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��/��\GIF�]MĜ_�̀aH�bcde��
�������/�
�4
!�������4E��f8��g;:A=Z�ZW:ABC�hXAQX�Q@;<:ABC�AY�<WRX=:AY;Z��� D/����
+!��/��"�
�+� ������2���
�����FGHIJK�JKLKHGHIMF�����
��#�-�
!�����'E���g9iU�jj�k�9llmllnmoU�lmpqmo?m�9or�n9o9smnmoU�git?mrqiml��u8�9v=AZw�xABAxAY;�<BZ�:;ZWQ;�AxP<QRY�<BZ�;yR;BR�=>�Q@;<:ABC�%��"���
+!�!����/���+��������FGHIJK�JKLKHGHIMF�������2���
�"����/�
! �"���"�
��/! ���
+!�1��/����
+!��3��"�
�+� ��/����
���
"�����/�������4!����
!�2!��� 1� �������!���
"�
�����
���
��2�z�$�)����!"��/��2���
!������FGHIJK�JKLKHGHIMF{�$�)�+!�!+! ���/���+��������FGHIJK�JKLKHGHIMF�������2���
�"{���"�$2)�
�"�2���/��!+��2�����2���
!�������������!
��+�����������E��|8�mBvA:=Bx;BR<@�n<B<C;x;BR�g@<B�$�)�}~�������������������������������������~������������������������������4����-���
�/�-!
��
����"�

�!�/��-22�  ��
�S�2������� �
�2�!������!
��+������5�����+�������������0�����2�+����&�E���-N��N5&�N�&N�����0��z�������$�)�%��!��! ���2�  �
�����+�"!��������������������������4����-���
�/�-!
��
����"�

�!�/��-22�  ��
�S�2������� �
�2�!������!
��+������5�����+�������������0�����2�+����&�E���-N��N5&�N�&N�����0��z����1��/����
+!��3��"�
�+� �� ��+!���/��+�"!�!�"����!
��+������5�����+�������������/�����E��$2)�-�+�"!�!�"����!
��+������5�����+���������+� ���������!+���+����"����!�����
���"�����/�����E��$")�-�����
���"�+�"!�!�"����!
��+������5�����+��������� ���
 �"� ������������������������4����-���
�/�-!
��
����"�

�!�/��-22�  ��
�S�2������� �
�2�!������!
��+������5�����+�������������0�����2�+����&�E���-N��N5&�N�&N�����0��z����E��



���������	��	�
��
��
������� � �����	�������

�������������� !�"�#�$�%&�
�'�()�&�(��*'��
)&��+)(,)&�(,���
���*
�--.,�(*,�/�
�/��&��((�*,�/��'�&������	�0�(,����
1)(�2�'/�
�-,�''�3
�4)/����&/)&�����5�0		�0	���(��(,��6�3�
(1�&(����7�(�
��&/�8&4)
�&1�&(�'�9���'�()�&���
�(,��3�
3�-������-(��')-,)&���
�1�)&(�)&)&��:;<=>?�>?@?<;<=A:B��#�$�%&�
�'�()�&�(��*'��
)&��+)(,)&�(,���
���*
�--.,�(*,�/�
�/��&��((�*,�/��'�&������	*0�(,����
1)(�2�'/�
�-,�''�3
�4)/����&/)&�����5�0C��0����(��(,��6�3�
(1�&(����7�(�
��&/�8&4)
�&1�&(�'�9���'�()�&���
�(,��3�
3�-������-(��')-,)&���
�1�)&(�)&)&��:;<=>?�>?@?<;<=A:B��DE�����������FG !�GHI�J�J�JK �"�#�$�L,����
1)(�2�'/�
�1�-(���&/�(,��3�
*,�-�����(,���
���*
�--.,�(*,�/�
�/��&��((�*,�/��'�&������	/�(�����*�/�/�(��(,��6�3�
(1�&(����M)�/)4�
-)(�0���&-�
4�()�&��&/�N((
�*()�&-B��#�$��
)�
�(��(,�����6�*�1��
����	0�(,����
1)(�2�'/�
�1�-(�*�/��(,���
���*
�--.,�(*,�/�
�/��&��((�*,�/��'�&������	��(��(,��6�3�
(1�&(����M)�/)4�
-)(�0���&-�
4�()�&��&/�N((
�*()�&-B��#*$�L,����
1)(�2�'/�
�-,�''�3
�4)/��/�*�1�&(�
���4)/�&*��(��(,��OPQ�(,�(�(,���
���*
�--.,�(*,�/�
�/��&��((�*,�/��'�&������	��,�-����&�*�/�/�(��(,��6�3�
(1�&(����M)�/)4�
-)(�0���&-�
4�()�&��&/�N((
�*()�&-�+)(,)&�(,
���1�&(,-�����R�*�()&��(,��'�&/�(
�&-��
B��DD����������S�TGUJFJ�G�JK �VFG "�#�$�L,����
1)(�2�'/�
�1�-(�)13'�1�&(��&/��/,�
��(��WX�&���1�&(��'�&�Y�Z�(�+���7N���
(,�N)
3�
(��&/�

