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Plate 8. Limited native understorey to be cleared, as demarcated between the two red lines.  

Avoidance and Mitigation Measures 

A site visit was undertaken by Accendo and the City of Busselton in February 2026 to determine the 
minimum clearing requirements necessary to accommodate the proposed footpath and associated 
drainage swale, while prioritising public safety. Historical aerial photography confirms that the subject area 
was previously cleared, and the existing trees are predominantly regrowth within the disturbance 
footprint. As far as practicable, vegetation retention has been prioritised, and the footpath alignment has 
been reduced to 1.5 m in constrained sections to retain significant trees. 

Of the 15 trees proposed for removal, 11 are juvenile Peppermint trees, three are mature Peppermint trees 
with a DBH greater than 30 cm, and one is a small Marri tree with a DBH less than 50 cm. The removal of 
these trees is required to facilitate construction of the footpath and drainage swale, which are necessary 
to improve pedestrian safety, manage stormwater, and support upgrades to existing infrastructure. Given 
their proximity to the carriageway and the constrained nature of the road reserve, retaining these trees 
would compromise the safe delivery of the works and increase the risk of drainage issues, thereby posing 
an ongoing hazard to the public. 

The preliminary design of the pathway placed the path on the southern (residential) side of Marri Drive. 
However, during public consultation, residents supported the pathway but strongly preferred the 
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alignment on the northern (reserve) side. Their reasons included improving the bushfire buffer zone from 
Marri Reserve and reducing conflict between pedestrians and vehicles reversing from driveways.  

In response, the City reviewed the design and developed an alternative northern side alignment. During 
this process, existing erosion issues along the road edge were identified, leading to the inclusion of an open 
drain to reduce future erosion. Pedestrian fencing was also incorporated to help restrict unauthorised 
access within Marri Reserve. Accordingly, the proposed alignment within the current road reserve 
represents the most practical and balanced outcome, having regard to safety, engineering requirements, 
and community considerations. 

There are no feasible alternatives to the proposed clearing, as the trees are located within the required 
construction footprint for the footpath and drainage infrastructure. Alternative measures, such as further 
realignment or installation of protective barriers, are not practicable due to spatial constraints and would 
not adequately address the identified safety and drainage requirements. 

To avoid any direct or indirect impacts to other vegetation within or adjacent to these trees, the applicant 
has committed to the following mitigation measures: 

• Prior to clearing commencing, the 15 trees and clearing footprint will be clearly demarcated with 
flagging tape; 

• No vehicular access or parking within vegetated areas in the reserve; and 
• No stockpiling of cleared vegetation or storage of equipment within the reserve. 

The applicant has also committed to planting the following tubestock within the adjacent Marri Reserve: 

• 30 Agonis flexuosa; and 
• 2 Corymbia calophylla trees. 

Impact Assessment 

Any clearing of native vegetation requires a permit in accordance with Part V of the Environmental 
Protection Act 1986 (EP Act), except where an exemption applies under Schedule 6 of the Act or is 
prescribed by regulation in the Environmental Protection (Clearing Native Vegetation) Regulations 2004.  

The clearing of native vegetation for the purpose of the footpath and drainage swale upgrade works is 
subject to a clearing application. Clearing applications are assessed against the Ten Clearing Principles 
outlined in Schedule 5 of the EP Act. These principles aim to ensure that all potential impacts resulting from 
the removal of native vegetation can be assessed in an integrated manner. 

An examination of the Ten Clearing Principles based upon a site visit and desktop information is provided 
below. 
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Summary 

I trust this information is sufficient for your purposes. Should you have any queries or require further 
information, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned. 
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FIGURES 
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