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Clearing Permit Decision Report  
 

1. Application details   
1.1. Permit application details 

Permit application No.: 3432/3 
Permit type: Purpose Permit 

1.2. Applicant details 
Applicant's name: Western Australian Land Authority T/A LandCorp 
Application received date: 07 May 2019 

1.3. Property details 
Property: Lot 353 on Deposited Plan 211675, Kununurra 

Lot 355 on Deposited Plan 211675, Kununurra 
Local Government Authority: Wyndham-East Kimberley, Shire of 
Localities: Kununurra 

1.4. Application 
Clearing Area (ha) No. Trees Method of Clearing Purpose category: 
197.04 Mechanical Removal Extractive industry 

1.5. Decision on application 
Decision on Permit Application: Grant 
Decision Date: 26 September 2019 
Reasons for Decision: The clearing permit application has been assessed against the clearing principles, planning 

instruments and other matters in accordance with section 51O of the Environmental 
Protection Act 1986 (EP Act). It has been concluded that the proposed clearing is at variance 
to principle (j), may be at variance to principles (a), (b), (f), (g) and (i), and is not likely to be 
at variance to the remaining principles. 
 
It has been determined that the proposed clearing will result in the following impacts: 

- Increased risk of flooding  
- Possible clearing of priority flora  
- Clearing of vegetation that may help maintain a significant habitat for local fauna 
- Clearing of vegetation that may be growing in association with a minor non-

perennial watercourse 
- Possible land degradation in the form of wind or water erosion  
- Possible sedimentation of surface water. 

 
LandCorp has avoided and minimised impacts through retaining the majority of vegetation 
on the properties (197.04 hectares is proposed to be cleared within the combined 1,110 
hectare property), limiting the amount of clearing conducted (approximately 80 hectares 
has been cleared of the 192.66 hectares currently approved under CPS 3432/2), 
conducting staged clearing and rehabilitation of temporarily cleared areas.  
 
After consideration of the above, the Delegated Officer determined that weed management, 
staged clearing and progressive rehabilitation conditions will minimise the impact of the 
clearing.  
 
Given the above, the Delegated Officer proposes to grant a clearing permit subject to weed 
management, staged clearing and progressive rehabilitation conditions. The permit 
authorises clearing until 30 January 2023 and require rehabilitation to be conducted within 
12 months of clearing. Permit conditions have also been updated to align with current 
standards. 

2. Site Information 
 

Clearing 
Description 

LandCorp holds clearing permit CPS 3432/2, which authorises the clearing of 192.66 hectares of native 
vegetation within Lots 353 and 355 on Deposited Plan 211675, Kununurra, for the purpose of extracting 
construction materials for the expansion of the Ord River Irrigation Area (Figure 1, below).  
 
LandCorp has applied to make the following amendments to the clearing permit: 

1. Add two additional clearing areas within Lot 355 (Figure 2, below);  
2. Increase the amount of clearing authorised by 4.38 hectares to a total of 197.04 hectares; 
3. Extend the permit duration to 30 January 2029 to allow for further clearing, revegetation activities 

and annual reporting; 
4. Extend the period in which clearing is authorised to 30 January 2024; and 
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5. Extend the reporting period until 30 October 2028, to align with the extension of the permit duration. 
 

 
LandCorp advised the additional material is required as part of the extension and upgrade of Moonamang 
Road in Kununurra which the State Government of Western Australia has committed to upgrading as a key 
part of a link between Western Australia and the Northern Territory, in support of the Project Sea Dragon 
proposal (LandCorp, 2019).  
 

Figure 1: Area approved to be cleared under CPS 
3432/2 

Figure 2: Area applied to be cleared under CPS 
3432/3. An additional 4.38 hectares of native 
vegetation is proposed to be cleared from the two 
new clearing areas circled above.  

Vegetation 
Description 

The application area is mapped as Beard Vegetation Associations: 
 916: Grasslands, high grass savanna woodland; grey box, Corymbia confertifolia and C. foelscheana 

over spinifex, white and tall upland grass on sandy plain on limestone. The western two thirds 
(approximately) of the application area is mapped as this association (Shepherd et al., 2001). 

