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Clearing Permit Decision Report 


1. Application details



1.1. Permit application details

Permit application No.:
300/1

Permit type:
Area Permit

1.2. Proponent details

Proponent’s name:
MPI Nickel Pty Ltd

Postal address:
P.O. Box 749 West Perth WA 6872

Contacts:
Phone: 



Fax: 
9322 1392


E-mail: 


1.3. Property details

Property:
M53/949


L53/139


M53/55


M53/100







Local Government Area:


Colloquial name:


1.4. Application

Clearing Area (ha)
No. Trees
Method of Clearing
For the purpose of:

16

Mechanical Removal
Mining











2. Site Information

2.1. Existing environment and information

2.1.1. Description of the native vegetation under application

Vegetation Description
Clearing Description
Vegetation Condition
Comment

Beard Vegetation Association 18: Low woodland; mulga (Acacia aneura).

Beard Vegetation Association 125: Bare areas; salt lakes.

Beard Vegetation Association 204: Succulent steppe with open scrub; scattered mulga & Acacia sclerosperma over saltbush and bluebush.

Beard Vegetation Association 560: Mosaic: Shrublands; bowgada scrub/Succulent steppe; samphire (Shepherd et al. 2001) (Hopkins et al. 2001).
The project area occurs on the Lake Way pastoral station, south of Wiluna and has only been impacted by grazing. Vegetation  varies in species and density throughout the project area and includes Halosarcia sp., Maireana pyramidata., Acacia aneura, Melaleuca leiocarpa, Eucalyptus kingsmillii, Eremophila sp. and native grasses (SKM 2004).
Excellent: Vegetation structure intact; disturbance affecting individual species, weeds non-aggressive (Keighery 1994)
A vegetation survey was conducted in March 2004 in addition to other surveys that have been conducted in the early 1990s. Surveys have been conducted during wet and dry seasons and have recorded a total of 273 species. Vegetation units were mapped and found to be regionally common with no significant conservation values (SKM 2004).











3. Assessment of application against clearing principles

(a)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises a high level of biological diversity.

Comments
Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle


Flora and fauna surveys have not identified any areas of high or outstanding biodiversity within the area of the clearing proposal. Locally significant fauna habitats have been identified outside the area of the current proposal. These will not be impacted upon by the proposal.



Methodology
Onshore Environmental Consultants (2004).

Ninox Wildlife Consulting (1994).

(b) Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises the whole or a part of, or is necessary for the maintenance of, a significant habitat for fauna indigenous to Western Australia.

Comments
Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle


Locally significant fauna habitats have been identified by Ninox Wildlife Consulting (1994) and these are located outside the area subject to the current proposal.



Methodology
Ninox Wildlife Consulting (1994).

(c)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if it includes, or is necessary for the continued existence of, significant flora.

Comments
Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle


No rare flora are recorded within the local area.



Methodology
Onshore Environmental Consultants (2004).

GIS Database:

- Declared Rare and Priority Flora List - CALM 13/08/03.

(The comprehensiveness of the database is dependent on the amount of survey carried out in the area and does not necessarily represent a comprehensive listing; CALM 2004).

(d)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises the whole or a part of, or is necessary for the maintenance of a significant ecological community.

Comments
Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle


No Threatened Ecological Communities are recorded in the local area.



Methodology
GIS Database:

- Threatened Ecological Community Database - CALM 15/07/03.

(The comprehensiveness of the database is dependent on the amount of survey carried out in the area and does not necessarily represent a comprehensive listing; CALM 2004).

(e)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if it is significant as a remnant of native vegetation in an area that has been extensively cleared.

Comments
Proposal is not at variance to this Principle


Pre-European 
Current 
Remaining 


Conservation 
In Reserves/CALM-


Area (ha)
extent (ha)
%* 
status** 
managed land, %

IBRA Bioregion; 

- Murchison
28,206,195
28,206,195
100.0
Least concern

Shire 

- Wiluna
18,400,000
18,400,000            100.0
Least concern

Beard vegetation type remaining:

- 18: Low woodland;
  4,675,970       24,659,110
99.9
Least concern
  4.8

mulga

- 125:Bare areas;
  3,940,746
  3,536,992              89.8
Least concern 
  7.4

salt lakes

- 204: Succulent steppe with       234,593
     232,975              99.3
Least concern
  5.6

open scrub; scattered mulga &

Acacia sclerosperma over

Saltbush and bluebush

- 560: Mosaic: Shrublands;
       93,558
       93,558             100.0
Least concern
  0.0

bowgada scrub/succulent

steepe; samphire

* (Shepherd et al. 2001)

** (Department of Natural Resources and Environment 2002)



Methodology
Shepherd et al. (2002).

