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1 INTRODUCTION 

 PROJECT BACKGROUND 

The Shire of Wyndham-East Kimberley (SWEK) is one of the four Local Government Areas in the 

Kimberley region of Western Australia (WA).  The SWEK covers over 120,000 square kilometres 

(sq km), including the towns of Kununurra and Wyndham, WA's northernmost town.   

SWEK is planning for a road realignment and intersection construction along Weaber Plain Road 

and Mulligans Lagoon Road (Project).  The Project will require clearing of up to 7.3 ha of native 

vegetation, and no relevant clearing exemptions apply, thereby requiring a formal Native 

Vegetation Clearing Permit (NVCP) application under the Environmental Protection Act 1986 (WA) 

(EP Act). 

 PURPOSE 

The purpose of this NVCP application is to seek permission to clear up to 7.3 ha of native 

vegetation within a 22.5 ha Permit Area (Figure 1) to facilitate the Project.   
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2 PERMIT AREA 

A Purpose Permit is being sought to allow a total clearing of up to 7.3 ha of native vegetation within 

a 22.5 ha Permit Area (Figure 1). 

 BOUNDARY 

Clearing is to be conducted entirely within the boundaries of the Permit Area shown in Figure 1.  

Key environmental values are outlined in Section 4.   

 TENURE AND LAND ACCESS  

All proposed vegetation disturbance addressed in this NVCP application will occur alongside 

Weaber Plain Road and Mulligans Lagoon Road.  

The Permit Area is entirely within the SWEK Local Government area. 

 NATIVE TITLE  

The Permit Area does not intersect any Native Title determination areas.  The Permit Area does 

intersect the Ord Final Agreement (WI2005/003) Indigenous Land Use Agreement registered 

with the State of Western Australia 

All vegetation disturbance will occur within the Permit Area shown in Figure 1.  SWEK will comply 

with the requirements of the Native Title Act 1993 (Cth).   
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3 PROPOSED ACTIVITIES 

Clearing is required to widen sections along Weaber Plains Road and Mulligan’s Lagoon Road as 

well as intersection construction works.  Mechanical clearing will be undertaken. 
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Plate 1: Aerial Imagery Permit Area Overview 

 



Weaber Plain Road and Mulligans Lagoon Road – NVCP Application 
Shire of Wyndham-East Kimberley 

P a g e  | 21 

 

Plate 2: Aerial Imagery Permit Area Southwest 
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Plate 3: Aerial Imagery Permit Area Northwest 
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Plate 4: Aerial Imagery Permit Area East 
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 WATER AND DRAINAGE 

The Permit Area is within the Lower Ord River catchment.  The Lower Ord forms the terminus of 

the Ord River catchment.  No drainage lines or permanent water bodies occur within the Permit 

Area. 

 LAND USE 

The dominant land use in the surrounding area is grazing, native pastures, Unallocated Crown 

Land, Indigenous and Crown reserves.  The area is a renowned wilderness tourism destination 

and is hosting increasing numbers of tourists and conservation.    

The Permit Area contains a large proportion of existing disturbance as a result of the existing road 

network.  
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5 STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION 

SWEK identified the following potential stakeholders for the Project: 

• Kununurra and Wyndham communities; 

• Pastoral lessees; 

• Department of Transport; 

• Main Roads Western Australia; 

• Department of Water and Environmental Regulation; 

• Registered Native Title holders; 

• Local tourism operators; 

• Tourists; 

• Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage; 

• Department of the Environment and Energy; and 

• Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development. 

Shire road maintenance is subject to annual funding submissions and the scale and nature of 

activities may vary from year to year.  SWEK have taken the opportunity to review the potential 

activities over the next ten years and have consulted with key stakeholders during the planning 

and funding stages, and will continue to consult with key stakeholders during the implementation 

stages for the Project.   

Consultation will be conducted as part of SWEK’s normal information and consultation processes.  

SWEK notifies key stakeholders of road work activities and road status via their website (available 

at http://www.swek.wa.gov.au/).  
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6 ASSESSMENT OF CLEARING AGAINST THE TEN 

CLEARING PRINCIPLES  

The proposed vegetation disturbance has been assessed against the ten clearing principles 

described within A Guide to the Assessment of Applications to Clear Native Vegetation (Department 

of Environmental Regulation (DER), 2014; Table 6).
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7 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

The purpose of this NVCP Application is to allow the clearing of up to 7.3 ha of native vegetation. 

The following key points are noted: 

• Clearing of 7.3 ha within the Permit Area represents less than 0.003% of the remaining 

extent of Vegetation Association 909 in the Keep subregion; 

• The proposed clearing will not impact the following; 

o TECs or PECs;  

o Threatened Flora; or 

o Conservation areas; 

• The proposed clearing is unlikely to result in significant impacts to the following: 

o Threatened and Priority Fauna; and 

o Priority Flora.   

SWEK has also identified a number of control measures to minimise the impacts to native 

vegetation.  These measures include the following: 

• All clearing will be managed under a Ground Disturbance Permit process (or similar); 

• The total extent of vegetation clearing is limited to 7.3 ha; 

• Clearing areas will be identified prior using GPS coordinates, and boundaries visually 

identified with pegs; 

• All clearing restricted to only what is required for each activity within the proposed Permit 

Area and undertaken only when required; and 

• All vegetation clearing and earth moving equipment will be inspected and cleaned prior 

to conducting clearing activities, vehicles will be inspected as cleaned as required to 

prevent the incidental spread of weeds. 

This NVCP application assessed the proposed vegetation clearing against the ten clearing 

principles described in A Guide to the Assessment of Applications to Clear Native Vegetation (DER, 

2014).  As described in Table 6, the proposed clearing may be at variance with one clearing 

principle due to the potential presence of Priority Flora.  It is unlikely however that the clearing 

of narrow footprints alongside existing roads (within widespread habitat) would result in a 

significant proportional loss of any species if it was present. 
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