GOVERNMENT OF
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

CLEARING PERMIT
Granted under section 51E of the Environmental Frotection Act 1986

- Purpose Permit number: CPS 4960/1
Permit Holder: New Standard Onshore Pty Ltd

Duration of Permit: 15 June 2012 to 15 June 2022

The Permit Holder is authorised to clear native vegetation subject to the following conditions of this
Permit.

PART I —CLEARING AUTHORISED

1.

Purpose for which clearing may be done
Clearing for the purpose of the upgrade of access tracks and borrow pits and the construction of
water bores and campsites.

Land on which clearing is to be done
Unallocated Crown Land, East Pilbara (Section 91 Licence 00050 2012 A1735072)

Area of Clearing

The Permit Holder must not clear more than 35 hectares of native vegetation within the combined
areas shaded yellow on attached Plan 4960/1a, Plan 4960/1b, Plan 4960/1c, Plan 4960/1d, Plan
4960/1e, Plan 4960/1f, Plan 4960/1g, Plan 4960/1h and Plan 4960/11.

Application

This Permit allows the Permit Holder to authorise persons, including employees, contractors and
agents of the Permit Holder, to clear native vegetation for the purposes of this Permit subject to
compliance with the conditions of this Permit and approval from the Permit Holder.

Type of clearing authorised

This Permit authorises the Permit Holder to clear native vegetation for activities to the extent that
the Permit Holder has the right to access land under the Land Administration Act 1997 or any other
written law.,

Period in which clearing is authorised
The Permit Holder shall not clear any native vegetation after 28 February 2017

Compliance with Assessment Sequence and Management Procedures

Prior to clearing any native vegetation under conditions 1, 2 and 3 of this Permit, the Permit Holder
must comply with the Assessment Sequence and the Management Procedures set out in Part II of
this Permit.

CPS 4960/1, 24 May 2012 Page 1 of 4



PART Il — ASSESSMENT SEQUENCE AND MANAGEMENT PROCEDURES

8.

9

10.

Avoid, minimise etc clearing

In determining the amount of native vegetation to be cleared authorised under this Permit, the
Permit Holder must have regard to the following principles, set out in order of preference:

(a) avoid the clearing of native vegetation;

(b) minimise the amount of native vegetation to be cleared; and

(¢) reduce the impact of clearing on any environmental value.

Weed control

When undertaking any clearing or other activity authorised under this Permit, the Permit Holder

must take the following steps to minimise the risk of the introduction and spread of weeds:

(a) clean earth-moving machinery of soil and vegetation prior to entering and leaving the area to be
cleared;

(b) ensure that no weed-affected soil, mulch, fill or other material is brought into the area to be
cleared; and

(¢) restrict the movement of machines and other vehicles to the limits of the areas to be cleared.

Retain vegetative material and topsoil, revegetation and rehabilitation

The Permit Holder shall:

(a) retain the vegetative material and topsoil removed by clearing authorised under this Permit and
stockpile the vegetative material and topsoil in an area that has already been cleared.

(b) within 6 months following clearing authorised under this permit, revegetate and rehabilitate the
area(s) that are no longer required for the purpose for which they were cleared under this Permit
by:

(i) re-shaping the surface of the land so that it is consistent with the surrounding 5 metres of
uncleared land; and

(it) ripping the ground on the contour to remove soil compaction; and

(iii) laying the vegetative material and topsoil retained under condition 10(a) on the cleared
area(s) no longer required under this Permit.

(¢) within 24 months of laying the vegetative material and topsoil on the cleared area in accordance

with condition 10(b) of this Permit:

(i) engage an environmental specialist to determine the species composition, structure and
density of the area revegetated and rehabilitated, and

(ii) where, in the opinion of an environmental specialist, the composition structure and density
determined under condition 10(¢)(i) of this Permit will not result in a similar species
composition, structure and density to that of pre-clearing vegetation types in that area,
revegetate the area by deliberately planting and/or direct seeding native vegetation that will
result in a similar species composition, structure and density of native vegetation to pre-
clearing vegetation types in that area and ensuring only local provenance seeds and
propagating material are used.

