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Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises the whole or a part of, or is
necessary for the maintenance of, a significant habitat for fauna indigenous to Western
Australia.

The primary habitats present within the Wildflower Camp area are widespread and abundant
in this locality. While some Scheduled or Priority fauna species may utilise these habitats,
neither the landforms nor vegetation types represent core habitat for any of these species of
conservation significance.

Native vegetation should not be cleared if it includes, or is necessary for the continued
existence of, rare flora.

No Declared Rare Flora were recorded from the Wildflower Camp area and none would be
expected to occur. No Priority flora were recorded from the study area. There is a possibility
that the Priority 1 species Goodenia lyrata may occur on the clayey plains in the southern
section of the study area. If there is to be any clearing of this habitat beyond the existing
disturbance areas, then further targeted searches for this species should be undertaken in the
immediate development areas.

Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises the whole or a part of, or is
necessary for the maintenance of a threatened ecological community.

No Threatened Ecological Communities or Priority Ecological Communities occur within the
Wildflower Camp area. The Mulga over Spinifex vegetation occurring at the interzone
between the stony and clayey plains may be considered to be an ecosystem at risk, however
the proposed clearing of this vegetation is minimal, even at a local scale.

Native vegetation should not be cleared if it is significant as a remnant of native
vegetation in an area that has been extensively cleared.

Most of the Pilbara bioregion has never been cleared, however a combination of weed
invasions, hot frequent bushfires, feral predators and grazing by exotic herbivores is causing
a loss of soil fertility and vegetation cover through some pastoral areas. Erosion from
increased runoff velocities is also occluding drainage lines in places. While historic clearing
has taken place for the previous accommodation village in the Wildflower Camp area, this is
negligible in comparison to the Pilbara wide representation of Beard's broad vegetation units
mapped for the study area. The vegetation types identified within the project area thus do not
represent stands of extensively cleared vegetation units.

Native vegetation should not be cleared if it is growing in, or in association with, an
environment associated with a watercourse or wetland.

There are no permanent watercourses or wetlands within the Wildflower Camp area.

Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to
cause appreciable land degradation.

Apart from the areas cleared for the historic accommodation village and associated
infrastructure, the habitats and vegetation types of the Wildflower Camp area are in relatively
good condition. The soils of the northern half of the study area comprise stony loams which
are not overly conducive to erosion or weed invasion following disturbance. The clayey loams
of the southern half of the study area would be more susceptible to both erosion and weed
invasion and further development in this area should be avoided.
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