�)�,(�N**�--��
�[�*(�Y�9�,��)')(�()�&��'�&�Y��)�&��
���
\�]��-�(�Y�6�*�1�&(�̂�B�Z7N.�7.X �̂.8̂ .�����9�4_��WB��#�$�%��)(�)-�&�*�--�
��(��1�/)���(,��WX�&���1�&(��'�&�Y�Z�(�+���7N���
(,�N)
3�
(��&/�

�)�,(�N**�--��
�[�*(�Y�9�,��)')(�()�&��'�&�Y��)�&��
���
\�]��-�(�Y�6�*�1�&(�̂�B�Z7N.�7.X �̂.8̂ .�����9�4_��W0�(,����
1)(�2�'/�
�1�-(�-��1)(�(,��1�/)�)�/�9�,��)')(�()�&��'�&�(��(,��OPQB��#*$�N�1�/)�)�/�9�,��)')(�()�&��'�&�1�-(�&�(����)13'�1�&(�/��&()'��33
�4�/����(,��OPQB��#/$�N&��33
�4�/�1�/)�)�/�9�,��)')(�()�&��'�&�-�3�
-�/�-�WX�&���1�&(��'�&�Y�Z�(�+���7N���
(,�N)
3�
(��&/�

�)�,(�N**�--��
�[�*(�Y�9�,��)')(�()�&��'�&�Y��)�&��
���
\�]��-�(�Y�6�*�1�&(�̂�B�Z7N.�7.X �̂.8̂ .�����9�4_��WB��#�$�L,����
1)(�2�'/�
�1�-(�*�13'�(��)13'�1�&(�()�&����WX�&���1�&(��'�&�Y�Z�(�+���7N���
(,�N)
3�
(��&/�

�)�,(�N**�--��
�[�*(�Y�9�,��)')(�()�&��'�&�Y��)�&��
���
\�]��-�(�Y�6�*�1�&(�̂�B�Z7N.�7.X �̂.8̂ .�����9�4_��W��
��&��33
�4�/�1�/)�)�/�9�,��)')(�()�&��'�&����&��'�(�
�(,�&��̀�a�&��
������B��Db��cK J�KdJ e�VFG �#�$�fgh�ihjklm�nopqhj�krsm�lktphkhum�vuq�vqghjh�mo�wxvuvyhkhum�ipvu�Y�Z�(�+���7N���
(,�N)
3�
(��&/�

�)�,(�N**�--��
�[�*(�Y�X�&)(�
)&�����z���(�()�&�2��'(,���
�7�('�&/-��&/�L,
��(�&�/�8*�'��)*�'���11�&)()�-���
�Z�(�+���7N�Y�6�*�1�&(�̂�B�Z7N.�7.X �̂.8̂ .���C�9�4_��{|��#�$�}~�lm�ls�uh�hssvj��mo�koql~��wxvuvyhkhum�ipvu�Y�Z�(�+���7N���
(,�N)
3�
(��&/�

�)�,(�N**�--��
�[�*(�Y�X�&)(�
)&�����z���(�()�&�2��'(,���
�7�('�&/-��&/�L,
��(�&�/�8*�'��)*�'���11�&)()�-���
�Z�(�+���7N�Y�6�*�1�&(�̂�B�Z7N.�7.X �̂.8̂ .���C�9�4_��{��mgh�ihjklm�nopqhj�krsm�sr�klm�mgh�1�/)�)�/�X�&)(�
)&���'�&�(��(,��OPQB��#*$�N�1�/)�)�/�X�&)(�
)&���'�&�1�-(�&�(����)13'�1�&(�/��&()'��33
�4�/����(,��OPQB��#/$��u�vttjo�hq�koql~lhq�xoulmojluy�ipvu�srthjshqhs�wxvuvyhkhum�ipvu�Y�Z�(�+���7N���
(,�N)
3�
(��&/�

�)�,(�N**�--��
�[�*(�Y�X�&)(�
)&�����z���(�()�&�2��'(,���
�7�('�&/-��&/�L,
��(�&�/�8*�'��)*�'���11�&)()�-���
�Z�(�+���7N�Y�6�*�1�&(�̂�B�Z7N.�7.X �̂.8̂ .���C�9�4_��{|�� �



���������	��	�
��
��
������� �������������

�������� !��"#�$��#� %"&'%()*�+��+,�
-�./+���+��01��
/+���
��-*�
��0-/2/-����-*�
/3�,��+,�
�-*/3���
4/-5�-*����
4/-�6�1,�
�4�3-�-�.�-*����11�7/+��3-�83�-��4/+/4/3��-*��
/3.����-*��/+-
�,�0-/�+��+,�38
��,����9::;<��+,�;=:>?@ABC�D�01��+���
-*E4�2/+��4�0*/+�
�����3�/1��+,�2���-�-/�+�8
/�
�-���+-�
/+���+,�1��2/+��-*���
���-����01��
�,FC�D��+3�
��-*�-�+��;=:>?@A��
�9::;E����0-�,�3�/15�GHI@J5�K=II��
��-*�
�4�-�
/�1�/3��
���*-�/+-��-*���
���-����01��
�,F��+,C0D�
�3-
/0-�-*��4�2�4�+-����4�0*/+�3��+,��-*�
�2�*/01�3�-��-*��1/4/-3����-*���
��3�-�����01��
�,L�M�N(%'��O�"�P�O�"&)*�
��QJR:?Q:S:;�KITR?�1/3-�,�/+�-*��U=T;=V:R<=QW�XTS<:RV?Q=TS�YZ=<Q=S[�TK�\?Q=V:�]̂:@=:<_�ỲITR?_�aR;:Rbcbb��00�
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Clearing Permit Decision Report  
 

1. Application details   

1.1. Permit application details 
Permit application No.: 5242/6 

Permit type: Purpose Permit 

1.2. Applicant details 
Applicant's name: Commissioner of Main Roads Western Australia 

Application received date: 03 July 2023 

1.3. Property details 
Property: Various road reserves – see the property list for detailed information.  
Local Government Authority: City of Belmont 

City of Kalamunda 

1.4. Application 
Clearing Area (ha) No. Trees Method of Clearing Purpose category: 

114.7 
 

Mechanical removal Road construction or upgrades 

1.5. Decision on application 
Decision on Application: Granted 

Decision Date: 26 February 2024 

Reasons for Decision: This clearing permit amendment application was submitted, accepted, assessed, and 
determined in accordance with sections 51E and 51O of the Environmental Protection Act 
1986 (EP Act). The Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (DWER) advertised 
the application for 21 days and did not receive any public submissions.  
 

In making this decision, the Delegated Officer had regard for the site characteristics (see 
Section 2), relevant datasets (see Section 5.1), the clearing principles set out in Schedule 5 
of the EP Act, relevant planning instruments and any other matters considered relevant to 
the assessment. The Delegated Officer also considered that the proposed amendment is to 
to extend the permit duration until 2033 to allow the permit holder to comply with the 
rehabilitation conditions of Clearing Permit CPS 5242/5 and clear native vegetation for the 
Tonkin Highway upgrade (Hale and Welshpool interchanges) scheduled in 2025.  

 

A review of current environmental information identified that the environmental values 
present within the existing permit area remain largely unchanged from the previous 
assessments of the permit. The Delegated Officer noted that the permit holder has already 
cleared approximately 96.55 of the approved 114.85 hectares of native vegetation 
(approximately 84 per cent of the authorised extent), and that a review of the permit holder’s 
compliance with the permit conditions did not identify any issues. 

 

Given the ongoing nature of site disturbance since 2013 and the proximity to existing road, 
the Delegated Officer determined that the permit area at the current state was unlikely to 
provide significant habitat for conservation significant flora, be representative of a 
threatened or priority ecological community, or be significant as a remnant within an 
extensively cleared area. The remaining vegetation within the permit area is still likely to 
consist of significant habitat for conservation significant fauna species. However, the impact 
to these fauna species were considered during the previous assessments and conditions, 
including environmental offsets, were implemented on the clearing permit to counterbalance 
the significant residual impacts.  

 

The Delegated Officer determined that the proposed amendment may result in the 
introduction and spread of weeds and dieback into adjacent vegetation, including into 
nearby bushforever sites and ecological communities. However, given the extent of the 
proposed clearing, the disturbance history of the sites, and the existing permit conditions, 
the Delegated Officer determined that the ongoing clearing for the road construction 
upgrades is not likely to significantly contribute to the spread of weeds and dieback. 

 

In considering the above, the Delegated Officer determined that the extent to which the 
impacts of the proposed clearing present a risk to biological, conservation, or land and water 

resource values remains unchanged from the previous assessments of the permit and can 

be found in the Decision Reports prepared for CPS 5242/1, CPS 5242/2 and CPS 5242/3. 
Noting the above, the Delegated Officer considered that the proposed amendment is not 
likely to lead to an unacceptable risk to environmental values, and that the condition on the 
clearing permit adequately manage environmental impacts of the proposed clearing.  

https://ftp.dwer.wa.gov.au/permit/5242/CPS%205242-6%20-%20Property%20list.pdf
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The Delegated Officer made administrative amendments to the existing permit conditions 
to align them with current business practices. 

2. Site Information 
 

Clearing Description The proposed amendment to CPS 5242/5 is for the purpose of extending the permit 
duration until 2033, to allow for the permit holder to comply with the conditions of Clearing 
Permit CPS 5242/5 and to amend the permit conditions to allow the approved clearing of 
native vegetation within the Tonkin Highway to continue until 2028.  
 