(d) Where additional planting or direct seeding of native vegetation is undertaken in accordance
with condition 10(c)(ii) of this permit, the Permit Holder shall repeat condition 10(c)(i) and
10(c)(ii) within 24 months of undertaking the additional planting or direct seeding of native
vegetation,

(e) Where a determination by an environmental specialist that the composition, structure and
density within areas revegetated and rehabilitated will result in a similar species composition,
structure and density to that of pre-clearing vegetation types in that area, as determined in
condition 10(c)(i) and (ii) of this permit, that determination shall be submitted for the CEO’s
consideration. If the CEO does not agree with the determination made under condition 10(c)(ii),
the CEO may require the Permit Holder to undertake additional planting and direct seeding in
accordance with the requirements under condition 10(c)(ii).
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PART III - RECORD KEEPING AND REPORTING

11. Records must be kept
The Permit Holder must maintain the following records for activities done pursuant to this Permit:
(a) In relation to the clearing of native vegetation authorised under this Permit:

(i) the species composition, structure and density of the cleared area;

(ii) the location where the clearing occurred, recorded using a Global Positioning System (GPS)
unit set to Geocentric Datum Australia 1994 (GDA94), expressing the geographical
coordinates in Eastings and Northings;

(iii) the date that the area was cleared; and

(iv) the size of the area cleared (in hectares).

(b) In relation to the revegetation and rehabilitation of areas pursuant to condition 10 of this

Permit:

(i) the location of any areas revegetated and rehabilitated, recorded using a Global Positioning
System (GPS) unit set to Geocentric Datum Australia 1994 (GDA9%4), expressing the
geographical coordinates in Eastings and Northings or decimal degrees,

(ii) a description of the revegetation and rehabilitation activities undertaken;

(iii) the size of the area revegetated and rehabilitated (in hectares);

(iv) the species composition, structure and density of revegetation and rehabilitation, and

(v) acopy of the environmental specialist’s report.

12. Reporting
(a) The Permit Holder must provide to the CEO on or before 30 June of each year, a written report:
(i) of records required under condition 11 of this Permit; and
(ii) concerning activities done by the Permit Holder under this Permit between 1 January and 31
December of the preceding year.

(b) Prior to 15 March 2022 the Permit Holder must provide to the CEO a written report of records
required under condition 11 of this Permit where these records have not already been provided
under condition 12(a) of this Permit.

DEFINITIONS
The following meanings are given to terms used in this Permit:

direct seeding means a method of re-establishing vegetation through the establishment of a seed bed and
the introduction of seeds of the desired plant species;

environmental specialist means a person who is engaged by the Permit Holder for the purpose of
providing environmental advice, who holds a tertiary qualification in environmental science or
equivalent, and has experience relevant to the type of environmental advice that an environmental
specialist is required to provide under this Permit;

fill means material used to increase the ground level, or fill a hollow;

local provenance means native vegetation seeds and propagating material from natural sources within
100 kilometres of the area cleared.

mulch means the use of organic matter, wood chips or rocks to slow the movement of water across the
soil surface and to reduce evaporation;

planting means the re-establishment of vegetation by creating favourable soil conditions and planting
seedlings of the desired species;

regenerate/ed/ion means re-establishment of vegetation from in situ seed banks and propagating
material (such as lignotubers, bulbs, rhizomes) contained either within the topsoil or seed-bearing
mulch;
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rehabilitate/ed/ion means actively managing an area containing native vegetation in order to improve
the ecological function of that area;

revegetate/ed/ion means the re-establishment of a cover of local provenance native vegetation in an area
using methods such as natural regeneration, direct seeding and/or planting, so that the species
composition, structure and density is similar to pre-clearing vegetation types in that area.

weed/s means a species listed in Appendix 3 of the "Environmental Weed Strategy" published by the
Department of Conservation and Land Management (1999), and plants declared under section 37 of the
Agriculture and Related Resources Protection Act 1976.

Kelly Faulkner
MANAGER
NATIVE VEGETATION CONSERVATION BRANCH

Officer delegated under Section 2()
of the Environmental Protection Act 1986

24 May 2012

CPS 4960/1, 24 May 2012 Page 4 of 4



7767626mN

LEGEND

-+ Road Gentrolines
Cadastre for labefling

[] Freshoi

[ Grown Reserve
Hate Forest | Timtser Razerve
Marins Paik
{guint)

[] Grown Lease Clearing Instruments
Du—.am 1 fmww.nm
g:‘mmFmI‘TMM i U. lmm
[[] Umaliacated Cramwe Lavsd

] Yeawr

. Seale 1193013
(Approximate whan reproducad ot Ad)

Gaocanirlc Datum Australla 1994
it it this map (wve not besn

mmay rusult in grometric
uaummHl MAGCUAGAE.

