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1. Application details ' - -

1.1. Permit appllcatlon detalls
Permit application No.:
Permit type:

z_':P-urpose Permi

1.2. Proponentdetails
.Proponent‘s name: - Shire of Wiluna’

1.3. Property defails

Property: :-LOT 4 ON PLAN 238538 LAKE CARNEGIE 6370

Local Government Area: _:Sh|re Of W]Iuna

Colloguial name: “Wongawol Statton Bt

1.4. Application

Clearing Area (ha) ‘No. Trees Method of Clearing For the purpose of;
3 Mechanical Removal Extractive Indusiry

2. Site Information : _

2.1, Existing environment and information

. 2.1.1. Description of the native vegetation under application

Vegetation Description Clearing Description Vegetation Condition Comment _

Beard Vegetation The areas under application are Good: Structure significantly The assessment of the condition of
Association 18: Low located within Lot 4 (Wongawol altered by multiple disturbance; the nalive vagetation has resulted
woodland; mulga (Acacia Station}, a 125,980ha pastoral retains basic structure/ability to from information and photographs
aneura). property, located approximately regenerate (Keighery 19984) provided by the applicant

(Hopkins et al. 2001: 200km north-east of Wiluna. The {Application 2006, TRIM Ref
Shepherd et al: 2001) three areas under application are for DOC4497).

the purpose of shallow pits {100m x
100m) for gravel exiraction, to
facifitate the resheeting of degraded
sections of Wongawal Road-
Carnegie Road.

The vegetation proposed fo be
cleared is described as
predominantly bunched kerosene
grass (Aristida contorta) (DEC 2008,
TRIM Ref ED1443) with sparse
mulga (Acacia aneura) on
stony/gravelly soils (Application 2006,
TRIM Ref DOC4497).

3. Assessment of appllcatlon agamst clearmg prmcnples

f‘(a); ;Natwemvegetahon should not;be clear.ed it |t compnses ‘a hlgh !evel of blologlcal- _1\_."_é'|"_§‘|_t_'y-.
Comments  Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle

The areas under application are located within Lot 4 (Wongawol Station), a pastoral property covering an area
of approximately 125,980ha, which is subject to stock grazing. Further, the vegetation under application is
predominantly native grasslands (Aristida contorta) (DEC 2006, TRIM Ref ED1443) with sparse mulga (Acacia
aneura) in a good condition.

Given the proposed clearing consists of three relatively small areas (1ha each), comprising a limited diversity of
species, it is considered unlikely the area under application comprises a high level of biological diversity.

Methodology  GIS database:
- Cadastre - DL| 1/12/05
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mamtenance of a mgmfucant habltat for fauna indigenous- to Western Austraha

Comments Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle
The areas under application are located within Lot 4 (Wongawol Station), an area covering approximately
125,980ha, with extensive, well-represented habitat that will offset habitat loss arising from the proposed
clearing. Further, the proposed clearing consists of three relatively small areas (1ha each), with the vegetation
under application being predominantly native grasslands (Aristida contorta) (DEC 2006, TRIM Ref ED1443) with
sparse mulga (Acacia aneura) in a good condition.

~ It is therefore considered that the vegetation in this area is not likely to be necessary for the maintenance of
significant hakitat for fauna indigenous to Western Australia and furthermore, comparable habitat is likely fo be
found in the surrounding areas. Therefore the clearing is not likely to be at variance to this principle.

Methodology  GiS database:
- Cadastre - DLI 1/12/05

) :rare fiora

Comments Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle
There are no known records of Declared Rare Flora (DRF) or Priority Flora in the local area (100km radius).
The nearest recorded DRF is located approximately 190km north-west from fhe proposed area and the nearest
known recorded Priority Flora is located approximately 140km north-west from the proposed area.

Given the above, it is unlikely that the vegetation proposed to be cleared includes or is necessary for the
continued existence of rare flora.

Methodology  GIS database: _
- Declared Rare and Priority Flora List - CALM 01/07/05
- Environmentally Sensitive Areas - DOE 08/03/05

?(d) Natwe egetation should not be cleared ifit compnses the who

of a part of, oris necessary forthe .~

Comments Proposal is not Ilkely fo be at variance to thps Prmciple
There are no known recards of Threatened Ecological Communities (TECs) within close proximity of the area
under application with the nearest recorded TEC located approximately 300km south-west from the proposed
area. Itis therefore unlikely that the vegetation proposed to be cleared comprises the whole or part of or is
necessary for the maintenance of a TEC.

