Government of Western Australia

Ko
g&?@ Department of Environment Clearing Permit Decision Report
S

" Application details . .

1.1.  Permit application detaiis
Permit application No.: 1488/1

Permit type: “Area’ Permlt

1.2. Proponent details

Proponent’s name: MR ‘Maurice Battilana CEQ Shire of Chapman Vailey

1.3. Property details
Property; 'ROAD RESERVE ( HOWATHARRA 6532) -
ROAD RESERVE (HOWATHARRA 6532)
' ROAD. RESERVE ( HOWATHARRA 6532)
ROAD RESERVE (HOWATHARRA 6532)
' ROAD RESERVE ( HOWATHARRA 6532)
_ROAD RESERVE ( HOWATHARRA 6532) - .
“ROAD RESERVE ( HOWATHARRA 6532) - -
'ROAD RESERVE (HOWATHARRA 6532) -
'ROAD RESERVE (HOWATHARRA'6532)
/CLOSED ROAD ( HOWATHARRA8532) . -
_ROAD RESERVE (HOWATHARRA6532)
ﬁ_-'}ROAD RESERVE ((HOWATHARRA 6532)
_ROAD RESERVE (HOWATHARRA6532).
-ROAD RESERVE (HOWATHARRA 6532)
“"ROAD RESERVE ( HOWATHARRA 6532)
ROAD RESERVE ( HOWATHARRA 6532)
. ROAD RESERV -'(;Z:HOWATHARRA 6532)°

'ROAD RESERVE ( HOWATHARRA 6532)'._
'ROAD RESERVE (HOWATHARRA 6532) -
-ROAD RESERVE { HOWATHARRA 6532)_ e
Local Government Area: 'Shsre Of Chapman Valley : S
Celioguial name: -

1.4. Application
Clearing Area (ha) No. Trees Method of Clearing For the purpose of:
0.7 Mechanical Removal Road construction or maintenance

2. -Site Information

2.1. Existing environment and information
2.1.1. Description of the nafive vegefation under application

Vegetation Description Clearing Description Vegetation Condition Commen_t_ i

Beard vegetation association  The proposal involves clearing Very Good: vegetation The condition of the vegetation ranged
359: Shrublands; acacia and  vegetation adjacent to an existing  Structure altered; obvious  from degraded to exceilent. In some
banksia scrub. road to aliow for the realignment of signs of disturbance. places t_here is little of the_orlgmal .
Beard vegetation association ~ Some bends. Some sections of the  (Keighery 1994) vegeiation structure r@mrasmné;, pofssmly
440 Shrublands: Acacia road reserve neighbour agricuitural due to disturbances such as dust r?m
ligulata open scr’ub. land and have little of the original the road, weeds and other impacts from

the agricultural area. However the areas
adjacent to the well vegetated block
appear relatively undisturbed and are in
excelient condition. Overall the condition

" of the vegetation to be cleared is best
descriges as very good.

vegetation structure remaining.
However, the majority of the
clearing wouid occur adjacent to
well vegetated, privately owned
land. Overall the vegetation is best
described as shrubland which is
dominated by acacia species.

Shepherd et al, 2001.

Site Visit DEC Officer, 14/7/2006
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{a) "Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises a high level of biclogical diversity.

Comments Proposal is not likely to be at variance o this Principle

The area under application comprises of a number of differeni sections within a road reserve. Some of these
are in a degraded condition with very littie vegetation occurring and thus could not be considered fo represent a
high level of biodiversity. However, other secfions are in excellent condition as they occur adjacent to areas
that have not been cleared. This proposal occurs in a coasial location and is dominated by the Beard
vegetation association 440; which is described as Acaciza ligulata open scrub. Naturally, as a coastal vegetation
type, this association is found up and down the coast from this point. In particular, the area to the south of
Coronation Beach Road remains well vegetated and is continuous with the road reserve. Therefore as the area
under application is relatively small compared to the areas of similar vegetation that would remain, it is unlikely
that the proposal would reduce the biodiversity of the local area.

Methodology  Hopkins et al. 2001
Site visit, DEC Officer 2006.

