Clearing Permit Decision Report

Q.-ih' Department of Environment
\\ Government of Western Australia
S

1. - Application details .

1.1. Permit application defails 7

Permit application No.: 1547{1 T T SRR
Permit type: Purpose Permit S I
1.2. Proponent details

Proponent's name:

1.3. Property details
Property:

Local Government Area: =Shire Of. Narrogln :
Colloquial name: B : '

1.4. Application

Clearing Area (ha)
0.51

No. Trees Method of Clearing

Mechanical Removal

2. Sife Information -7 &

* Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC)-

“WILLIAMS. LOCAT[ON 11372 (-: BOUNDAEN 6312) s

For the purpose of:
Restoration

21.
2.1.1. Description of the native vegefation under application

Existing environment and information

Vegetation Description Clearing Description Vegetation Condition
The vegetation at the sife Degraded: Structure
is 2 component of the severely disturbed;

Beard Vegetation
Association No. 947
{medium woodland;
Powder Bark and Mallet).

regeneration to good
condition requires
intensive management
(Keighery 1984)

Comment

There was no clearing description provided, therefore
orthomosaic mapping was used to assess the vegetation
condition. From analysis of agrial mapping (TRIM ref
DOC15389) by the proponent and Department (TRIM ref
DOC18096) areas of vegstation within the application
appear to be in a degraded condition. Doscumentation

(TRIM ref DOC15389) provided by the proponent
indicates that the internatl area bordering the application
was used as an extraction gravel pit, therefore, the
application area which borders the immediate area next
to the grave! pit may have been degraded by this
historical activity.

3. Assessment of appl:catlon agamst clearing prmclp!es

(@) “Native megetatlon should not be cleared if it comprises a hlgh leve! of hlolog:cal' diversity. = = -

Comments Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle

The area under application is in @ degraded condition (Keighery, 1994) and consists of remnant Powderbark
and Mallet (Shepherd et al. 2001).

The application area is unlikely to contain rare flora and is unlikely to be associated with any Threatened
Ecological Communities.

Orthomosaic mapping indicates that there are areas of native vegetation surrounding ihe application area.

Given the application area size (0.51ha) and that the application is for gravel pit rehabilitation the proposed
clearing is not likely to be at variance to this principle.
Methodology  Keighery (1994)
Shepherd et al. (2001)

(b) ‘Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises the whole or a part of, or ls necessary for the -
" maintenance of, a significant habitat for fauna Indigenous to Western Australia, - = S

Comments Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle

The Red-taited Phascogale, Phascogale calura (listed as 'Endangered’ in the EPBC Act 1998 and the WC Act
1850), occurs within the 10km local area (SAC Bio Datasets 230507). The vegetation that has been applied to
be cleared would be of limited value to this taxon and other local fauna populations.
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Aerial photographs show that there is remnant vegetation surrounding the application area that appear to be in
similar or better condition than the application. Therefore, the fauna species listed above are likely to find
habitat of equal or better condition within these remnants.

This application is not fikely to be at variance to this principle.

Methodology SAC Bio datasets (230507)

(c) -Native. vegetatton should not he cleared if it mcludes, oris necessary for the conti ued exrstence"""f"’f
rare flora, : _ R : - R

Comments Proposal is not likely to be at variance to thls Prmclple

There are 24 records of 3 Declared Rare Flora (DRF} taxa and 55 records of 7 Priority Flora taxa occurring
within the 10km local area. The closest record (Gastrolobium ovalifolium, Priority 4) is approximately 2.6km
south west of the application (SAC Bio Datasets 230507).

All the DRF found within the 10km local area are associated with the same soil complexes but only one of the
DRF is associated with the same vegetation association (Shepherd et al., 2001).

The application area is unfikely to constitute a ‘significant’ habitat for these flora species due to the degraded
condition of the application area.

Methodology  Shepherd et al. (2001)
SAC Bio Datasets (230507)

Comments Proposal is not llke!y to be at variance to this Prmclple
There are no occurrences of Threatened Ecological Communities within the 10km local area. The closest
record, community type 'Toolibir', is situated approximately 26.6km from the application (SAC Bio Datasets
230507)

The TEC is described as a "perched wetland of the wheatbelt region with extensive stands of Casuarina obesa
and Metaleuca strobophylla and is associated with different soil and vegtation associations than those found
within the application area {SAC Bio Datasets 230507).

Given the above it is unlikely that the native vegtalion within the application area includes any EPBC Act listed
or state listed TEC's.

Methodology  SAC Bio Datasets (230507)

{e).-Native vegetation should not be éléér_éd_ if it is signi
“==that has been- extensively cleared.

nt as a remnant of native vegetation in an area -

Comments Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle

The vegetation at the site is a component of the Beard Vegetation Association No. 947 (medium woodland; Powder
Bark and Maltet). There is 30% (Shepherd et al., 2001) of the pre-European extent remaining and therefore a
Vulnerable' status for biodiversity conservation (Department of Nalural Resources and Environment, 2002).

The vegetation under application is also within the Avon Wheat belt P2 Bioregion and the Narrogin Shire of which
29.8% and 13.6% (Shepherd et al. 2001) of pre-European extent remaining respectively.

The National Objective and Targets for Biodiversity Conservation 2001-2005 (AGPS, 2001) recognises that the
retention of 30% or more of the pre-clearing extent of each ecological community is the target,

Given the application area size (0.51ha) and that the application is for gravel pit rehabilitation the proposed clearing
is not likely to be at variance to this principle.