K Fgul‘;«nur
Officer with delngated authorty undar Seetion 20 of
ihe Environmental Protection Ast 1986

Infarmtion darkvid fram thix map should be
confirmed with ihe dats eustedian scknowlngad
by tha agancy &eronym in the lsgand,

Dapartment of
Environment and Conservation

Qur environment, aur Tutura S0
WA Grom Copright 2002




7790708mN

7780228mN

7759266mN

7754026mN

LEGEND

 Road Centrelines
Cadastre for labelling

] Freshokd
Dﬂh-nlhnm

State Forwst/ Tinbss Reserve
Dﬁllu-'l.ﬁl

et}

1] Grown Lonse
[] Leass | Ruzeres

[[] Lense an Stats Fovast | Taribes Rirmwrrm
] Puishs Foads

[T] Unaltacated Eoomn Lar

1] Wanes

Plan 4960/1b

313107TmE

Clearing Instrumants
5] Arean Appiived i Cloas

Mozt R e

 Scals 1:192844
tApproxiniale when ruproduced af A4)
Gaocentric Datum Awstralia 1994
ote: thie dats in this map have net bian

B} This may rosult in goomotrie
or meazuremant inacouraeiis.

Officar with dulugatad authrly under Section 20 of
the Enviranmuntal Proisction Act 1886
Infarmation derived Trom this map should be
‘eonfimud with Ihe data cuslodian acknowleged
by thw agancy neronym In the legend.

H,.b"-l'
2\ Baparimani of
) Environmen! and Conservation

Dur ohviranment, our fiture =0
WA Crewn Copyright 2003




7762834mN

7752356mN

LEGEND

 Road Centrelines
Cadasire for labelling

[] Femahioit

[] Srown Lease
] oase | Resmrve
[] Leass an State Faresi | Timber Raneres

Plan 4960/1c

|7 Areas Approved to Clane

Roxnc 25m - AGO 2006

 Seale 1:192008
(Approsimule when mpmduced at Ad)

Geocentric Datum Australla 1994

js miap have net bean
dy raacill in gecmeiric
fiturtiunt innccuracies.

Olcar with delagolsd authoriy under Seetian 20 of
fhe Environmental Prataction Act 1086

Information derivid fram this map should be
confirmed with the data custodian acknowlnged
by Ine ngency aaranym in the lgund.

> Depariment of
Environmant and Conservation

Qur gnvirgnment, our futyis '
WA Crien Copyright 2002




7760580mN

LEGEND

./ Road Centrolines
Cadasire lor labelling ] Leass | Rwzarvn
or - [[] Lease on Stats Forws | Timbver Raserve

[ Grown itwsoree
(] Bune Forest | Tinbar Reserve
[] Mharinie Park

feont)

Plan 4960/1d

luwhn-

mww

Scale 1:192785
{Apprusimaly whun reproduced sl A4)

Geocantric Datum Australia 1994

‘Nola, ata i this maj hava nof bian
relpd. This may razull in gacmalrk:

K, Faulknef’
Oificer with delegaled authorty under Sectian 20 of
ihe Environmental Pratection Aat 1986

Infarmation derivad from this map should ba
confrmed witn ihe dala custodian acknowlagad
By ihe agency acronym In the lagand.

Depsﬂmam of
lmumml and Conservaliorn

Hir eiviranmard, our fulire “
WA Crown Copyight 2003




| -

P

7759758mNT T
T 4

e ™

‘ —
.

ai acfinn acknowlug
4 5 5 y
5 O A R Y
" Dur eovi anl, Bue laluds
el e @




__Plan 4960/1f

1, JII:._ LS

w
o §|
LEGEND PN
w‘“m Crown Laass cm Instrumants
Cadastre for labelling D‘miww - I Avitins Apgiriined 16 Chusr
! m i Raworen
e o, TR
icont)

ek
 Saale 1192678
tApproimate when reproduced at Ad)

Geocantric Datum Australia 1994

tlus.cintn in thix map have not beon
Prfucad ) This may raul n geometric
Igflion Ar mpssurameant inaceuracies.
E un el

Dfficer with dalegatad auiharky undur Swellan 20 ol
the Environmental Pratuetian Act 1986

Infarmation durtd from this map should he
aanfirmed with the data sustadinn acknowlaged
by the: agancy acranym (n the Ingond,

Departmant of

Environment and Conservation

Qur anviranmani, gur fubisre G
YA Qr s oz




7739037mN =

§“

571mN

7723338mN

771 a1 oSmu

?--.__'

____

Plan 4960/1g

gI=-3 7739095mN
- - T
o, =
-1
L - '\
l"_
a'p ol ‘
\“ ‘l-“.ll ‘\-u | :
A \_" “.'\-"‘.-‘
hw_ I'::-r
(. |
e &7
{ e
: -:.|,'_ L Pl ===

