to inspect any hollows or relocate animals as required. 

• Consideration be given to offsetting of loss of habitat through revegetation within the subdivision. 

• The proponent should consider potential for impact to Western Ringtail Possum habitat as a Matter 

of National Environmental Significance as listed in the EPBC Act. The Significant impact guidelines for 

the vulnerable western ringtail possum (Pseudocheirus occidentalis) in the southern Swan Coastal 

Plain, Western Australia (2009) identify that there is possibility of a significant impact if "clearing in 

a remnant habitat patch that is greater than 0.5 hectares in size". The connective habitat extending 

out from the Survey Area is >0.5 ha in size meeting this definition. Due to the very small size of the 

Survey Area and potential clearing representing only a portion of the overall Survey Area the project 

may not meet definition of 'significant'. Proponents are responsible for determining to refer or not 

refer a project to the Commonwealth. The proponent is recommended to consider the "Self-

assessment before making a referral under the EPBC Act"  process provided on the Department of 

Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Waters website.  
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Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

The EPBC Act aims to protect matters of national environmental significance (MNES). Under the EPBC Act, 

the Commonwealth Department of Climate Change, Energy and the Environment lists Threatened species 

and communities in categories determined by criteria set out in the EPBC Act. 

Projects likely to cause a significant impact on MNES should be referred to the DCCEEW for assessment under 

the EPBC Act. 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 

The Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 aims to conserve and protect biodiversity and biodiversity 

components within the State and to promote ecologically sustainable use of biodiversity components in the 

State. 

Environmental Protection Act 1986 

Declared Rare Flora (DRF) and Threatened Ecological Communities (TECs) are given special consideration in 

environmental impact assessments and have special status as Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESAs) under 

the EP Act and the Environmental Protection (Clearing of Native Vegetation) Regulations 2004. Exemptions 

for a clearing permit do not apply in an ESA. In addition, habitat necessary for the maintenance of indigenous 

fauna is considered in the clearing principles and assessed during consideration of applications for a clearing 

permit. 

Biosecurity and Agricultural Management Act 2007 

Plants may be ‘Declared’ by the Minister for Agriculture and Food under the BAM Act. The Western Australian 

Organism List contains information on the area(s) in which a plant is declared and the control and keeping 

categories to which it has been assigned in Western Australia. A declaration may apply to the whole State, 

to districts, individual properties or even to single paddocks. If a plant is ‘Declared’, landholders are obliged 

to control that plant on their properties. 

Weeds of National Significance 

The Australian Government along with the State and Territory governments has endorsed 32 WoNS. Four 

major criteria were used in determining WoNS: 

• The invasiveness of a weed species. 

• A weed's impacts. 

• The potential for spread of a weed. 

• Socio-economic and environmental values. 

Each WoNS has a national strategy and a national coordinator, responsible for implementing the strategy. 

WoNS are regarded as the worst weeds in Australia because of their invasiveness, potential for spread, and 

economic and environmental impacts. 
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Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions Priority Lists 

DBCA lists ‘Priority’ flora and fauna that have not been assigned statutory protection as “Threatened” under 

the BC Act and are under consideration for declaration as Threatened. Flora and fauna assessed as Priority 

1-3 are considered to be in urgent need of further survey. Priority 4 flora requires monitoring every 5 -10 

years. 

DBCA maintains a list of Priority Ecological Communities (PECs) which identifies plant communities that 

require further investigation before possible nomination for TEC status. Once listed, a community becomes 

a PEC and, when endorsed by the WA Minister for Environment, becomes a TEC and protected as an ESA 

under Environmental Protection (Clearing of Native Vegetation) Regulations 2004. 

Informal Recognition of Flora and Fauna 

Certain populations or communities of flora and/or fauna may be of local significance or interest because of 

their patterns of distribution and abundance. For example, specific locations of flora and may be locally 

significant because they are range extensions to the previously known distribution, or are newly discovered 

taxa (and have the potential to be of more than local significance). In addition, many species are in decline 

as a result of threatening processes (land clearing, grazing, and changed fire regimes) and relict populations 

of such species assume local importance for DBCA. It is not uncommon for DBCA to make comment on these 

species of interest. 
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EPBC Act Categories for Flora, Fauna and Ecological Communities 

Category Threatened Species Threatened Ecological Communities 

Extinct 

A native species is eligible to be included in the 
extinct category at a particular time if, at that time, 
there is no reasonable doubt that the last member 
of the species has died. 

