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Clearing Permit Decision Report 


1. Application details



1.1. Permit application details

Permit application No.:
116/1

Permit type:
Area Permit

1.2. Proponent details

Proponent’s name:
Legend Mining Limited

Postal address:
P.O. Box 626 West Perth WA 6872

Contacts:
Phone: 
9332 3700


Fax: 
9322 3800


E-mail: 
ian@legendmining.com.au

1.3. Property details

Property:
M51/186

Colloquial name:
Specimen Well Gidgee Gold Mine

1.4. Application

Clearing Area (ha)
No. Trees
Method of Clearing
For the purpose of:

9.2

Mechanical Removal
Mining

2. Site information

2.1. Existing environment and information

2.1.1. Description of the native vegetation under application

Vegetation Description
Clearing Description
Vegetation Condition
Comment
Date
Assessing Officer

Beard Vegetation Association 18: Low woodland; mulga (Acacia aneura).<BR><BR>Beard Vegetation Association 39: Shrublands; mulga scrub<BR>
A total of 43 species were recorded for the site (GHEMS Holdings Pty Ltd 2004).  Three forms of Acacia aneura were observed along with other species as listed in the flora survey carried out by GHEMS Holdings Pty Ltd (2004).


Excellent: Vegetation structure intact; disturbance affecting individual species, weeds non-aggressive (Keighery 1994)
Beard vegetation associations 18 and 39 have approximately 99.9% of their pre-European extent remaining (Shepherd et al 2001).
05 October 2004
Trish Fleming

3. Assessment of application against Clearing Principles

(a)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises a high level of biological diversity.

Comments
Proposal is not likely to be at variance with this Principle



Removal of a small area of vegetation in the near-intact landscape is not likely to significantly impact on fauna habitat.



Methodology
GHEMS Holdings Pty Ltd (2004)


Date: 27-Sep-04
Assessing officer:  Melanie Price
TRIM /ref:  HD17748

(b) Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises the whole or a part of, or is necessary for the maintenance of, a significant habitat for fauna indigenous to Western Australia.

Comments
Proposal is not likely to be at variance with this Principle



Removal of a small area of vegetation in the near-intact landscape is not likely to significantly impact on fauna habitat.



Methodology
GHEMS Holdings Pty Ltd (2004)


Date: 27-Sep-04
Assessing officer: Melanie Price
TRIM /ref: IN17599

(c)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if it includes, or is necessary for the continued existence of, significant flora.

Comments
Proposal is not likely to be at variance with this Principle



No Declared Rare Flora are known to be present, and habitats likely to contain rare flora are not known from the area.



Methodology
GHEMS Holdings Pty Ltd (2004)


Date: 27-Sep-04
Assessing officer: Melanie Price
TRIM /ref: IN17599

(d)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises the whole or a part of, or is necessary for the maintenance of a significant ecological community.

Comments
Proposal is not likely to be at variance with this Principle



There are no issues that have been identified relating to the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.  No known significant or threatened ecological communities have been identified.



Methodology
Data reviewed: Threatened Ecological Community GIS database


Date: 27-Sep-04
Assessing officer: Melanie Price
TRIM /ref: 

(e)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if it is significant as a remnant of native vegetation in an area that has been extensively cleared.

Comments
Proposal is not at variance to this Principle




The Bioregion and vegetation associations 18 and 39 are not highly cleared (99.9% remaining; Shepherd et al 2001).


Pre-European 
Current 
Remaining 
Conservation 
% in reserves/CALM-


area (ha)
extent (ha)
%* 
status** 
managed land

IBRA Bioregion

      - Great Victoria Desert
6,670,316
6,670,254
~100
Least concern


Beard veg type - 18
19910253
19908523
~100
Least concern
5.5

Beard veg type - 39
6,670,316
6,670,254
~100
Least concern
10.5

* (Shepherd et al. 2001)

** (Department of Natural Resources and Environment 2002)



Methodology
Shepherd et al. (2001)


Date: 27-Sep-04
Assessing officer: Melanie Price
TRIM /ref: 

(f)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if it is growing in, or in association with, an environment associated with a watercourse or wetland.

Comments
Proposal is at variance to this Principle




There are watercourses directly associated with area to be cleared.  The watercourses, however, are fairly minor.



Methodology
Legend Mining Limited (2004)


Date: 27-Sep-04
Assessing officer: Melanie Price
TRIM /ref: ND226

(g)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to cause appreciable land degradation.

Comments
Proposal is not at variance with this Principle



Removal of a small area of vegetation in the near-intact landscape is not likely to have an appreciable impact on erosion, waterlogging, salinity or acidity/alkalinity.



Methodology
DAWA Advice; Legend Mining Limited (2004)




Date: 27-Sep-04
Assessing officer: Melanie Price
TRIM /ref: ND226

(h)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to have an impact on the environmental values of any adjacent or nearby conservation area.

Comments
Proposal is at variance to this Principle

(h4) Native vegetation should not be cleared if it provides habitats not well represented on conservation land.




Only 5.5% and 10.5% of Beard vegetation types 18 and 39 are protected in secure tenure.  The benchmark of 15% representation in conservation reserves (Janis, 1997) has not been met for this vegetation complex.  However, given the high extent of this vegetation type remaining, this is not considered a significant conservation issue.



Methodology
Data reviewed: CALM managed Land GIS Database


Date: 27-Sep-04
Assessing officer: Melanie Price
TRIM /ref: ND226

(i)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to cause deterioration in the quality of surface or underground water.

Comments
Proposal is not at variance to this Principle




There is limited groundwater in the area.  DAWA note a potential affect of clearing upon water quality for waterholes utilised by stock.



Methodology
DAWA Advice; Legend Mining Limited (2004)


Date: 27-Sep-04
Assessing officer: Melanie Price
TRIM /ref: ND226

(j)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if clearing the vegetation is likely to cause, or exacerbate, the incidence of flooding.

Comments
Proposal is not at variance to this Principle




Flood risk in this area is due to cyclonic activities and not obviously related to vegetation retention.  The Notice of Intent to Mine states that road/mine design allows for the minor and irregular surface water flows that are expected (Legend Mining Limited 2004)



Methodology
Legend Mining Limited (2004)


Date: 27-Sep-04
Assessing officer: Melanie Price
TRIM /ref: ND226

4. Assessor’s recommendations

Purpose
Method
Applied 

area (ha)/ trees 
Decision

area (ha)/ trees 
Decision
Comment / recommendation

Mining
Mechanical Removal
9.2




Recommend that the permit be granted with conditions.
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