 909: Grasslands, high grass savanna woodland; bloodwood, stringybark and woolybutt over upland 
tall grass & curly spinifex on sandplain (Shepherd et al., 2001). 

 
A Flora and Vegetation survey conducted by Pilbara Flora in 2009 described the majority of the vegetation 
proposed to be cleared as ‘Mosaic woodlands over mixed grasslands W1’.  Approximately four hectares of the 
northeast application area supports ‘Corymbia grandifolia subsp. lamprocardia, Corymbia greeniana and 
Erythrophleum chlorostachys woodland on alluvial plains W4’ and a smaller amount is described as 
‘Eucalyptus tectifica and Excoecaria parvifolia woodland on black soil plain W8’.  
 
The two additional application areas are within the ‘Mosaic woodlands over mixed grasslands W1’ (Pilbara 
Flora, 2009). 
 

Vegetation 
Condition 

To date, approximately 80 hectares of vegetation has been cleared within the areas approved to be cleared 
under CPS 3432/2 (LandCorp, 2019). In addition, aerial imagery indicates two cleared access tracks have 
been created outside of the area authorised to be cleared under CPS 3432/2. These tracks are within the 
western additional clearing area and LandCorp (2019) has advised the proposed additional clearing for 
material extraction will utilise these areas.  
 
The remainder of the vegetation proposed to be cleared is in Excellent condition, which is described as: 
vegetation structure intact; disturbance affecting individual species, weeds non-aggressive (Keighery, 1994). 
The vegetation condition was determined from the vegetation survey report undertaken in May- June 2009 
(Pilbara Flora, 2009) and aerial imagery. 
 

Soil type Approximately 156 hectares of the application area, including approximately 75 per cent of the additional 
clearing area, is mapped as shallow, lateritic well drained gravelly soils (711DbD_2inW3g). 
 
Approximately 39 hectares, including the remainder of the additional clearing, is mapped as poorly drained 
sands and loams (711Db6D_2inw2). 
 
The eastern access track area is described as heavy clays, including cracking clays with seasonal inundation 
(711lv72_2cky8 and _2cky5a) (Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, 2018). 
 

Local area The local area is defined as a 50 kilometre radius from the perimeter of the application area (Figure 3, 
below). 
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Figure 3: The application area is approximately 23 kilometres north of the Kununurra townsite. 

3. Minimisation and mitigation measures 
LandCorp (2019) advised: 

 The amount of additional clearing sought (4.38 hectares) is a small increase, in comparison to the 192.66 hectares 
currently approved and is adjacent to two existing material extraction pits. 

 The majority of vegetation on the properties is intact. 
 Approximately 80 hectares has been cleared under CPS 3432/2 and the remaining approved area is unlikely to be 

cleared. 
 A staged clearing condition on the existing permit CPS 3432/2 prevents the clearing of vegetation unless extraction 

occurs within one month of clearing. 
 Clearing is temporary and areas are rehabilitated after extraction ceases. 
 The north-western application areas have not been cleared under the existing permit and are unlikely to be cleared. 

4. Assessment of application against clearing principles 
The proposed clearing of 197.04 hectares of native vegetation is at variance to Clearing Principle (j), may be at variance to 
Clearing Principles (a), (b), (f), (g) and (i) and is not likely to be at variance to the remaining clearing principles.  
 
Considering the time since the previous assessment and that the application is to increase the area proposed to be cleared, a 
reassessment against the clearing principles was conducted using current environmental information. The Department of 
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (2019) has no concerns in addition to those provided in the previous permit versions 
and advised the increase in the clearing footprint is not considered to have any significant impacts to priority flora or fauna.   
 
The assessment of the proposed clearing against the clearing principles is unchanged and can be found in the Decision Reports 
CPS 3432/1 and 3432/2. Clearing permit conditions have been updated to align with current standards. 
 