Methodology  Shepherd et al. (2006)
Depariment of Natural Resources and Environment (2002)
AGPS (2001)
GIS Database:
-Pre-European Vegetation - BA 01/01
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(f) ‘Native vegetation should not be cleared if. itis growing in, or m assoclation wlth an enwronment S
i associated with a watercourse or wetland. S BRI

Comments Proposal is not likely o be at variance to this Prmclple
There are no wetlands within the 10km local area of the proposed clearing (GIS Database). There are no rivers
within the 10km tocal area.

Given the distance between wetlands and rivers to the area under application the proposed clearing is not likely
{o be at variance to this principle.

Methodology  GIS Database:
-ANCA, Wetlands - CALM 08/01
-RAMSAR, Wetlands - CALM 14/02/03

'(g) Native vegetation should not be cleared if the. c!earmg of the vegetatlon ls likely to cause appreciable. -
" land degradation, . : S : i,

Comments Proposal is not Ilkely to he at variance to this Princlp!e
GIS Database mapping shows low disturbance risk of Acid Sulfate Soils and a low disturbance risk of salinity.

GIS Database mapping also shows that the application is associated with low relief (320-330m ARD).

Given the small area (0.51 hectares) proposed to be cleared and the application is for gravel pit rehabilitation
the proposed clearing is not likely to be at variance to this principle.

Methodology  GIS Database:
-Acid Sulfate Soil Risk Map, Swan Coastal Plain - DEC
-Salinity Risk LM 25m - DOLA 00\
-Topographic Contours, Statewide - DOLA 12/09/02

(h) 'Native vegetation should not be cleared:if the ¢learing of the vegetatio =i""l"kely to have an impact on
. .the environmental values of any adjacent or nearby- conservation area Ftse s

Comments Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle
The application areas are located in Crown Reserve 19817.

GIS Database records indicate that the closest DEC reserve to the application area is Manning Road Nature
Reserve approximately 2.6km south, south-east of the application.

Given the small area to be cleared (0.51 hectares) and the application area is for gravel rehabilitation the
proposed clearing is unlikely to be at variance to this principle.

Methodology GIS Database:
-CALM Managed Lands and Waters - CALM 1/07/05
-Cadastre - DLI

- n'ithe quallty of surface or. underground water. LR

Comments Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Prlnciple
The application is located within the Hardy Esturay - Blackwood River catchment (GIS Database) further
database mapping shows ground water salinity to be >35,000mg/L.

Given the small area proposed to be cleared (0.51 hectares) and that the application area is for gravel pit
rehabilitation the proposed clearing is not likely to be at variance to this principle.

Methodology  GIS Database:
-Hydrographic Catchments - Catchments - DOW
-Hydrographic Catchmenis - Basins - DOW
-ANCA, Wetlands - CALM 08/01
-RAMSAR, Wetlands - CALM 14/02/03
-Hydrography, linear - DOE 1/2/04
-Groundwater Salinity, Statewide - DOW

() Native. vegetation should not be cleared if clearmg the vegetation is Ilkely to cause, or exacerbate, the
incidence or intensity of ﬂooding T T D T e e R e s

Comments Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Prmclple
GIS Database mapping shows that the application is associated with low relief (320-330m AHD) on the mid-
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slope and further database mapping shows that the application is associated with grey sandy duplex (shaliow
and deep), sandy gravel and red deep sandy duplex soils. Therefore the site is likely to be free draining due to
associated sandy soils,

Given the above, the small area proposed to be cleared (0.51 hectares) and the clearing is associated with
gravel pit rehabilitation it is not likely that this proposed clearing will be at variance to this principle.

Methodology  GIS Database:
-Topographic Contours, Statewide - DOLA 12/09/02_1
-Soils, Statewide - DA 11/29
-Spot Heights

Comments

A submission (TRIM ref DOC15386) received from the Department of Planning and Infrastructure states that
there no objections to the Department of Environment and Conservation's proposed rehabilitation works on
reserve 19817.

The proposed clearing is for grave! pit rehabilitation.

The area is zoned Public Purpose in the Shire of Narrogin Town Planning Scheme No.2
Methodology  GIS Database:

-Public Drinking Water Source Areas (FDWSAs) - DOW

-RIW! Act, Groundwater Areas - DOW

-RIWI Act, Surface Water Areas - DOW

-RIWI Act, Areas - DOW

-RIWI Act, Irrigation Districts - DOW

-RIW! Act, Rivers - DOW

-WRL. Propetrties

-Cadastre - DLI

- Town Planning Scheme Zones - MFP 8/98_1

4. Assessors recommendations i i o i e i e s i e

Purpose Methed Applied Decision Comment / recommendation
area (ha) trees
Restoration Mechanicaf  0.51 The principles have been assessed and the clearing is not likely to be at
Removal varlance to all 10 clearing principles,

Conditlons on revegetation and to avoid, minimise etc clearing have been
suggested to be imposed.
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Term Meaning

CALM Department of Conservation and Land Management
DAWA Department of Agriculture

DEP Department of Envircnmental Protection (now DoE)
PoE Department of Environment
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DolR
DRF
EPP
GIS
ha
TEC
WRC

Department of Industry and Resources
Declared Rare Flora

Environmental Protection Policy
Geographical Information System
Hectare (10,000 square metres)
Threatened Ecological Community

Water and Rivers Commission (now DoE})
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