Methodology  GIS Databases:
- Threatened Ecological Community Database - CALM 12/04/05
- Environmentally Sensitive Areas - DOE 08/03/05

{(e) Nativé végetation should not be cleared if it is. sngnlflcant asf- ‘remnant of native vegetation inan area .

< Z7that has been: ‘extensively cleared.’

Comments  Proposal is not at variance to this Prmclple
The State Government is committed to the National Objectives and Targets for Biodiversity Conservahon which
fncludes a target that prevents the clearance of ecologicai communities with an extent below 30% of that present
Pre-European settlement (Department of Natural Resources and Environment 2002),
The Vegetation Complex in the area under application is above the recommended minimum of 30% representation.

Pre-European Current extent Remaining  Conservation**% In reserves/CALM

{ha)* (ha)* (%)* status managed land
IBRA Bioregions :
- Gascoyne 18 169 908 18 169 808 100.0 Least Concern
Shire of Wiluna _ - No information available
Vegetation type:

Beard: Unit 18 24 675 970 24 659 110 99.9 Least Concern 2.0

* (Shepherd et al. 2001)
** (Department of Natural Resources and Environment 2002)

Given the proposed clearing of 3ha is retafively small compared o the area of remnant vegetation remaining within
the Region and there is 99.9% (Beard 18) (Shepherd et al. 2001) of naiive vegeiation remaining, the vegetaiion
proposed to be cleared is not significant as a remnant of nafive vegetation in the surrounding area.
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However, it is noted that the JANIS Forests Criteria (1997) of 15% representation in secure tenure for Beard Unit
18 {2.0%) has not been met.

Methodology  Department of Natural Resources and Environment (2002}
Hopkins et al. (2001)
Shepherd et al. (2001)
JANIS Forests Criteria (1997)
GIS Databases:
- Pre-European Vegetation - DA 01/01
- inferim Biogeographic Regionalisation of Ausiralia - EA 18/10/00

assoclated Wlth a watercourse or wetland Ve

Comments Proposal is not at variance o this Prlnclple
The proposed clearing consists of three small areas (1ha each) that total 3ha. The areas fo be cleared are for
grave! extraction, to facilitaie the resheeting of degraded secticns of Wongawal Road-Carnegie Road. The
areas under applicaticn are in a semi arid environment with no permanent watercourses or wetlands. The
surrounding minor perennial watercourses of Kulele Creek and Thurraguddy Creek flow into the Lake Carnegie
Sysiem, an ANCA wetland, which is over Skm east of the areas under application.

From the photographs provided with the application and from the descriptions of the Beard vegetation
association it is considered that the vegetation within the areas under application is not considered to be
growing in, or in association with a watercourse.

Methodelogy  GIS Databases:;
- ANCA wetlands - CALM 08/01‘
- Hydrography, linear - DOE 01/02/04

(g)'""_Nat '":'e'vegetatlon should not be cleared”f the clearmg of the-vegetation is- hkely to cause appreclable
©7 " land-degradation. T Cn A L

Comments Proposal is not Ilkely fo be at variance to this Principle
The landscape of the areas under application and surrounds can be described as undulating pediments on
sandstone, shale, and-dolomite with some dolerite dykes; much rock outcrop; stony and gravelly pavements are
common. The chief soils are shallow loams and sandy loams (DAWA 2004).

Given the relatively small size of the three areas under application (1ha each), and the occurrence of rock
outcrops and gravelly pavemenlts it is considered unlikely that the proposed clearing will cause appreciable land
degradation. '

To minimise long term land degradation associated with grave! extraction a condition has been’'imposed
requiring the gravel pit floor to be contour ripped to aid revegetation on completion of the extraction.

Methodology  DAWA (2004)
GIS databases:
- Solls, Statewide - DA 11/99

:(h) ‘Native-vegetation should-not be cleared if the clearing of the’ vegetat;on is llkely to have an-lmpact on
~-. % the environmental values of any adjacent.or nearby conservation area. R e

Comments ~ Proposal is not at variance to this Principle
There are no conservation areas within close proximity (<100km) of the areas under application with the nearest
conservation areas being CALM Managed Lands, locaied approximately 165km south south-east (De La Poer
Range Nature Reserve) and 195km south-west (Wanjarri Nature Reserve) of the proposed clearing. Given the
distance between the areas under application and the CALM Managed Lands, the proposed clearing is not
likely to have an impact on the environmental values of the surrounding conservation areas.