Department of Natural Resources and Environment (2002).

GIS database:

- Pre-European Vegetation - DA 01/01.

(f)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if it is growing in, or in association with, an environment associated with a watercourse or wetland.

Comments
Proposal is at variance to this Principle


Proposal extends approximately 200m into Lake Way.  GIS database identifies three natural drainage lines and one area subject to inundation either adjacent to or crossing the 5km of pipeline proposal. Yan (2004) advises that several minor creek/clay pan crossings have been identified across the pipeline route. The pipeline, which is primarily at ground level, will be raised at these points to allow natural surface water drainage to occur. The pipeline corridor will be 20m in width.



Methodology
Yan (2004).

GIS Database:

- Hydrography, linear - DOE 01/02/04

(g)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to cause appreciable land degradation.

Comments
Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle


DAWA (2004) advise that for CPS 121/1, which covers the same mining tenements as the current proposal, that clearing for mining purposes is not likely to cause appreciable on and off site land degradation. CPS 121/1 and 300/1 are effectively for different aspects of the same mining proposal and the areas covered are primarily adjacent. 

A surface water assessment, incorporating surface water controls to minimise erosion and land degradation was undertaken for the project area in 2004.



Methodology
DAWA (2004).

SKM (2004) (TRIM Ref IN19193).

(h)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to have an impact on the environmental values of any adjacent or nearby conservation area.

Comments
Proposal is not at variance to this Principle


There are no CALM managed conservation areas in the local area.



Methodology
GIS Database:

- CALM Managed Lands and Water - CALM 01/08/04

(i)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to cause deterioration in the quality of surface or underground water.

Comments
Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle


A surface water assessment, including conceptual design was undertaken for the project area by Golder Associates (2004). The conceptual design has incorporated surface water controls to minimise erosion and land degradation. In an area of high evaporation rates (3.8m per annum) and low average rainfall (200mm per annum) it is unlikley that there will be significant flow in natural drainage lines in other than large rainfall events.



Methodology
Golder Associates (2004).

GIS Databse:

- Hydrography, linear - DOE 01/02/04.

- Evaporation Isopleths - BOM 09/98.

- Isohyets - BOM 09/98.

(j)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if clearing the vegetation is likely to cause, or exacerbate, the incidence of flooding.

Comments
Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle


The 16ha clearing proposal is primarily linear in nature and stretches out for a distance of over five kilometres, thus minimising  the impact that this clearing proposal would have. Flooding is only likely to occur as a result of intensive rainfall events, otherwise due to low annual rainfall and high evaporation rates there is little seasonal flow.



Methodology
GIS Database:

- Hydrography, linear - DOE 01/02/04.

- Isohyets - BOM 09/98.

- Evaporation Isopleths - BOM 09/98.

Planning instrument or other matter.

Comments
Proposal is not at variance to this Principle


The Shire of Wiluna requests DoE closely monitor the activities of this company with an emphasis on rehabilitation work

Methodology
Kirwan (2004).

4. Assessor’s recommendations

Purpose
Method
Applied 

area (ha)/ trees 
Decision
Comment / recommendation

Mining
Mechanical Removal
16

Grant
The proposal is at variance with Principle (f) however because of the lineal nature of the proposal, being a 20m corridor for an access track and pipeline, and also because it is located in a relatively small area in a broad valley on the edge of a salt lake, the impact that the proposal will have on the local surface hydrology will be minimal. A surface water management plan has been prepared to alleviate natural drainage and flooding issues should they arise.

With the exception of Clearing Principle (f) all assessable criteria have been addressed and no objections were raised. The assessing officer therefore recommends that the permit should be granted.
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