According to the information provided by the permit holder, approximately 96.55 hectares 
of the approved 114.85 hectares of native vegetation has been cleared under the previous 
permits. The clearing was undertaken between July 2013 and December 2016, and 
between January and September 2021. The permit holder has submitted annual 
compliance reports to the DWER outlining the area that was cleared during each year. 
Vast majority of the clearing of native vegetation was undertaken prior to 2017 with 0.2 
hectares of clearing in 2021. No clearing was undertaken in 2022 until present date. 
 

Vegetation Description The permit area occurs within the Swan Coastal Plain IBRA bioregion within the City of 
Belmont and the Shire of Kalamunda Local Government Areas and is mapped within 
various Beard (Shepherd et al., 2001) and Swan Coastal Plain (Heddle et al., 1980), 
vegetation associations. The mapped vegetation complexes are:  

• Bassendean Complex-Central and South, described as Vegetation ranges from 
woodland of Eucalyptus marginata (Jarrah) - Allocasuarina fraseriana (Sheoak) 
- Banksia species to low woodland of Melaleuca species, and sedgelands on the 
moister sites. This area includes the transition of Eucalyptus marginata (Jarrah) 
to Eucalyptus todtiana (Pricklybark) in the vicinity of Perth (Heddle et al., 1980). 

• Southern River Complex, described as open woodland of Corymbia calophylla 
(Marri) - Eucalyptus marginata (Jarrah) - Banksia species with fringing woodland 
of Eucalyptus rudis (Flooded Gum) - Melaleuca rhaphiophylla (Swamp 
Paperbark) along creek beds (Heddle et al., 1980). 

 
It is noted that the vegetation within the application area has been historically cleared and 
disturbed for the road construction and upgrades.  
 

Vegetation Condition Given the vegetation within the application area has been historically cleared and disturbed 
for road construction and upgrades, the condition of the vegetation within the application 
area is considered to range from Good to Degraded (Keighery, 1994) condition: 

• Good, described as vegetation structure significantly altered by very obvious 
signs of multiple disturbances. Retains basic vegetation structure or ability to 
regenerate it. For example, disturbance to vegetation structure caused by very 
frequent fires, the presence of some very aggressive weeds at high density, 
partial clearing, dieback and/or grazing (Keighery, 194), and 

• Degraded, described as basic vegetation structure severely impacted by 
disturbance. Scope for regeneration but not to a state approaching good 
condition without intensive management. For example, disturbance to vegetation 
structure caused by very frequent fires, the presence of very aggressive weeds, 
partial clearing, dieback and/or grazing (Keighery 1994). 
 

Soil Type The soil type within the application area is mapped as the following subsystems: 

• EnvGeol S8 Phase (212Bs), described as sand - very light grey at surface, yellow 
at depth, fine to medium-grained, sub-rounded quartz, moderately well sorted of 
eolian origin (DPIRD, 2022).  

• EnvGeol Mgs1 Phase (213Pj), described as pebbly silt - strong brown silt with 
common, fine to occasionally coarse-grained, sub-rounded laterite quartz, heavily 
weathered granite pebble, some fine to medium-grained quartz sand, of alluvial 
(DPIRD, 2022).  

• EnvGeol S10 Phase (213Pj), described as sand - as S8 as relatively thin veneer 
over sandy clay to clayey sand of eolian origin (DPIRD, 2022). 

• EnvGeol S8 Phase (212Bs), described as sand - very light grey at surface, yellow 
at depth, fine to medium-grained, sub-rounded quartz and moderately well sorted 
of eolian origin (DPIRD, 2022).  
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3. Avoidance and mitigation measures 

While the majority of the clearing proposed will occur within the area already approved under the previous version of the clearing 
permit CPS 5242/5, the Delegated Officer considers important for the permit holder to continue to consider, where practical, 
whether it is still necessary to undertake clearing within the entirety of the area approved under the clearing permit. The existing 
permit condition, requiring the permit holder to have regard to the mitigation hierarchy, remains appropriate to ensure that the 
amount of native vegetation to be cleared under the amended permit is limited to only the extent necessary. 

 

The avoidance and mitigation measures employed by the permit holder are unchanged and can be found in the Decision Reports 
prepared for Clearing Permits CPS 5242/1 to CPS 5242/5. 

4. Assessment of application against clearing principles 

Conclusion 

A review of current environmental databases indicates that the environmental values within the permit area remain largely 
unchanged since the previous assessments of the permit and it is not considered that the ongoing clearing of road construction 
and upgrades will significantly alter the impacts of the clearing approved under CPS 5242/5. Given the above and the nature of 
the proposed amendment, the Delegated Officer determined that the assessment against the clearing principles and the extent to 
which the impacts of the proposed clearing present a risk to biological, conservation, or land and water resource values remains 
largely unchanged from the previous assessments of the permit and can be found in the Decision Reports prepared for CPS 5242/1 
to CPS 5242/5. 

