
















9 
 

• Difficulties associated with existing land ownership/acquisition. 

 

In consideration of the above constraints, two options remained, extending 
the siding east, or west. The 27.96 ha 360 Environmental Survey Area (360 
Environmental 2023) covered the areas considered for construction of the 
Proposal. The option to the west brought the noise from the rail operation 
closer to Kellerberrin town and caused the sensors for the level crossing 
boom gates to be activated by shunting. 

 

This was difficult to correct or avoid through design. The clearing of native 
vegetation was also required as part of the western option. After 
consideration of operational and rail network constraints and combined with 
potential environmental and social impacts, a single viable option (the 
Proposal) remained. The proposed Disturbance Footprint avoids 2.19 ha 
(59.7%) of the native vegetation located within the 360 Environmental 
Survey Area. 

 

The proposed Disturbance Footprint also avoids 23 potential Carnaby's 
Black Cockatoo breeding trees, and 5.34 ha (61.1%) of the foraging habitat 
identified within the Bamford Survey Area (Bamford 2023). The Disturbance 
Footprint within the Development Envelope was intentionally reduced to 
avoid impacts to six potential Carnaby's Black Cockatoo breeding trees 
located in the Development Envelope: two Eucalyptus salmonophloia, one 
E. loxophleba (a rank 3 tree containing a potentially suitable hollow) and 
three planted E. sp., which are located within the Avoidance Area. This was 
achieved by: 

• Optimisation of the rail alignment and associated infrastructure south of 
Mather Road 

• Minimising the extent of earthworks around potential habitat trees, as far 
as practicable 

• Adjusting the drainage design, including minimising drainage infrastructure 
constructed to the south of Mather Road and instead constructing the 
majority to the north of Mather Road, within areas of cleared agricultural 
land. 

 

Trees have only been proposed to be cleared where there is no ability for 
retention given their location as well as construction and operational 
constraints. 

 

The Disturbance Footprint is inclusive of all areas that may be impacted by 
the Proposal. However, the final extent of vegetation clearing will be 
minimised as much as practicable during construction. The final length of 
the railway track will be the minimum required for operation and 
achievement of project technical specifications. 












