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Clearing Permit Decision Report  
 

1. Application details   

1.1. Permit application details 
Permit application No.: 5255/3 
Permit type: Purpose Permit 

1.2. Applicant details 
Applicant's name: Hamersley Iron Pty Ltd 
Application received date: 02 February 2018 

1.3. Property details 
Property: Unallocated Crown land (PIN 1017624), Chichester 

Unallocated Crown land (PIN 1180830), Chichester 
Unallocated Crown land (PIN 1017626), Chichester 
Unallocated Crown land (PIN 1016569), Chichester 
Road Reserve (PIN 11732082), Chichester 
Lot 9 on Plan 47815, Chichester 
Lot 100 on Plan 47815, Chichester 
Lot 83 on Plan 238012, Chichester 
Lot 82 on Plan 220191, Chichester 
Lot 116 on Plan 220191, Chichester 
Lot 206 on Plan 221014, Chichester 
Lot 114 on Plan 220376, Nanutarra Mulga Downs 

Local Government Authority: ASHBURTON, SHIRE OF 

1.4. Application 
Clearing Area (ha) No. Trees Method of Clearing Purpose category: 
250  Mechanical Removal Geotechnical investigations 

1.5. Decision on application 
Decision on Permit Application: Grant 
18 20 April 2018 
Reasons for Decision: This application to amend CPS 5255/2 was received on 2 February 2018, requesting to 

extend the authorised clearing period until 15 March 2020.  
 
The amendment application has been assessed against the clearing principles, 
planning instruments and other matters in accordance with section 51O of the 
Environmental Protection Act 1986, and the Delegated Officer has concluded that 
assessment has not changed since the assessment for CPS 5255/2. 
 
The Delegated Officer determined to extend the permit’s duration until the 30 September 
2025, to allow sufficient time to undertake Revegetation and Rehabiliation, Vegetation 
management and weed management required under the Permit. 

2. Site Information 
 

Clearing Description Four Beard vegetation associations have been mapped within the application area 
including: 

 82: Hummock grasslands, low tree steppe; snappy gum over Triodia wiseana. 

 175: Short bunch grassland - savanna/grass plain (Pilbara). 

 644: Hummock grasslands, open low tree steppe; mulga & snakewood over soft 
spinifex & Triodia basedowii. 

 645: Hummock grasslands, shrub steppe; kanji & snakewood over soft spinifex & 
Triodia wiseana (Shepherd et al., 2001). 

Vegetation Description The application proposes to clear 250 hectares of native vegetation within a footprint area 
of 16,808 hectares. The clearing is for the purpose of geotechnical investigation and 
sterilization drilling for a proposed railway infrastructure project, servicing a new iron ore 
mine. 

Within the larger footprint area 49 vegetation sub-associations were identified, associated 
with three broad landscape categories: foothills, hill slopes and hill crests; plains and 
floodplains; and drainage lines, gullies and gorges (Biota, 2012). 
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Vegetation Condition Excellent: Vegetation structure intact; disturbance affecting individual species, weeds non-
aggressive (Keighery 1994) 

To 

Degraded: Structure severely disturbed; regeneration to good condition requires intensive 
management (Keighery, 1994) 

The description and condition of the vegetation under application were determined through 
a flora and vegetation survey conducted by Biota Environmental Sciences (Biota 
Environmental Services, 2012). 

3. Assessment of application against clearing principles 
Clearing Permit CPS 5255/2 has been amended to authorise clearing until 15 March 2020 and extend the permit duration to the 
30 September 2025. 
  
The assessment against the clearing principles has not changed and can be found in the Clearing Permit Decision Report 
CPS 5255/1 with subsequent information concerning principle (a) and (b) considered in Decision Report CPS 5255/2. 

Planning instruments and other relevant matters 

The assessment against planning and other matters has not changed and can be found in Clearing Permit Decision Report CPS 
5255/1. 
 
The application to amend was advertised on 26 March 2018 with a 14 day submission period. No public submissions have been 
received in relation to this application. 
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