 
Conservation significant flora 

According to available databases, 138 conservation significant flora species were identified within the 10-kilometre radius from the 
application area. Considering each of the flora species that were identified, four flora species are recorded after the year 2016 that 
are unlikely to have been considered during the previous assessments of the application area. These flora species are: 

• Diuris brevis – Priority 2 

• Morelotia australiensis – Threatened  

• Drosera x sidjamesii – Priority 1  

• Poranthera moorokatta – Priority 2  

 

In forming a view on the likelihood of the above species occurring within the application area, the preferred habitat types of these 
species and their proximity to the application area were considered, along with the vegetation/soil types and landforms within the 
application area.  

 

Diuris brevis was recorded from 2023 within the local area, approximately 3.9 kilometres from the application area. This flora 
species is listed as a Priority two by the Department of Biodiveristy, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA). The Florabase website 
(Western Australian Herbarium, 1998-) indicates that this species is known from two recorded populations in the local government 
areas of Gosnells and Waroona. The florabase website describes this species as a perenial herb with brown and yellow flowers 
from mid-August to September (WA Herb, 1998). The species is known to grow in dense, low shrubland and is restricted to the 
South West of WA (Atlas of Living Australia, n.d). Given the restricted distribution of the species and the habitat preference, it is 
unlikely that this species will occure within the remaining vegetation of the application area.  

 

Morelotia australiensis wa recorded from 2019 within the local area, approximately 4.02 kilometres from the application area. This 
flora species is listed as Threatened unde the BC Act. The Florabase website (Western Australian Herbarium, 1998-) indicates 
that this species is known from ten recorded populations (some records may overlap) in the Northern Jarrah Forest and the Perth 
IBRA subregions (WA Herbarium, 1998-). This species is described as perennial, rhizomatous, tufted herb/sedge, with stems that 
grow to one metre high. This flora is known to occur in grey sand over clay; also described as yellow and sandy or clayey lateritic 
soils and favours winter-wet swampy depressions, drainage lines or rises surrounding swamps (DCCEEW, n.d). Given the known 
preferred habitat of the species, it is unlikely that this species will occur within the remaining vegetation of the application area.  

 

Drosera x sidjamesii was recorded from the year 2020 within the local area, approximately 7.76 kilometres from the application 
area. This species is listed as a Priority one by the DBCA. The Florabase website (WA Herbarium, 1998-) indicates that this species 
is known from ten recorded populations (some records may overlap) in the local government areas of Bayswater and Wanneroo. 
The florabase website describes this species as a fibrous-rooted perennial, herb that is 0.06 meters high with green-pink flowers 
in November to December or January to March (WA Herbarium, 1998)-. The species is known to grow on peaty sand along lake 
margins, close to winter high-water line. Given the current nature of the application area and the lack of watercourses, it is unlikely 
that this species will occur within the remaining vegetation of the application area. 

 

Poranthera moorokatta was recorded from the year 2018 within the local area, approximately 0.18 kilometres from the application 
area. This flora species is listed as a Priority two by the DBCA. The Florabase website (WA Herbarium, 1998-) indicates that this 
species is known from 15 recorded populations (some records may overlap) in the local government areas of Armadale, Belmont, 
Busselton, Canning, Chittering, Cockburn, Dandaragan, Perth, Swan and Wanneroo. This species is described as a small erect 
annual herb with a height up to two centimeters and has white flowers in October to November. This species is known to grow on 
brown to white sandy soils in association with Banksia low woodland over shrubland including Allocasuarina spp., Xanthorrhoea 
spp., Eremaea spp., and Hibbertia spp., or damplands dominated by Melaleuca spp., Banksia littoralis and Taxandria spp (WA 
Herb, 1998). The habitat preferred by the species is present within the application area. However, based on the ongoing 
disturbance within the application area, it is not likely that the application area would comprise significant habitat for P. moorokatta 
species or that the proposed clearing presents a risk to this species at the local, regional or conservation level.  
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Conospermum undulatum was recorded within the application area. According to the conditions of the clearing permit, the permit 
holder must ensure that no more than 62 plants of C. undulatum are cleared. The location of each C. undulatum individuals 
previously cleared has been provided in the annual compliance reports. According to the information provided by the permit holder, 
a total of 62 individuals were cleared under the previous versions of this clearing permit. This is the maximum number of C. 
undulatum individuals the permit holder is authorised to clear. Therefore, any further clearing of this species is not permitted under 
the conditions of the clearing permit. The Permit holder advised that no further removal of C. undulatum is nessary to continue with 
the proposed works.  

 

The current permit includes flora management conditions to protect the conservation significant flora species and it is expected 
that the permit holder continue to comply with the conditions on the clearing permit.  

 

Conservation significant fauna 

A desktop assessment of current databases identified 60 conservation significant fauna species within the 10- kilometres radius 
local area. In determining the likelihood of occurrence of these species within the application area, the species preferred habitat 
attributes were considered. The following fauna species were considered likely to occur. 