Planning instruments and other relevant matters 
On 10 June 2019, the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage (DPLH) granted LandCorp a Licence to Occupy Crown Land 
03337/1970_A10489222, under sections 91 and 48 of the Land Administration Act 1997, over Lots 353 and 355 on Deposited 
Plan 211675, Kununurra, for the purpose of access to and extraction and removal of gravel resources (Department of Planning, 
Lands and Heritage, 2019a). This licence expires on 30 June 2021 (Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage, 2019a), 
however, DPLH (2019b) has recently granted a Deed of Extension of Licence which extends the duration of Licence 
03337/1970_A10489222 until 30 January 2024. While DPLH (2019c) has provided email advice of the intention to grant any 
further licences required for unforeseen remediation / rehabilitation works that result from clearing permit conditions, there is a 
degree of uncertainty surrounding LandCorp’s access to the properties post 30 January 2024. Therefore, clearing permit 
conditions in relation to the authorised clearing period and rehabilitation works have been updated in accordance with the Deed 
of Extension of Licence for Licence 03337/1970_A10489222. 
 
LandCorp (2019) self-reported that two access tracks on Lot 355 have been created outside of the area approved by CPS 3432/2. 
LandCorp advised that the clearing needed for the proposed gravel extraction works will utilise these cleared areas (LandCorp, 
2019). The proposed amendments to this clearing permit do not represent retrospective approval for the clearing that has occurred 
beyond the boundaries of the area authorised to be cleared under CPS 3432/2 and the matter has been referred for investigation. 
 
The clearing permit application was advertised on the DWER website on 04 June 2019 with a 21 day submission period. One 
public submission was received, opposing the application on the grounds that: 

1. LandCorp does not have authority to access the land for the purpose of material extraction 
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2. The application (and existing permit) adversely affects a previous Notice of Intent to Clear granted over Lot 353 
(Submission, 2019).  

 
Lots 353 and 355 on Deposited Plan 211675, Kununurra, are Crown land in the name of the State of Western Australia and are 
reserved for the purpose of government requirements (raw materials) and protection of Aboriginal heritage and buffer (Landgate, 
2019). As outlined above, LandCorp holds a current licence over Lots 353 and 355, issued by the Department of Planning, Lands 
and Heritage (03337/1970_A10489222), which gives authority to access these properties for the purpose of material extraction. 
Crown Lease I134675, over Lot 353, expired on 31 March 2006 and the property was taken back by the Department of Lands. 
The Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage (2019d) advised the previous lease holder has no rights or interests in respect 
to Lot 353. This includes previous land clearing approval. In relation to the additional areas proposed to be cleared, both are 
located on Lot 355 therefore the proposed additional clearing will not affect Lot 353. 
 
The Shire of Wyndham-East Kimberley did not provide any comment in relation to the proposed amendments. However, it 
previously advised that: 

 It requires advice from LandCorp in relation to proposed haul routes to ensure pavement integrity is not compromised 
on roads managed by the Shire, and agreement that LandCorp will repair, rectify and make good any defects, 
imperfections or other faults as may be required at their cost (Shire of Wyndham-East Kimberley, 2012). 

 No extractive industry licence is required as the applicant is a government agency and the resource is being used for 
public works (Shire of Wyndham-East Kimberley, 2009). 

 
There are two mapped Aboriginal Sites of Significance within the area proposed to be cleared. LandCorp is advised to contact 
the DPLH for information regarding obligations under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972.  
 
The area proposed to be cleared is within the Canning-Kimberley Ground Water Area, Ord River Surface Water Area and Ord 
River Irrigation District Area, as proclaimed under the Rights in Water and Irrigation Act 1914. Any taking or diversion of surface 
water in this proclaimed area (whether by direct pumping, construction of a dam, or excavation) can be subject to licensing.  Any 
interference of the watercourse (such as the construction of a dam or crossing, or excavation of the watercourse) may require a 
permit to interfere with the bed or banks from the department. The availability of water resources can be viewed at the department’s 
public water register at https://maps.water.wa.gov.au/#/webmap/register. LandCorp is advised to contact the department’s water 
licence enquiry hotline on 1800 508 885 to determine licensing and permit requirements. 
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GIS Databases: 
•             Aboriginal Sites of Significance 
•             DBCA Estate 
•             DEC Covenant  
•             Groundwater salinity 
•             Hydrography, linear 
•             Rainfall, Mean 
•             Remnant vegetation 
•             RIWI Act Areas 
•             SAC bio datasets (accessed August 2019) 
•             Soils, Best Available 
•             Topographic contours  
•             Wetlands 

 
 

 