N/A. 

Extinct in the 
wild 

A native species is eligible to be included in the 
extinct in the wild category at a particular time if, at 
that time: 

(a) it is known only to survive in cultivation, in 
captivity or as a naturalised population well outside 
its past range; or 

(b) it has not been recorded in its known and/or 
expected habitat, at appropriate seasons, anywhere 
in its past range, despite exhaustive surveys over a 
time frame appropriate to its life cycle and form. 

N/A. 

Critically 
Endangered 
(CE) 

A native species is eligible to be included in the 
critically endangered category at a particular time if, 
at that time, it is facing an extremely high risk of 
extinction in the wild in the immediate future, as 
determined in accordance with the prescribed 
criteria. 

An ecological community is eligible to be 
included in the critically endangered 
category at a particular time if, at that 
time, it is facing an extremely high risk of 
extinction in the wild in the immediate 
future, as determined in accordance with 
the prescribed criteria. 

Endangered 
(EN) 

A native species is eligible to be included in the 
endangered category at a particular time if, at that 
time: 

(a) it is not critically endangered; and 

(b) it is facing a very high risk of extinction in the wild 
in the near future, as determined in accordance 
with the prescribed criteria. 

An ecological community is eligible to be 
included in the endangered category at a 
particular time if, at that time: 

(a) it is not critically endangered; and 

(b) it is facing a very high risk of extinction 
in the wild in the near future, as 
determined in accordance with the 
prescribed criteria. 

Vulnerable (VU) 

A native species is eligible to be included in the 
vulnerable category at a particular time if, at that 
time: 

(a) it is not critically endangered or endangered; and 

(b) it is facing a high risk of extinction in the wild in 
the medium term future, as determined in 
accordance with the prescribed criteria. 

An ecological community is eligible to be 
included in the vulnerable category at a 
particular time if, at that time: 

(a) it is not critically endangered or 
endangered; and (b) it is facing a high risk 
of extinction in the wild in the medium 
term future, as determined in accordance 
with the prescribed criteria. 

Conservation 
Dependent 

A native species is eligible to be included in the 
conservation dependent category at a particular 
time if, at that time: 

(a) the species is the focus of a specific conservation 
program the cessation of which would result in the 
species becoming vulnerable, endangered or 
critically endangered; or 

(b) the following subparagraphs are satisfied: 

 (i) the species is a species of fish. 

 (ii) the species is the focus of a plan of 
 management that provides for 

N/A. 
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Category Threatened Species Threatened Ecological Communities 

 management actions necessary to stop the 
 decline of, and support the recovery of, the 
 species so that its chances of long-term 
 survival in nature are maximised. 

 (iii) the plan of management is in force 
 under a law of the Commonwealth or of a 
 State or Territory. 

 (iv) cessation of the plan of management 
 would adversely affect the conservation 
 status of the species. 

 

Conservation Codes for Western Australian Flora and Fauna (DBCA) 

Conservation Codes for Western Australian Flora and Fauna 

Threatened, Extinct and Specially Protected fauna or flora1 are species2 which have been adequately searched 
for and are deemed to be, in the wild, Threatened, extinct or in need of special protection, and have been 
gazetted as such. 

The Wildlife Conservation (Specially Protected Fauna) Notice 2018 and the Wildlife Conservation (Rare Flora) 
Notice 2018 have been transitioned under regulations 170, 171 and 172 of the Biodiversity Conservation 
Regulations 2018 to be the lists of Threatened, Extinct and Specially Protected species under Part 2 of the 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016. 

Categories of Threatened, Extinct and Specially Protected fauna and flora are: 

T 

Threatened species 

Listed by order of the Minister as Threatened in the category of critically endangered, endangered or 
vulnerable under section 19(1), or is a rediscovered species to be regarded as Threatened species 
under section 26(2) of the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (BC Act). 