Methodology ~ GIS Databases:
-CALM Managed Lands and Waters

i ) Natlve ‘vegetation should: not be clearéd if the clearlng of the Vegetatlon IS hkely to cause deterloratuon :
~in-the quality of stirface.or underground water.: R SR R BRI R

Comments Proposal is not at variance fo this Prmclple
With an average annual rainfall of 200mm and an annual evaparation rate of 3,800mm there is likely to be litlle
surface flow during normal seasonal rains. The areas under applicaiion are mapped within the Lake Carnegie
Catchment of the Salt Lake Basin.
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With high annual evaporation rates and low annual rainfall there is litlie recharge into regional groundwater
table, which at this site has a salinity level of between 1,000 mg/l and 3,000 mgil, which is considered to be
marginal to brackish. Considering the relatively small size of the proposed three gravei pits (1ha each) and the
magnitude of the Nabberu {6,0692,700ha) Groundwater Province, the proposed clearing is unlikely to have an
impact on regional groundwater.

Methodology  GIS Databases:
- Evaporation Isopleths - BOM 08/98
- Isohyets - BOM 09/98
- Groundwater Salinity, Statewide - 22/02/00
- Hydrography, linear - DOE 01/02/04 .
- Groundwater Provinces - WRC 98
- Hydrographic Cafchments, Catchments - DOE 23/03/05

i) 51.' lative vegetation should not be: cleared i clearmg the vegetatlon | 5 likely to cause, or exacerbate, the:

' - incidence or intensity of flooding. "

Comments Proposal Is hot at variance to this Principle

* With an average annual rainfall of 200mm and an annual evaporation rate of 3,800mm there is litile surface flow
during normal seasonal rains. Given the low annual rainfall and the small scale of the proposed clearing (3 pits,
1ha each), clearing the vegetation under applicafion is unlikely to cause or exacerbate the incidence or intensity
of ﬂoodlng

Methodology  GIS Databases:
: - Evaporation Isopleths - BOM 09/98
- Isohyets - BOM 09/98

Planning instrunient, Native Title, Previous EPA decision or othermater: -~~~
Comments
The areas under application are within the Proclaimed Groundwater Area of East Murchison. Therefore any

abstraction of groundwater would require a licence. However, this application for gravel extraction is not
associated with ground water extraction.

There is no other RIWI Act Licence, Works Approval or EPA Act Licence that affects the area under application.

There is one Native Title Claim over the area under application. The Depariment of Environment and
Conservation's adveriising of the application in the West Australian newspaper constitutes legal notification of
the native title representative body for the purpose of the future act procedures under the Native Title Act 1993.
No response was received from the representative body.

Methodology  GIS databases:
- Cadastre - DLI 1/12/05
- Native Title Claims - DLI 7/11/05
- RIWI Act, Groundwater Areas - WRC 13/06/00
- RIWI Act, Surface Water Areas - WRC 18/10/02

4, Assessor's comments '

Furpose Methed Applied Comment
area (ha)/ trees . _
Exiractive  Mechanical 3 Assessment against the Principles of Clearing Native Vegetation, as listed in Schedule 5 of the

Industry Removal Environmental Protection Act 1886, has been completed, and the clearing is not likely to be at variance
. with any of the Principles.

It is recommended 1o grant a permit to clear up to 3ha for extractive indusiry with conditions addressing
Revegetation, Recording and Reporting.
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Term Meaning

BCS  Biodiversity Coordination Section of DEC

CALM . Department of Conservation and Land Management (now BCS)
DAFWA Department of Agriculture and Food

DEC Department of Environment and Conservation

DEP Department of Environmental Protection (now DEC)
DoE Department of Environment .

DolR Depaniment of Industry and Resources

DRF Declared Rare Flora

EPP Environmental Protection Policy

GIS Geographical Information System

ha Hectare (10,000 square metres)

TEC Threatened Ecological Community

WRC Water and Rivers Commission {now DEC)
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