B
1
« TS = s “‘-\_ b ™ I
= ey g_ £ - o I ' 1
o~ o m-_:_"k —— "‘-?-r:.‘ g B ’
£ o fE h - - Iﬁn - g lg 'ﬂ
g : B2 e N T %;--‘: - TS . & g
G maedlis S S 4 :
| 7697173mN = 4 z — e
LEGEND :f'N“*:
~ Road Centrelinos [] Growen Losss Clearing Instruments i
Cadasire for labelling [ bemse { Buserve || Aress Approve to Ciems o H : ‘ 3 -5k
] Lease an Stals Forw | <
EE Dy st Aty pges pom—
Eimmamm ‘Dmﬂuﬁww ‘ tapizasimiln whan rapradured al Ad)
[ e = Gaacentrie Datum Australia 1994

mmlmwhmnwbvw

pripm 4
Offimar with delegated authority under Saction 20 of
the Environmantal Frotedtion Act 1088
Infarmation derivad from tiis map shauld be
gonlirmed with the data custadian acknowlagud
hy the nnnnuy acranyim i e legund.

Departmint of
Environmaent and Conservation

Qur anviramment, our fulure '
WA Crowi Comyright 202




AeEms 3M_1,3II:|I'!F

LEGEND

.~ Road Centrelines
Cadasire for labelling
[] trestokt
[[] Grawn Kenarve
Btaty Forest] Timber Reseres
[[] Marine Park
feant)

Clearing Instruments
I"] Arana Apprawod 10 Choar

[[] Leass on Siate Facas! | Timbet Ruservs

[] Unaflissatod Ciomn Larsd

 Scale 1192414
(Apnrmaimate when reiroduiad at Ad)
Geacentric Delum Australia 1994
J Yt in this map have not beon
ofeclacy This moy result in geometric

gionfar messuramant iacouracios.

Officas with dulegted autherlty under Saction 20 of
ihe Envirenmintal Pralaction Act 1986

Infarmation durivnd from this map should be
canfiread whh e dala custodian acknowlsgad
by it aganey acronym in the lsgend.

@ eanmany Consgrvation

".“
Sur anvironment, our luture S8
VA Srond S s (ulure




7697829mN

LEGEND

- Road Centrolines
‘Cadasire for labelling
[] Freston
[] Grown fesarvs
tate Formst | Tintoes Rewirve
] i #ark
{cant)

[ Gromn Lense
E[l--m-rw
[[] Lasss on Euls Farew! | Timber Reserve

Plan 4960/1i

Cloaring Instrumants
|| Aman Approved ia Cloar

R

Scala 1:192236
fAppraimuln whin caproduced af A<)

Geoacentric Datum Australla 1994

alg In this mup have not bean
i muy reauft in geomeirc
waxummant inaccuracies.

Offioer with delegated authority undar Saction 20 of
the Environmantal Protaction Ast 1988

Infarmatian derlvad frain this map should be
sonfirmad with ihe data custodian acknowlagad
by the agancy acronym in the lagend.

E Encmmnnl al
@ Trenment and Eﬂnumlhn

Qur enyironment, u.u Telura '
WA Ciowh Copyight 20




| 2 Department of
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Clearing Permit Decision Report

1. Application details

Purpose Permit

1.1. Permit application details
Permit application No.: 4960/1
Permit type:

1.2. Proponent details

Proponent’s name;

1.3. Property details
Property:

Local Government Area:
Colloquial name:

1.4. Application

New Standard Onshore Pty Ltd

Clearing Area (ha) No. Trees Method of Clearing
35 Mechanical Removal
1.5. Decision on application

Decision on Permit Application:  Grant

Decision Date: 24 May 2012

UNALLOCATED CROWN LAND ( TELFER 6782)
Shire of East Pilbara

For the purpose of:
Road construction or maintenance

2. Site Information

2.1.

Existing environment and information

2.1.1. Deascription of the native vegetation under application

Vegetation Description

Mapped Beard vegetation association
80 is descrbed as Hummock
grasslands, low tree steppe; desert
walnut over soft spinifex between
sandridges.

Mapped Beard vegetation association
101 is described as Hummaock
grasslands, shrub steppe; Acacia
pachycarpa over soft spinifex

Mapped Beard vegetation association
713 is described as ‘Mosaic: Hummock
grasslands, open low tree steppe;
bloodwood (Eucalyptus dichromophloia)
over soft spinifex soft spinifex /
Hummock grasslands, open low tree
steppe; desert walnut over soft spinifex
hetween sandridges’.

Mapped Beard vegetation association
155 is described as ‘Hummock
grasslands, low tree steppe; eucalypts
over soft spinifex and feathertop spinifex
between sandhills’.