Threatened fauna is that subset of ‘Specially Protected Fauna’ listed under schedules 1 to 3 of the 
Wildlife Conservation (Specially Protected Fauna) Notice 2018 for Threatened Fauna. 

Threatened flora is that subset of ‘Rare Flora’ listed under schedules 1 to 3 of the Wildlife 
Conservation (Rare Flora) Notice 2018 for Threatened Flora. 

The assessment of the conservation status of these species is based on their national extent and 
ranked according to their level of threat using International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
Red List categories and criteria as detailed below. 

CR 

Critically endangered species 

Threatened species considered to be “facing an extremely high risk of extinction in the wild in the 
immediate future, as determined in accordance with criteria set out in the ministerial guidelines”. 

Listed as critically endangered undersection 19(1)(a) of the BC Act in accordance with the criteria set 
out in section 20 and the ministerial guidelines. Published under schedule 1 of the Wildlife 
Conservation (Specially Protected Fauna) Notice 2018 for critically endangered fauna or the Wildlife 
Conservation (Rare Flora) Notice 2018 for critically endangered flora. 

EN 

Endangered species 

Threatened species considered to be “facing a very high risk of extinction in the wild in the near 
future, as determined in accordance with criteria set out in the ministerial guidelines”. 

Listed as endangered under section 19(1)(b) of the BC Act in accordance with the criteria set out in 
section 21 and the ministerial guidelines. Published under schedule 2 of the Wildlife Conservation 
(Specially Protected Fauna) Notice 2018 for endangered fauna or the Wildlife Conservation (Rare 
Flora) Notice 2018 for endangered flora. 

VU Vulnerable species 
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Conservation Codes for Western Australian Flora and Fauna 

Threatened species considered to be “facing a high risk of extinction in the wild in the medium-term 
future, as determined in accordance with criteria set out in the ministerial guidelines”. 

Listed as vulnerable undersection 19(1)(c) of the BC Act in accordance with the criteria set out in 
section 22 and the ministerial guidelines. Published under schedule 3 of the Wildlife Conservation 
(Specially Protected Fauna) Notice 2018 for vulnerable fauna or the Wildlife Conservation (Rare Flora) 
Notice 2018 for vulnerable flora. 

Extinct species 

Listed by order of the Minister as extinct under section 23(1) of the BC Act as extinct or extinct in the wild. 

EX 

Extinct species 

Species where “there is no reasonable doubt that the last member of the species has died”, and listing 
is otherwise in accordance with the ministerial guidelines (section 24 of the BC Act). 

Published as presumed extinct under schedule 4 of the Wildlife Conservation (Specially Protected 
Fauna) Notice 2018 for extinct fauna or the Wildlife Conservation (Rare Flora) Notice 2018 for extinct 
flora. 

EW 

Extinct in the wild species 

Species that “is known only to survive in cultivation, in captivity or as a naturalised population well 
outside its past range; and it has not been recorded in its known habitat or expected habitat, at 
appropriate seasons, anywhere in its past range, despite surveys over a time frame appropriate to its 
life cycle and form”, and listing is otherwise in accordance with the ministerial guidelines (section 25 
of the BC Act). 

Currently there are no Threatened fauna or Threatened flora species listed as extinct in the wild. If 
listing of a species as extinct in the wild occurs, then a schedule will be added to the applicable notice. 

Specially protected species 

Listed by order of the Minister as specially protected under section 13(1) of the BC Act. Meeting one or more of 
the following categories: species of special conservation interest; migratory species; cetaceans; species subject to 
international agreement; or species otherwise in need of special protection. 

Species that are listed as Threatened species (critically endangered, endangered or vulnerable) or extinct species 
under the BC Act cannot also be listed as Specially Protected species. 

MI 

Migratory species 

Fauna that periodically or occasionally visit Australia or an external Territory or the exclusive 
economic zone; or the species is subject of an international agreement that relates to the protection 
of migratory species and that binds the Commonwealth; and listing is otherwise in accordance with 
the ministerial guidelines (section 15 of the BC Act). 

