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Helen Chernoff  
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East Perth, WA 6004  

 

Re: Western Spiny-tailed Skink search of the Mount Magnet mining area 

 

Dear Helen 

Terrestrial Ecosystems is pleased to provide a report on the recently completed fieldwork searching for the 

Western Spiny-tailed Skink (Egernia stokesii badia) in the Mount Magnet mining area (Figure 1). This targeted 

field investigation follows Terrestrial Ecosystems’ (2025) Basic vertebrate fauna survey and assessment of the 

project area.  

Several additional surveys of the vertebrate fauna have been conducted near the project area, including: 

• 360 Environmental (2021) Moyagee Gold Project Biological Survey, Unpublished report for 

Musgrave Minerals, Perth. 

• 360 Environmental (2018) Moyagee Gold Project Baseline Environmental Studies, Unpublished 

report for Musgrave Minerals, Perth. 

• Coffey Environments (2013) Level 2 Fauna Assessment Survey and Impact Assessment – Moyagee 

tenement, Unpublished report for Silverlake Resources, Perth. 

• Ecologia Environment (2010a) Egernia stokesii badia summary of results. Unpublished report for 

Oakajee Port and Rail Pty Ltd. 

• Ecologia Environment (2010b) OPR Rail Proposal: Terrestrial Fauna Assessment. Unpublished 

report for Oakajee Port and Rail, Perth. 

• Ecologia Environment (2012) Karbar Station Solar Energy Project: Vertebrate Fauna Assessment, 

Unpublished report for Hyperion Energy, Perth. 

• Terrestrial Ecosystems (2023) Basic vertebrate fauna survey and risk assessment for the Niobe 

Project. Unpublished report for Aldoro Resources, Perth.  

Western Spiny-tailed Skink 

The Western Spiny-tailed Skink (Plate 1) is listed as Endangered under the Biodiversity Conservation Act (BC 

Act) 2016 and Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC Act) 1999. It is a large, stout, 

live-bearing lizard that has several recognised subspecies in Western Australia. The biology of this species is 

well understood, as it is very similar to that of the Egernia stokesii in South Australia, which has been 

extensively studied (Duffield and Bull 1998; Gardner et al. 1999; Gardner et al. 2001; Gardner et al. 2002). It 

is typically found in places that provide shallow crevices or hollows, such as hollow logs, granite crevices, 

particularly exfoliating granite, or some man-made structures that provide layered crevices (Bradley et al. 

2022). This skink lives in small, fragmented groups that can be genetically isolated (Pearson et al. 2020).  

It is sedentary and lives in colonies, and How et al. (2003) examined old records and visited multiple known 

sites for this species to report that it is typically found in areas supported by York Gum, but also in Gimlet and 

Salmon Gum woodlands. It is relatively easy to detect by its scat piles for someone suitably experienced. 

Western Spiny-tailed Skinks have characteristic scats and use a latrine site (Plate 2); so searching for latrines 

is a primary method for identifying colonies in the field.  
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Plate 1. Western Spiny-tailed Skink Plate 2. Western Spiny-tailed Skink scats 

Field assessment 

Between 4-9 February and 12 December 2025, Terrestrial Ecosystems zoologists searched the project area. In 

February, 692 habitat locations were assessed, and fauna habitats mapped. A follow-up field investigation was 

then conducted in December 2025 where zoologists undertook searches of the identified rocky outcrops and 

breakaways to search for Western Spiny-tailed Skink or their latrine sites. There were no large, hollow-bearing 

trees in the area, so searches focused on rocky areas, which were the only available refuges.  

The field investigations were undertaken by Tom Raymond, Mitch Plozza and Campbell Young. Field searches 

were conducted for signs of the skink, using both direct observations and indirect evidence (scat searches). All 

suitable habitat was searched (Figure 2).  

Results 

No Western Spiny-tailed Skinks or their scats were found during the searches. Potentially suitable habitat is 

shown in Plates 1-8.  

Discussion 

The available habitat in the project area is atypical of habitats where Egernia stokesii are regularly encountered. 

There are no local records of this skink, and they were assessed as unlikely to be present.  

Yours sincerely 

 
Dr Scott Thompson 

Director and Principal Zoologist 
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Disclaimer 

 
This document is published in accordance with and subject to an agreement between Terrestrial Ecosystems and the client for whom it 

has been prepared: Ramelius Resources (“Client”) and is restricted to those issues that have been raised by the client in its engagement of 

Terrestrial Ecosystems and prepared using the standard of skill and care ordinarily exercised by Environmental Scientists in the preparation 
of such Documents.  

 
Any person or organisation that relies on or uses the document for purposes or reasons other than those agreed by Terrestrial Ecosystems 

and the Client without first obtaining the prior written consent of Terrestrial Ecosystems, does so entirely at their own risk and Terrestrial 

Ecosystems denies all liability in tort, contract or otherwise for any loss, damage or injury of any kind whatsoever (whether in negligence 
or otherwise) that may be suffered as a consequence of relying on this Document for any purpose other than that agreed with the Client. 
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Plate 3. Fauna habitat Plate 4. Fauna habitat 

  
Plate 5. Fauna habitat Plate 6. Fauna habitat 

  
Plate 7. Fauna habitat Plate 8. Fauna habitat 
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