Mapped Beard vegetation association
138 is described as 'Mosaic: Hummock
grasslands, low tree steppe; eucalypts
over feathertop between dunes /
Hummock grasslands, patchy shrub
steppe; Acacia pachycarpa over soft
spinifex on lateritic rises’.

Mapped Beard vegetation association
41 is described as 'Shrublands; teatree
scrub’.

(Shepherd et al 2001)

Clearing Description

The proposed clearing is for 35
hectares along a 400km linear area
for the upgrade of access tracks,
water bores and campsite related to
Kidson and Kemp Field Tracks.

The proposed clearing is to ocour
along the existing Kemp Field track
which is overgrown and raquires re-
instated to a width of 8-10 m. New
bypass tracks are proposed around
heritage protection areas and
washout remediation work is also
required. Clearing also includes
regrowth within old borrow pits areas
and washout areas (New Standard
Onshore 2012). Tha majerity of the
proposed clearing will impact pre-
disturbed vegetation areas except
within bypass roads (New Standard
Onshore 2012),

Ten vegetation types occur within
the application area in excellent
condition (Coffey  Environmants
2012), being Acacia ancistrocarpa,
Grevillea wickhamii subsp, hispidula
tall open shrubland Triodia schinzii
hummock grassland on red/pink
loamy sand and Acacia tumida var.
kulpan and Grevillea wickhamii
subsp. hispidula tall open shrubland
over Triodia epactia (Forma) and
Triodia schinzii hummock grassland
on red/pink fine grained sand within
Kemp Fleld Track ,

Within the red book area of the track
the following vegetation communities
were recorded; Gravillea wickhamii
subsp. hispidula scattered tall
shrubs with Acacia monticola tall

Vegetation Condition

Good: Structure significantly altered
by multiple disturbance; retains
basic structure/ability to regenerate
(Keighery 1994)

To

Excellent:  Vegetation  structure
intact; disturbance affecting
individual species, weeds non-

aggressive (Keighery 1994)

Comment
Condition of the
vegetation was

established from aerial
photography and from
a limited flora survey
conducted by Coffey
Environments (2012).
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shrubland one drainage/flow lines
over Triodia epactia hummock
grassland on skeletal red rocky
loam,

Grevillea wickhamii subsp. hispidula
scattered shrubs over Acacia hilliana
low shrubs over Triodia epactia
hummock grassland on skeleta! red
rocky loam,

Corymhia zygophylla scattered low
treas over Acacia tumida var. kulpan
shrubland over Triodia schinzii
hummock grassland on red fine
grained sand,

Solanum  sturtianum  and Acacia
stelliceps scattered shrubs over
hummock grassland on red fine
grained loamy clay,

Eucalyptus vietrix and Corymbia
hamersleyana scattered low trees
over Acacia open shrubland over
Jacksonia aculeata and Dampiera
candicans low open shrubland over
hummock grassland on red fine
grained loam,

Acacia pachycarpa open shrubland
over hummock grassland on red fine
grained loamy sand,

Acacla monticola and  Acacia
ancistrocarpa scattered tall shrubs
over dense hummock grassland on
red fine grained clayey loamy sand
and

Acacia ancistrocarpa, Grevillea
wickhamii subsp, hispidula and
grevillea refracta subsp. refracta tall
open  shrubland ovar  Otion
simplicifolium and Jacksonia
aculeata shrubs over dense
hummock grassland on red loamy
sand,

(Coffey Environments 2012)

3. Assessment of application against clearing principles

(a) Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises a high level of biological diversity.

Comments Proposal may be at variance to this Principle

The proposed clearing of 35 hectares along a 400km linear area is for the upgrade of access tracks and
construction of water bores and campsites related to Kidson and Kemp Field Tracks. These tracks oceur within
the Great Sandy Desert area. The proposed clearing is to ocecur along the existing Kemp Field track which is
overgrown and requires re-instated to a width of 8-10 m. New bypass tracks are proposed around heritage
protection areas and washout remediation work is also required. Clearing also includes regrowth within old
borrow pits areas and washout areas (New Standard Onshore 2012). The majority of the proposed clearing will
impact pre-disturbed vegetation areas except within bypass roads (New Standard Onshore 2012).

A level 1 flora survey was undertaken in March 2012 within the red book area and along the Kemp Field Track
within the application area (Coffey Environments 2012). Not all of the application area was surveyed given the
large and linear nature of the proposed clearing (400km long). Ten vegetation types occur within the application
area in excellent condition (Coffey Environments 2012). In addition, a total of 106 taxa were recorded and no
weed species were observed (Coffey Environments 2012).