Includes birds that are subject to an agreement between the government of Australia and the 
governments of Japan (JAMBA), China (CAMBA) and The Republic of Korea (ROKAMBA), and fauna 
subject to the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (Bonn 
Convention), an environmental treaty under the United Nations Environment Program. Migratory 
species listed under the BC Act are a subset of the migratory animals that are known to visit Western 
Australia, protected under the international agreements or treaties, excluding species that are listed 
as Threatened species. 

Published as migratory birds protected under an international agreement under schedule 5 of the 
Wildlife Conservation (Specially Protected Fauna) Notice 2018. 

CD 

Species of special conservation interest (conservation dependent fauna) 

Fauna of special conservation need being species dependent on ongoing conservation intervention 
to prevent it becoming eligible for listing as Threatened, and listing is otherwise in accordance with 
the ministerial guidelines (section 14 of the BC Act). 

Published as conservation dependent fauna under schedule 6 of the Wildlife Conservation (Specially 
Protected Fauna) Notice 2018. 
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Conservation Codes for Western Australian Flora and Fauna 

OS 

Other specially protected species 

Fauna otherwise in need of special protection to ensure their conservation, and listing is otherwise 
in accordance with the ministerial guidelines (section 18 of the BC Act). 

Published as other specially protected fauna under schedule 7 of the Wildlife Conservation (Specially 
Protected Fauna) Notice 2018. 

P 

Priority species 

Possibly Threatened species that do not meet survey criteria, or are otherwise data deficient, are 
added to the Priority Fauna or Priority Flora Lists under Priorities 1, 2 or 3. These three categories are 
ranked in order of Priority for survey and evaluation of conservation status so that consideration can 
be given to their declaration as Threatened fauna or flora. 

Species that are adequately known, are rare but not Threatened, or meet criteria for near 
Threatened, or that have been recently removed from the Threatened species or other specially 
protected fauna lists for other than taxonomic reasons, are placed in Priority 4. These species require 
regular monitoring.  

Assessment of Priority codes is based on the Western Australian distribution of the species, unless 
the distribution in WA is part of a contiguous population extending into adjacent States, as defined 
by the known spread of locations. 

1 

Priority 1: Poorly-known species 

Species that are known from one or a few locations (generally five or less) which are potentially at 
risk. All occurrences are either: very small; or on lands not managed for conservation, e.g. agricultural 
or pastoral lands, urban areas, road and rail reserves, gravel reserves and active mineral leases; or 
otherwise under threat of habitat destruction or degradation. Species may be included if they are 
comparatively well known from one or more locations but do not meet adequacy of survey 
requirements and appear to be under immediate threat from known threatening processes. Such 
species are in urgent need of further survey. 

2 

Priority 2: Poorly-known species 

Species that are known from one or a few locations (generally five or less), some of which are on 
lands managed primarily for nature conservation, e.g. national parks, conservation parks, nature 
reserves and other lands with secure tenure being managed for conservation. Species may be 
included if they are comparatively well known from one or more locations but do not meet adequacy 
of survey requirements and appear to be under threat from known threatening processes. Such 
species are in urgent need of further survey. 

3 

Priority 3: Poorly-known species 

Species that are known from several locations, and the species does not appear to be under imminent 
threat, or from few but widespread locations with either large population size or significant remaining 
areas of apparently suitable habitat, much of it not under imminent threat. Species may be included 
if they are comparatively well known from several locations but do not meet adequacy of survey 
requirements and known threatening processes exist that could affect them. Such species are in need 
of further survey. 

4 

Priority 4: Rare, Near Threatened and other species in need of monitoring 

(a) Rare. Species that are considered to have been adequately surveyed, or for which sufficient 
knowledge is available, and that are considered not currently Threatened or in need of special 
protection but could be if present circumstances change. These species are usually represented on 
conservation lands. 

(b) Near Threatened. Species that are considered to have been adequately surveyed and that are 
close to qualifying for vulnerable but are not listed as Conservation Dependent. 

(c) Species that have been removed from the list of Threatened species during the past five years for 
reasons other than taxonomy. 