 

• Isoodon fusciventer (quenda) (listed as Priority 4 by DBCA), 

• Zanda latirostris (previously Calyptorhynchus latirostris) (Carnaby's cockatoo) (listed as Endangered under the BC Act 
and EPBC Act), 

• Zanda baudinii (Baudin's cockatoo) (listed as Endangered under the BC Act and EPBC Act), 

• Calyptorhynchus banksia naso (Forest red-tailed black cockatoo) (listed as Vulnerable under the BC Act and EPBC 
Act)  

 

It is noted that the above species were considered during the assessment of the previous amendment applications of CPS 5242/1 
to CPS 5242/5. It was determined that the vegetation under application includes significant areas of core habitat for species of 
conservation significance, as well as supporting the maintenance of core habitat. Therefore, the proposed clearing was identified 
to be seriously at variance with clearing principal (b). The department has implemented offset conditions for the loss of significant 
loss of black cockatoo foraging habitat, potential breeding habitat trees for black cockatoos and also for the loss of habitat for 
Quenda. 

 

According to the available databases, several new records of conservation significant fauna species were recorded after the year 
2016. None of these records occur within the application area. Noting the ongoing nature of the clearing and given the disturbance 
history of the vegetation within the application area and its proximity to road infrastructure, it is not expected that fauna are reliant 
on the vegetation within the permit area for refuge sites or as an ecological linkage when moving through the landscape. 

 

The assessment identified the bird, western rosella (Platycercus icterotis xanthogenys) was only recorded from the year 2022 and 
did not form part of the previous assessment undertaken for the application area. This bird was recorded 3.98 kilometres from the 
application area and is listed as a Priority four species by the DBCA. The western rosella inhabits eucalypt and sheoak woodlands 
and scrubs, particularly those containing wandoo, flooded gum, salmon gum, tall mallee, and rock sheoak. This bird forages on 
seeds of subterranean clover, sheoak, capeweed, thistles, flatweed, Eucalyptus sp., and other weed species, as well as on nectar 
and insects and the bird is known to breed in tree hollows, particularly in marri, wandoo, york gum, flooded gum and salmon gum 
(Australian Museum, 2020). Noting that majority of the application area is already cleared, and any remaining clearing is located 
adjacent to a busy road and considering the small extent of the remaining clearing, it is not likely that this species would utilise the 
proposed cleaing area. It is not likely that the loss of the area propsoed to be cleared will have a significant impact on the western 
rosella.  

 
Threatened and priority ecological communities. 

According to available databases, 16 different conservation significant ecological communities are mapped within the 10-kilometre 
radius local area. Eleven of the ecological communities are state listed threatened ecological communities and five state listed 
priority ecological communities. Four ecological communities are mapped within the application area and were assessed during 
the previous versions of the clearing permit assessment. To offset the significant residual impacts, offset conditions were 
implemented on the previous versions of the clearing permit.  

 

It is acknowledged that the proposed clearing could result in indirect impacts to local occurrences by facilitating the spread of 
weeds and dieback into adjacent vegetation. The existing weed and dieback condition and the Environmental Management Plans 
are considered approriate to mitigate this risk. 
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Conservation areas and significant remnant vegetation 
 
Table 1: extent of remaining vegetation 

 Pre-
European 
extent (ha) 

Current 
extent (ha) 

Extent 
remaining 
(%) 

Current extent in 
all DBCA 
managed land 
(ha) 

proportion (%) 
of current 
extent in all 
DBCA 
managed land 

IBRA bioregion* 

Swan Coastal Plain** 1,501,221.93 579,813.47 38.62 222,916.97 38.45 

Vegetation complex 

Bassendean Complex-Central and 
South* 87,476.26 23,508.66 26.87 4,377.36 5.00 

Southern River Complex* 58,781.48 10,832.18 18.43 940.36 1.60 

Local area  

10 km radius 54,554.57 10,548.20 19.3 - - 

*Government of Western Australia (2019a) 

 
The national objectives and targets for biodiversity conservation in Australia has a target to prevent clearance of ecological 
communities with an extent below 30 per cent of that present pre-1750, below which species loss appears to accelerate 
exponentially at an ecosystem level (Commonwealth of Australia, 2001). However, the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) 
recognises the Perth Metropolitan Region to be a constrained area, within which a minimum 10 per cent representation threshold 
for ecological communities is recommended (EPA, 2008).  
 
Vegetation extent within the Swan Coastal Plain IBRA bioregions is above the 30 per cent threshold (Government of Western 
Australia, 2019b). The mapped vegetation complexes Bassendean complex-central and south and southern river complex retain 
approximately 27 and 19 per cent of their original extents, respectively (Government of Western Australia, 2019a). The extent of 
native vegetation remaining within the local area is 19.3 per cent. This is above the 10 per cent threshold for constrained areas.  
 
The vegetation within the permit area has been subject to ongoing clearing. It is noted that substantial clearing has been occurring 
within the Swan Coastal Plain and the clearing associated with this project also contribute to the decline in the extent of native 
vegetation remaining within the Swan Coastal Plain IBRA region. The impacts, however, have been considered through the 
previous versions of the clearing permit assessments and offsets have been conditioned on the permit to mitigate the loss of 
vegetation as a result of the clearing that occurred to accommodate the Gateway project.  
 