The central eastern portion of the area under application (70km long) occurs within the Percival Lakes / Great
Sandy Desert area. The Environmental Protection Authority (EPA, 1893) classified the Percival Lakes / Great
Sandy Desert area within the System 12 subarea of the Red Book classification system. The EPA considered
the area to be a good representative section of the central Great Sandy Desert. Given this classification, the
area under application within this area may contain a high biclogical diversity.

Numerous priority flora species occur within the local area (150km radius) including 18 Priority 3 species (under
Page 2




Methodology

the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 (WC Act)), 4 Priority 2 species (under WC Act) and 6 Priority 1 species
(under WC Act), given this the proposed clearing may include habitat for these species. No rare or priority flora
species were recorded during a Level 1 flora survey of a portion of the application area (Coffey Environments
2012).

Given that the proposed clearing of 35 hectares is scattered along a long and linear area (400km) and that the
local area consists of similar habitat in the same or better condition as the area under application, it is not
considered for the proposed clearing to significantly impact priority flora species.

Given that the proposed clearing occurs in excellent condition and may contain habitat for priority flora species
and a potion occurs within the Percival Lakes/Great Desert area, the proposed clearing may be at variance to
this principle. Weed management would reduce impact of the proposed clearing.

References

-New Standard Onshore (2012)
-Environmental Protection Authority (1993)
-Coffey Environments (2012)

GIS Databases

-Sac Bio datasets (19 April 2012)

(b) Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises the whole or a part of, or is necessary for the
maintenance of, a significant habitat for fauna indigenous to Western Australia.

Comments

Methodology

Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle

Within the local area (40km radius) there are four records of conservation significant fauna species, being
Macrotis lagotis (Bilby) (Rare -Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 (WC Act)), Aspidites ramsayi (Woma) (Specially
Protected - WC Act)), Ardeotis australis (Australian Bustard) (Priority 4 - WC Act) and Leggadina lakedownensis
(Short tailed Mouse) (Priority 4 - WC Act) (DEC 2007-).

Four habitat types have been identified within the application area including, Acacia over Spinifex sandplain,
Acacia over spinifex lateritic rise, Minor drainage lines and Spinifex over clay/calcrete (Coffey Environments
2012).

Apart from the new bypass road areas within the application area, the majority of the application area has been
previously disturbed and consists of regrowth (New Standard Onshore 2012).

The Australian Bustard was observed during the flora and vegetation survey within the application area (Coffey
Environments 2012). A level 1 fauna assessment identified seven fauna conservation significant species likely
fo utilized the application area including the Woma Python (Aspidites ramsayi) (Specially Portected), Bush
Stone curlew (Burhinus grallarius) (Priority 4 - WC Act), Major Mitchells Cockatoo (Lophochroa leadbeateri)
(Specially protected), Princess Parrot (Polytelis alexandrae) ( Priority 4 - WC Act ), Bush tailed Mulgara
(Dasycercus blythi) (Priority 4 - WC Act), Crest - tailed Mulgara (Dasycercus cristicauda) (rare - WC Act),
Greater Bilby (Macrostis lagotis) (rare - WC Act).

There is approximately 100% of pre-European extent of vegetation remaining in the local area (40km radius) of
the area under application. It is considered for the surrounding area to contain similar vegetation types and
habitat as the application area, in similar or better condition, Given this, the limited clearing of 35ha along a
400km existing track is not considered to consist of significant fauna habitat.

References

-New Standard Onshore (2012)
-Coffey Environmnets (2012)

- DEC (2007-)

GIS Databases

-Pre-European vegetation

(c) Native vegetation should not be cleared if it includes, or is necessary for the continued existence of,
rare flora.

Comments

Methodology

Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle
No rare flora species have been recorded within the local area (40 km radius). The closet recording of a rare
flora species is Keraudrenia exastia located 127.5 km from the application area.

A level 1 flora survey undertaken in March 2012 of a portion of the application area (red book area) did not
identify any rare flora species (Coffey Environments 2012).

Given the distance to the nearest rare flora species it is not considered for the proposed clearing to be at
variance to this Principle.

References
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-Coffey Environments (2012)
GIS Databases
-SAC Bio datasets (19 April 2012)

(d) Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises the whole or a part of, or is necessary for the
maintenance of a threatened ecological community.

Comments

Methodology

Proposal is not at variance to this Principle
There are no recorded occurrences of threatened or priority ecological communities within the area under
application, or within the local area (150km radius).

A level 1 flora survey undertaken in March 2012 of a portion of the application area (red book area) did not
identify vegetation communities that could represent a TEC (Coffey Environments 2012).