1 The definition of flora includes algae, fungi and lichens. 
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DBCA Definitions and Criteria for TECs and PECs 

Criteria Definition 

Threatened Ecological Communities 

Presumed Totally 
Destroyed (PD) 

An ecological community that has been adequately searched for but for which no 
representative occurrences have been located. The community has been found to be 
totally destroyed or so extensively modified throughout its range that no occurrence of it 
is likely to recover its species composition and/or structure in the foreseeable future. 

An ecological community will be listed as presumed totally destroyed if there are no recent 
records of the community being extant and either of the following applies (A or B): 

A. Records within the last 50 years have not been confirmed despite thorough searches of 
known or likely habitats or 

B. All occurrences recorded within the last 50 years have since been destroyed. 

Critically Endangered 
(CR) 

An ecological community that has been adequately surveyed and found to have been 
subject to a major contraction in area and/or that was originally of limited distribution and 
is facing severe modification or destruction throughout its range in the immediate future, 
or is already severely degraded throughout its range but capable of being substantially 
restored or rehabilitated. 

An ecological community will be listed as Critically Endangered when it has been 
adequately surveyed and is found to be facing an extremely high risk of total destruction 
in the immediate future. This will be determined on the basis of the best available 
information, by it meeting any one or more of the following criteria (A, B or C): 

A. The estimated geographic range, and/or total area occupied, and/or number of discrete 
occurrences since European settlement have been reduced by at least 90% and either or 
both of the following apply (i or ii): 

 i. geographic range, and/or total area occupied and/or number of discrete 
 occurrences are continuing to decline such that total destruction of the 
 community is imminent (within approximately 10 years). 

 ii. modification throughout its range is continuing such that in the immediate 
 future (within approximately 10 years) the community is unlikely to be capable of 
 being substantially rehabilitated. 

B. Current distribution is limited, and one or more of the following apply (i, ii or iii): 

 i. geographic range and/or number of discrete occurrences, and/or area occupied 
 is highly restricted and the community is currently subject to known threatening 
 processes which are likely to result in total destruction throughout its range in the 
 immediate future (within approximately 10 years). 

 ii. there are very few occurrences, each of which is small and/or isolated and 
 extremely vulnerable to known threatening processes. 

 iii. there may be many occurrences but total area is very small and each 
 occurrence is small and/or isolated and extremely vulnerable to known 
 threatening processes. 

C. The ecological community exists only as highly modified occurrences that may be 
capable of being rehabilitated if such work begins in the immediate future (within 
approximately 10 years). 

Endangered (EN) 

An ecological community that has been adequately surveyed and found to have been 
subject to a major contraction in area and/or was originally of limited distribution and is in 
danger of significant modification throughout its range or severe modification or 
destruction over most of its range in the near future. 
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Criteria Definition 

An ecological community will be listed as Endangered when it has been adequately 
surveyed and is not Critically Endangered but is facing a very high risk of total destruction 
in the near future. This will be determined on the basis of the best available information 
by it meeting any one or more of the following criteria (A, B, or C): 

A. The geographic range, and/or total area occupied, and/or number of discrete 
occurrences have been reduced by at least 70% since European settlement and either or 
both of the following apply (i or ii): 

 i. the estimated geographic range, and/or total area occupied and/or number of 
 discrete occurrences are continuing to decline such that total destruction of the 
 community is likely in the short term future (within approximately 20 years). 

 ii. modification throughout its range is continuing such that in the short term 
 future (within approximately 20 years) the community is unlikely to be capable of 
 being substantially restored or rehabilitated. 

B. Current distribution is limited, and one or more of the following apply (i, ii or iii):  

 i. geographic range and/or number of discrete occurrences, and/or area occupied 
 is highly restricted and the community is currently subject to known threatening 
 processes which are likely to result in total destruction throughout its range in the 
 short term future (within approximately 20 years). 

 ii. there are few occurrences, each of which is small and/or isolated and all or most 
 occurrences are very vulnerable to known threatening processes. 

 iii. there may be many occurrences but total area is small and all or most 
 occurrences are small and/or isolated and very vulnerable to known threatening 
 processes. 

The ecological community exists only as very modified occurrences that may be capable of 
being substantially restored or rehabilitated if such work begins in the short-term future 
(within approximately 20 years). 