(b} ‘Native vegetatmn ‘should not be cleared if it: compnses the whole oria part of, oris necessary for the
‘maintenance of, a significant habitat for fauna indigenous to Western Australia.: RS

Comments Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principie

The areas under application occurs within road reserve which is possibly not the preferred habitat for local
fauna, particularly as the coastal area south of Coronation Beach Road remains well vegetated. Given that the
amount of clearing proposed is relatively small, and that similar habitat is available nearby, it is uniikely that the
propesal would result in the loss of significant habitat for fauna.

Methodology  Site visit, DEC Officer 2006

rare flora
Comments Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle

There are some records of Declared Rare and Priority Flora occurring some 8km and 4km, respectively from
the area under application. However, these species occur on soil types that are described as hard acidic red
soils and neutral yeliow mottled soils containing ironstone gravels. These soils are different to the coastal area
which is described as silicecus sands with some grey-brown sandy soils. Therefore it is unlikely that any DRF or
Priority flora recorded locally would occur within the area under appiication.

Methodoiogy  GIS Databases:
- Declared Rare and Priority Flora list - CALM 01/07/05.
- Soits, Statewide - DA 11/99
Department of Agriculture (2005) Map Unit Database
Site visit, DEC Officer 2006.

(d} ‘Native vegetation should not be cleared if it- comprises the whole or a part of or is necessary for the . '
“maintenance of a threatened ecological community. T s e :

Comments Proposal is not likely to he at variance to this Principie
There are some Threatened Ecological Communities associated with the Morseby Ranges that are situated
some 8km fo the east from the area under application. These communities occur within different vegetation
types and require a buffer of 500m. The proposal is therefore not likley to be at variance to this Principle.

Methodelogy  GIS Databases: Threatened Ecolegical Communities - CALM 12/04/05

Comments Proposa! may be at variance to this Principle

Pre-Eurcpean Current Remaining  Conservation Reserves/CALM-
area {(ha)* extent (ha)* %* status™ managed land %
IBRA Bioregion -
Geraldton Sandplains™** 2474401 663,290 26.8 Vuinerable Not available
Shire - Chapman Valley*™* 311,823 32,312 10.4 Vuinerable Not available
Beard veg type - 358 51,008 10,762 21.1 Vulnerable o
Beard veg type - 440 6,670 3,977 58.6 least concern 3.8
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Methodology

assoclated with a. watercourse or wetland LT o

Comments

Methodology

* (Shepherd et al. 2001)
= (Department of Nalural Resources and Environment 2002}
Within the Infensive Landuss Zone

Based upon their pre-European vegetation extent remaining, the Shire of Chapman Valley, Geraidton Sandpiains
[BRA Bioregion and Beard vegetation association 359 all have a conservation siatus of vuinerable, while Beard
vegetaiion association 440 is of least concern (Department of Natural Resources and Environment 2002). The area
under application occurs within an extensively cleared landscape and would reduce the vegetation in each of these
groups. However, the clearing would occur over a number of different sections along the road, which together make
up the 0.7ha under application. As the clearing does not invoive a singie remnant, but rather a collection of small
areas, it may thus not be considered to represent a significant remnant. A revegetation condition has been imposed
to help reduce the impacts this clearing may have on the remaining vegetation.

Shepherd et al, 2001.

Hopkins et al. 2001.

Department of Natural Resources and Environment 2002

GIS Databases:

- Interim Biogeographic Regionalisation of Australia - EA 18/10/00
- Pre-European Vegetation - DA 01/01

- Local Government Authorities - DL 08/07/04.

Proposal is not at variance to this Principle

There are no watercourses or wetlands associated with the area under application. Therefore the proposal is
not at variance to this Principle.

GiS Databases:

Hydrography, linear - DoE 01/02/04
Site visit, DEC Officer 2006.

'(g) Native: vegetation should not be cleared |f the clearmg of the vegetatlon is hkeiy to cause appreclable__:

“fand degradation. = .U SR I St

Comments

Methodology

(h) ‘Native vegetatmn should not be cleared if: the ciearmg of the vegetation is hkely to. have an :mpact :onﬁ.f:

Proposal is not likely to be at variance fo this Principie

Given the coastat aspect of the site and that the chief soils are siliceous sands with some grey-brown sandy
soils, the area could be expected to be susceptible to wind and water erosion after clearing. Howaver, the
purpose of the clearing is to reafign a section: of road that will then be bituminised. The sealing of this road that
is currently gravel, will reduce the generation of dust that currently affects roadside vegetation. The proposal is
not likely to be at variance to this Principle.