Given that no TEC has been recorded within the local area, the proposed clearing is not likely to be at variance
to this Principle.

References

-Coffey Environments (2012)

GIS Databases

-SAC Bio datasets (19 April 2012)

(e) Native vegetation should not be cleared If it is significant as a remnant of native vegetation in an area
that has been extensively cleared.

Comments

Methodology

Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle

The vegetation under application is described as Beard vegetation associations 80, 41, 101, 713, 134 155 and
138 which there is 100%, 93%, 100%, 100%, 100% 100% and 100% of pre-European extent remaining,
respectively (Shepherd 2001).

The Beard vegetation associations retains more than the threshold level (30%) recommended in the National
Objectives Targets for Biodiversity Conservation, below which species loss appears to accelerate exponentially
at an ecosystem level (Commonwealth of Australia 2001).

In addition, the application areas do not occur within an extensively cleared landscape as approximately 99%
remains in the local area (40 km radius) and 100% remaining in the Shire of East Pilbara. Therefore, the
proposal is not at variance to this principle

Pre-European Current ExtentRemaining  Extent in DEC Managed Lands

(ha) (ha) (%) (%)
IBERA Bioregion*
Great Sandy Desert 29,638,795 20,537,848 100 3
Shire*
Shire of East Pilbara 37,183,293 37,182,808 100 4
Beard Vegetation Association in Bioregion*
80 294,534 294 534 100 0
41 194,251 180,791 93 10
101 1,191,083 1,191,083 100 0
713 3,609,415 3,609,415 100 0
134 26,024,960 26,024,428 100 3
155 5,902,719 5,802,719 100 0
138 1,008,692 1,008,692 100 0

*Shepherd (2001)

References

-Shepherd (2001)

-Commonwealth of Australia (2001)
GIS Databases

-Pre-European vegetation

(f) Native vegetation should not be cleared if it is growing in, or in association with, an environment
associated with a watercourse or wetland.

Comments

Proposal may be at variance to this Principle
Drainage within the Great Sandy desert where this application area occurs is limited to short ephemeral creeks
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Methodology

and rivers which flow after heavy rains (New Standard Onshore 2012). Numerous small non perennial
watercourses/ drainage lines cross through the application area.

A portion (70 km area) of the application area crosses through the Percival Lakes / Great Sandy Desert area,
an area that has been classified within System 12 subarea of the Red Book classification system. The Percival
Lakes area contains small fresh water springs and seepages that are significant water sources that have high
biological and cultural significance (Kendrick 2001). As the application area crosses through this locality, it may
contain vegetation growing in association with wetlands. However, as the application area is 35 ha over a
400km long and linear area, 70 km of which occurs within the Percival lakes area, it is considered for the
proposed clearing to have minimal impact on these wetlands. In addition, the majority of the clearing is along an
existing track and within areas that have been previously disturbed.

There are no known wetlands located within the red book area according to aerial photography and the
vegetation recorded within this area does not suggest permanent wetland areas (Coffey Environments 2012)

The removal of limited vegetation associated with small non-perennial watercourses is unlikely to significantly
impact on the watercourse network as a whole throughout the landscape.

The proposed clearing may be at variance to this principle.

References

-Kendrick (2001)

-New Standard Onshore (2012)
-Coffey Environments (2012)
GIS Databases

-Hydrography, linear

(g) Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to cause appreciable
land degradation.

Comments

Methodology

Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle
Chief soils within the area under application are red earthy sands (Northcote et al 1960-68). These soils are at
a high risk of wind and water erosion.

The proposed clearing may cause localised minor soil erosion during heavy rains.

Given that the proposed clearing is 35 ha over a long and linear area (400km), it is not likely to cause
appreciable land degradation in the form of soil erosion and is not likely to be at variance to this clearing
principle.

References

-Northcote et al (1960-68)
GIS Databases

-Soils, statewide

(h) Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to have an impact on
the environmental values of any adjacent or nearby conservation area.

Comments

Methodology

Proposal is not likely to be at varlance to this Principle
The closest conservation area to the area under application is Dragon tree soak Nature Reserve occurring 94
km north of the application area.

Given the distance to the nearest conservation area it is not considered for the proposed clearing to be at
variance to this Principle.

GIS Databases
-DEC Managed Lands

(i) Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to cause deterioration
in the quality of surface or underground water.

Comments

Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle

Drainage within the Great Sandy desert where this application area is limited to short ephemeral creeks and
rivers which flow after heavy rains (New Standard Onshore 2012). Numerous small non perennial
watercourses/ drainage lines cross through the application area.