Vulnerable (VU) 

An ecological community that has been adequately surveyed and is found to be declining 
and/or has declined in distribution and/or condition and whose ultimate security has not 
yet been assured and/or a community that is still widespread but is believed likely to move 
into a category of higher threat in the near future if threatening processes continue or 
begin operating throughout its range. 

An ecological community will be listed as Vulnerable when it has been adequately surveyed 
and is not Critically Endangered or Endangered but is facing a high risk of total destruction 
or significant modification in the medium to long-term future. This will be determined on 
the basis of the best available information by it meeting any one or more of the following 
criteria (A, B or C): 

A. The ecological community exists largely as modified occurrences that are likely to be 
capable of being substantially restored or rehabilitated. 

B. The ecological community may already be modified and would be vulnerable to 
threatening processes, is restricted in area and/or range and/or is only found at a few 
locations. 

C. The ecological community may be still widespread but is believed likely to move into a 
category of higher threat in the medium to long term future because of existing or 
impending threatening processes. 

Priority Ecological Communities 

Priority One 

Poorly known ecological communities 

Ecological communities with apparently few, small occurrences, all or most not actively 
managed for conservation (e.g. within agricultural or pastoral lands, urban areas, active 
mineral leases) and for which current threats exist. Communities may be included if they 
are comparatively well-known from one or more localities but do not meet adequacy of 
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Criteria Definition 

survey requirements, and/or are not well defined, and appear to be under immediate 
threat from known threatening processes across their range. 

Priority Two 

Poorly known ecological communities 

Communities that are known from few small occurrences, all or most of which are actively 
managed for conservation (e.g. within national parks, conservation parks, nature reserves, 
state forest, unallocated Crown land, water reserves, etc.) and not under imminent threat 
of destruction or degradation. Communities may be included if they are comparatively well 
known from one or more localities, but do not meet adequacy of survey requirements, 
and/or are not well defined, and appear to be under threat from known threatening 
processes. 

Priority Three 

Poorly known ecological communities 

 i. Communities that are known from several to many occurrences, a significant 
 number or area of which are not under threat of habitat destruction or 
 degradation or. 

 ii. Communities known from a few widespread occurrences, which are either large 
 or within significant remaining areas of habitat in which other occurrences may 
 occur, much of it not under imminent threat, or. 

 iii. Communities made up of large, and/or widespread occurrences, that may or 
 may not be represented in the reserve system, but are under threat of 
 modification across much of their range from processes such as grazing by 
 domestic and/or feral stock, and inappropriate fire regimes. 

Communities may be included if they are comparatively well known from several localities, 
but do not meet adequacy of survey requirements and / or are not well defined, and known 
threatening processes exist that could affect them. 

Priority Four 

Ecological communities that are adequately known, rare but not Threatened or meet 
criteria for Near Threatened, or that have been recently removed from the Threatened list. 
These communities require regular monitoring. 

 i. Rare. Ecological communities known from few occurrences that are considered 
 to have been adequately surveyed, or for which sufficient knowledge is available, 
 and that are considered not currently Threatened or in need of special protection, 
 but could be if present circumstances change These communities are usually 
 represented on conservation lands. 

 ii. Near Threatened. Ecological communities that are considered to have been 
 adequately surveyed and that do not qualify for Conservation Dependent, but 
 that are close to qualifying for Vulnerable. 

 iii. Ecological communities that have been removed from the list of Threatened 
 communities during the past five years. 

Priority Five 

Conservation Dependent Ecological Communities 

Ecological Communities that are not Threatened but are subject to a specific conservation 
program, the cessation of which would result in the community becoming Threatened 
within five years. 
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DateObs CommonName Abundance ObsMethod Comments Easting Northing 

16/10/2024 Western Ringtail Possum - Nest or Drey 
confirmed WRP 
present from thermal 
scope 

382105.49 6300820.031 

16/10/2024 Western Ringtail Possum - Nest or Drey Large drey 382103.758 382103.758 

16/10/2024 Western Ringtail Possum - Nest or Drey Large drey 382100.078 6300817.373 

16/10/2024 Western Ringtail Possum 1 Spotlight female 382102.83 6300821.66 
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