GIS Databases:

Soils, Statewide - DA 11/98

Department of Agriculture (2005) Map Unit Database
Site visit, DEC Officer 2008.

“the environmental values of any adjacent or- nearby conservation area.

Comments

Methodology

Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle

There are a number of reserves that occur within a 10km radius of the area under application. These include
the Oakajee Reserve, Howatharra Nature Reserve, Oakabella Nature Reserve, Nilligarri Nature Reserve and
Bella Vista Nature Reserve. These reserves range in area from 6.6 to 100ha, and in distance from 7 to 10km.
Although they may be linked to the area under application, given that the amount of clearing proposed is small
and that there is surrounding vegetation remaining, the proposed clearing is unlikely to affect these
conservation areas.

Site visit, DEC Officer 2008.

GIS Databases:

- CALM Regional Parks - CALM 12/04/02

- CALM Managed Lands & Waters - CALM 01/07/05
- Proposed National Parks FMP-CALM 18/03/03

- Register of National Estate - EA 28/01/03
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{ } Native vegetation should not be cleared if the aiearsng 0'? ihe: vegetaiwn is iakeﬁy w eauee ﬁeteﬁorahoﬂ :
*in the quality of surface or underground water, 0 : : ; :

Comments Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle

The area under application contains no Public Drinking Water Source Areas, nor are any located nearby. Given
the sandy soils of this area and the fact that it lies within a coastal catchment, it is fikely that the area is free
draining in the direction of the ocean. As such, it is not likely that there would be any impact on either surface or
groundwater quality, particularly as the area to be cleared is small.

Methodology  GIS Databases:
- Public Drinking Water Source Areas (PDWSAs) - DOE 09/08/05
- Hydrographic Caichments - Catchments - DOE 23/3/05
- Soiis, Statewide - DA 11/99
Department of Agriculture (2005) Map Unit Database
Site visit, DEC Officer 20086

(i) Native: vegeta’clon shouid not be cleared 1f c]earmg the vegetat;on is iikely to cause, or exacerbate the : :._
- “incidence or.intensity of flooding." : N L S - : R

Comments Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle

As previously explained the area under application occurs close to the coast and consists of sandy soils, which
makes it likely that the area freely drains in the direction of the ocean. In addition the area receives an annual
rainfall of 500mm. Given this free drainage and moderate rainfall, it is unlikely that clearing up to 0.7ha would
cause or increase the risk of flooding.

Methodology  GiS Databases :
- Rainfall, Mean Annual - BOM 30/09/01
- Soils, Statewide - DA 11/99
Department of Agriculture (2005) Map Unit Database
Site visit, DEC Officer 2006

Pianning instrument, Native Titie, Previous EPA decision or othermatter, |00 i il v

Comments

There is no other RIWI Act Licence, Works Approval or EF Act Licence required that will affect the area under
application.

The EPA has assessed a number of Town Planning Schemes and other matters that encompass the area
under application. All assessments have been informal with no advice that would impact this assessment.

Methodology

4. Assessor’s.recommendations:

Purpose Methoed Applied Decision Comment / recommendation

area {(ha)/ trees
Road Mechanical 0.7 Grant The assessable criteria have been addressed and it has been found that the
‘30“_52’”‘3“0” cRemoval proposal may be at variance o Principie (e). However it is a condition of the
mainienance

permit that the sections of road that become disused as a resuit of this
realignment will be revegetated. In addition, as the purpose of the
application is to improve the safety of road users, the assessing officer
recommends that the permit be granted.
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Term
CALM
DAWA
DEP
Dok
DolR
DRF
EPP
Gis
ha
TEC
WRC

Meaning

Depariment of Conservation and Land Management
Department of Agriculture

Department of Environmental Protection (now DoE)
Department of Environment

Department of Industry and Resocurces

Declared Rare Flora

Ervironmental Protection Policy

Geographicat Information System

Hectare (10,000 square metres)

Threatened Ecological Community

Water and Rivers Commission (now DoE)
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