As identified in the previous assessments, the application area falls within Bush Forever sites (BFA 319 and BFA 440). The 
impacts on Bush Forever sites have already been considered and been offset through offset conditions on the permit. The 
approved offsets that would counterbalance the loss of environmental values from BFA 319 and BFA 440 include funding for the 
acquisition of native vegetation that also forms part of BFA 372, ceding land owned by the permit holder to DBCA for conservation 
purposes and rehabilitation of Pioneer Park (BFA 440).  
 
The department requested advice from the Department of Planning, Land and Heritage (DPLH) as part of this amendment 
application. DPLH has advised that there is no objection to permitting an extension to the clearing permit. However, the DPLH 
has highlighted the significant vegetation loss occurring from the Gateway WA project and the Perth airport project (DPLH, 2024). 
 
According to the information provided by the applicant, majority of the areas that falls within the Bush Forever sites have not been 
cleared under the previous versions of the clearing permit and no further clearing within Bush Forever sites are proposed as part 
of this amendment application. The permit holder is encouraged to continue considering avoidance, minimisation measures as 
conditioned under the clearing permit when undertaking clearing activities.  
 
The proposed clearing could result in indirect impacts to the surrounding Bush Forever sites and conservation areas through the 
spread of weeds and dieback. The existing weed and dieback condition is considered adequate to mitigate this risk and the permit 
holder is encouraged to continue avoid and minimise clearing where possible. The Permit Holder must also continue to undertake 
the proposed works in accordance with the approved construction management plan conditioned on the permit.  
 
Land and water resources 
In regard to water resources, current databases do not indicate any changes in hydrological mapping since the previous 
assessment of the permit in 2016. As identified in the previous assessments, the proposed clearing includes vegetation likely to 
be growing in association with an environment, associated with a wetland. There are number of damplands and palusplain 
wetlands which are seasonally waterlogged mapped within the application area. Conservation Category wetlands also formed 
part of the clearing within the application area.  
 
A Construction Environmental Management Plan was prepared by the permit holder and approved under the previous versions 
of the clearing permit. It includes commitments to minimise impacts to wetlands mapped within the application area. There is also 
a monitoring program that has been prepared and approved to monitor indirect impacts to wetlands located in close proximity to 
the application area. Further to the above, land acquisition offsets have already been approved to compensate for the loss of up 
to 34 hectares of wetland vegetation.  
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The application area is mapped within the Bassendean and Southern River units with varying degrees of land degradation risks. 
The land degradation risks associated with the proposed clearing remains unchanged from the previous assessment. The permit 
holder must continue to implement appropriate soil, surface water and nutrient management practices to mitigate any potential  
continuous land degradation risks association with the proposed clearing. The Construction Environmental Management Plan 
includes commitments relating to minimising the risk of land degradation.  
 
Based on the above and given the purpose of this application is to extend the duration of the clearing permit, it is not considered 
likely that the proposed clearing will result in any further appreciable land degradation. 

Planning instruments and other relevant matters 

Submission 
The clearing permit amendment application was advertised on DWER’s website on 13 December 2023, inviting submissions from 
the public within a 21-day period. No submissions were received in relation to this application. 

 
Contaminated sites 
According to the available databases, six contaminated sites intersect the application area. Internal advice from the DWER 
contaminated sites did not raise any objections against the proposed permit amendment (DWER, 2024).  
 
Aboriginal heritage  
The department notes that the clearing is proposed to occur within a registered Aboriginal Site and Heritage Place, Poison Gully 
Creek. It is the permit holder’s responsibility to ensure that no Aboriginal Sites of Significance are damaged through the clearing 
process. The permit holder was advised to liaise with DPLH regarding relevant obligations under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972. 
 
Comments from Local Government Authority 

The application area falls within the City of Belmont and City of Kalamunda local government authorities. The Department 
requested comments from both councils to ensure that there are no objections to the ongoing clearing activities associated with 
the project.  

 

Summary of the relevant comments for assessment provided by the City of Kalamunda (the City) (City of Kalamunda, 2024):  

• given the Urban Forest Strategy 2023-2043 adopted, clearing of native vegetation should be avoided and mitigated  

• following clearing works, the temporary cleared areas should be rehabilitated 

• no impacts to native vegetation outside of the clearing footprint should occur; and  

• the conditions of the permit do not provide for pre-clearance or relocation conditions for fauna.  