A portion (70 km area) of the application area crosses through the Percival Lakes / Great Sandy Desert area,
an area that has been classified within System 12 subarea of the Red Book classification system, The Percival
Lakes area contains small fresh water springs and seepages that are significant water sources that have high
biological and cultural significance (Kendrick 2001). As the application area crosses through this locality, it may
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Methodology

contain vegetation growing in association with these seepages. There are no known wetlands located within the
red book area according to aerial photography and the vegetation recorded within this area does not suggest
permanent wetland areas (Coffey Environments 2012)

The proposed clearing may cause temporary sedimentation of surface water of drainage lines that occur within
the application area during wet weather.

Given that the proposed clearing is 35 ha over a long and linear area (400km) it is not likely to cause
deterioration in surface or underground water and is not likely to be at variance to this clearing principle

References

-Kendrick (2001)

-New Standard Onshore (2012)
-Coffey Environmnets (2012)
GIS Databases

-Hyrdography, linear
-Hydrography, lakes

(j) Native vegetation should not be cleared if clearing the vegetation is likely to cause, or exacerbate, the
incidence or intensity of flooding.

Comments

Methodology

Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle
Chief soils within the area under application are red earthy sands (Northcote et al 1960-68).

Given the sandy soils and that the proposed clearing is of 35 ha over a long and linear area (400km), it is not
considered for the clearing to exacerbate or increase the intensity of flooding.

References

-Northcote et al (1960-68)
GIS Databases
-Hyrdography, linear
-Hydrography, lakes
-Soils, statewide

Planning instrument, Native Title, Previous EPA decision or other matter.

Comments

The proposed clearing of 35 hectares along a 400km linear area for the upgrade of access tracks, water bores
and campsite related to Kidson and Kemp Field Tracks. The Kidson track requires re-mediation of washout
areas, the use of previously disturbed borrow pit for temporary gravel and campsite establishment,
establishment of water bores along the edge of tracks and deviation of the track in areas to avoid heritage sites
(New Standard Onshore 2012). The Kemp field track requires re-instatement of track to original width of 8-10 m
and remediation of washout areas (New Standard Onshore 2012).

The upgrade of the Kidson and Kemp field tracks is to allow New Standard Onshore to access and undertake
exploration within their Petroleum Exploration Permits in the Canning Basin,

The proposed clearing occurs on Unallocated Crown Land (UCL). The applicant holds a section 91 License
under the Land Administration Act 1997 (Lic 00050_2012_A1735072) for the permitted use of access, borrow
pits and water bores within a 40 m casement centred on the centre of the existing Kemp Field and Kidson
tracks. This license is valid from the 1 March 2012 to the 28 February 2017. Condition 4.1 (h) of this license
states ‘must not undertake nor allow to be undertaken any excavation or clearing of the License Area'.

An emall from Department of Regional Development and Lands (RDL) has been received (dated 22 March
2012) stating that Condition 4.1(h) is no longer applicable and the permitted use of the license is now 'Access,
use of borrow pits and use of water bores within a 40 m easement centred on the centre of the existing track,
construct track by-passes as requested by Native Title holders for the protection of heritage sites along the
easement and disturb vegetation required for the completion of the works, subject to compliance with all
applicable law associated with vegetation disturbance’,

An Environmental Management Flan has been approved by The Department of Mining and Petroleumn for the
applicant's Canning basin exploration program (Coffey Environments 2012).

The applicant has a Native Title Agreement with the Nyangumarta people (Native title holders) in relation to the
works along the Kemp Field and Kidson tracks.

One Aboriginal Site of Significance is mapped within the application area. It is the proponent's responsibility to
comply with the Aboriginal Herltage Act 1972 and ensure that no Aboriginal Sites of Significance are damaged
throughout the clearing process.
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The application area occurs within the Canning- Kimberley Groundwater Management Area as proclaimed
under the Rights in Water and Irrigation Act, The applicant has obtained licences from the Department of Water
to sink bores within the application area (Licences CAW175435, GWL175436, CAW175437, GWL175438,
CAW175439, GWL175441).

Methodology  References
-New Standard Onshore (2012)
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GIS Databases
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5. Glossary

Term Meaning

BCS Biodiversity Coordination Section of DEC

CALM Department of Conservation and Land Management (now BCS)
DAFWA Department of Agriculture and Food

DEC Department of Environment and Conservation

DEP Department of Environmental Protection (now DEC)
DoE Department of Environment

DolR Department of Industry and Resources

DRF Declared Rare Flora

EPP Environmental Protection Policy

GIS Geographical Information System

ha Hectare (10,000 square metres)

TEC Threatened Ecological Community

WRC Water and Rivers Commission (now DEC)
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