 

The department notes that the permit holder is responsible for avoiding and minimising the clearing of native vegetation as 
conditioned on the previous clearing permits. This condition will remain on Clearing Permit CPS 5242/6 to ensure the permit holder 
continue to avoid and minimise clearing of native vegetation to the fullest extent possible. The permit holder has prepared a 
rehabilitation and landscape management plan as part of this project. This plan outlines three rehabilitation zones, which are 
bushland regeneration, retention of native bushland with additional landscaping and landscaped areas. All three zones consist of 
success criteria and outlines monitoring, maintenance and mitigation strategies. The department notes that the permit holder is 
undertaking the proposed clearing in accordance with a construction environmental management plan that outlines the 
environmental objectives and targets for threatened and priority flora and communities, protecting fauna in particularly black 
cockatoo species and quenda habitat, minimising impacts to terrestrial fauna, avoiding the spread of weed and dieback, 
maintaining existing surface water hydrology and minimising erosion. The construction management plan was approved by DWER 
in 2013 and was implemented throughout the entire application area. In between 2013 and 2016, the construction management 
plan was reviewed and approved twice. Similarly, the Environmental Monitoring Plan that was prepared was also reviewed and 
approved by DWER to ensure that health of the vegetation located adjacent to the Threatened Ecological Community is not 
disturbed/impacted from the proposed clearing activities. 

 

City of Belmont has advised that the current offset conditions implemented on the clearing permit are suffiecient. The City had no 
further comments regarding the proposed amendment (City of Belmont, 2024).  

 

The remaining assessment against planning instruments and other matters is unchanged and can be found in the Decision Reports 
prepared for Clearing Permits CPS 5242/1 to CPS 5242/5. 
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5. Sources of information 

5.1. GIS databases 

Publicly available GIS Databases used (sourced from www.data.wa.gov.au): 

• 10 Metre Contours (DPIRD-073) 

• Aboriginal Heritage Places (DPLH-001) 

• Bush Forever Areas 2000 (DPLH-019) 

• Cadastre (LGATE-218) 

• Cadastre Address (LGATE-002) 

• CAWSA Part 2A Clearing Control Catchments (DWER-004) 

• Consanguineous Wetlands Suites (DBCA-020) 

• Contours (DPIRD-073) 

• DBCA – Lands of Interest (DBCA-012) 

• DBCA Legislated Lands and Waters (DBCA-011) 

• DBCA Statewide Vegetation Statistics 

• Directory of Important Wetlands in Australia – Western Australia (DBCA-045) 

• Environmentally Sensitive Areas (DWER-046) 

• Flood Risk (DPIRD-007) 

• Geomorphic Wetlands, Augusta to Walpole (DBCA-017) 

• Geomorphic Wetlands, Leeuwin Naturaliste Ridge and Donnybrook to Nannup - Unreviewed (DBCA-043) 

• Geomorphic Wetlands Manjimup to Northcliffe - Unreviewed (DBCA-044) 

• Geomorphic Wetlands, South West - Unreviewed (DBCA-040) 

• Geomorphic Wetlands, Swan Coastal Plain (DBCA-019) 

• Groundwater Salinity Statewide (DWER-026) 

• Hydrographic Catchments - Catchments (DWER-028) 

• Hydrographic Catchments - Divisions (DWER-029) 

• Hydrography, Linear (Hierarchy) (DWER-031)  

• Hydrological Zones of Western Australia (DPIRD-069) 

• IBRA Vegetation Statistics 

• Imagery 

• Local Planning Scheme – Zones and Reserves (DPLH-071) 

• Native Title (ILUA) (LGATE-067) 

• Offsets Register – Offsets (DWER-078) 

• Pre-European Vegetation Statistics (DPIRD-006) 

• Public Drinking Water Source Areas (DWER-033) 

• Ramsar Sites (DBCA-010) 

• Regional Parks (DBCA-026) 

• Remnant Vegetation, All Areas 

• RIWI Act, Groundwater Areas (DWER-034) 

• RIWI Act, Surface Water Areas and Irrigation Districts (DWER-037) 

• Soil Landscape Land Quality – Flood Risk (DPIRD-007) 

• Soil Landscape Land Quality – Phosphorus Export Risk (DPIRD-010) 

• Soil Landscape Land Quality – Subsurface Acidification Risk (DPIRD-011) 

• Soil Landscape Land Quality – Water Erosion Risk (DPIRD-013) 

• Soil Landscape Land Quality – Water Repellence Risk (DPIRD-014) 

• Soil Landscape Land Quality – Waterlogging Risk (DPIRD-015) 

• Soil Landscape Land Quality – Wind Erosion Risk (DPIRD-016) 

• Soil Landscape Mapping – Best Available (DPIRD-027) 

• Soil Landscape Mapping – Systems (DPIRD-064) 

• South Coast Significant Wetlands (DBCA-018) 

• Vegetation Complexes - Swan Coastal Plain (DBCA-046) 

• Vegetation Complexes - South West forest region of Western Australia (DBCA-047) 
 

Restricted GIS Databases used: 

• Conservation Covenants Western Australia (DPIRD-023) 

• Contaminated Sites Database - Restricted (DWER-073) 

• ICMS (Incident Complaints Management System) – Points and Polygons 

• Threatened Flora (TPFL) 

• Threatened Flora (WAHerb) 

• Threatened Fauna 

• Threatened Ecological Communities and Priority Ecological Communities 

• Threatened Ecological Communities and Priority Ecological Communities (Buffers) 
  

http://www.data.wa.gov.au/
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