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Clearing Permit Decision Report   

1. Application details   
1.1. Permit application details 

Permit application No.: 5843/3 
Permit type: Purpose Permit

1.2. Applicant details 
Proponent’s name: 
Application recived date: 

Jonathon James Dwyer 
3 June 2020 

Postal address: PROPONENT_ADDRESS 

1.3. Property details 
Property: LOT 7 ON PLAN 7148 
Local Government Authority: 
Locatities: 

Shire of Chittering 
Bindoon 

1.4. Application 
Clearing Area (ha) No. Trees Method of Clearing Purpose category:
7.2  Mechanical Removal Extractive Industry (gravel extraction) 

1.5. Decision on application 
Decision on Permit Application: Grant 
Decision Date: 3 November 2020
Reasons for decision: This clearing permit amendment gives effect to an application received from the Permit Holder 

of Clearing Permit CPS 5843/2 to extend the permit duration by five years. 

In undertaking their assessment, and in accordance with section 51O of the EP Act, the 
Delegated Officer has given consideration to the Clearing Principles in Schedule 5 of the EP 
Act, relevant planning instruments, and any other pertinent matters they deemed relevant to 
the assessment.  

In particular, the Delegated Officer took into account the following: 

 The implementation of suitable fauna management conditions is appropriate to 
mitigate potential impacts to black cockatoo species;  

 The implementation of management practices specified in an Excavation-
Rehabilitation Management Plan (Landform Research, 2012) and rehabilitation and 
revegetation conditions is appropriate to mitigate the impacts to land degradation;  

 The implementation of management practices specified in an Excavation-
Rehabilitation Management Plan (Landform Research, 2012) and dieback 
management conditions is appropriate to mititgate the impacts of weeds and dieback 
on adjacent vegetation. 

The Delegated Officer determined that the proposed clearing is unlikely to lead to any 
unacceptable risk to the environment and decided to extend the duration of the permit with 
avoidance and minimisation, dieback, weed, fauna management and revegetation conditions. 

2. Site Information 
Clearing description The clearing consists of 7.2 hectares of native vegetation within a 34.5 hectare footprint within 

Lot 7 on Plan 7148, Bindoon, for the purpose of gravel extraction (Figure 1). 

Vegetation Description A site inspection conducted by DER (2013) identified that vegetation within the application 
area consisted of large mature Corymbia calophylla (marri) and Eucalyptus wandoo 
(wandoo) with no native understorey species present. Acacia saligna was also revegetating 
in portions of the application area. 

This is consistent with the following vegetation complexes mapped within the application 
area: 

 Yalanbee Y6 (90 percent of application area): Woodland of Eucalyptus wandoo-Eucalyptus 
accedens, less consistently open forest of Eucalyptus marginata subsp. thalassica-
Corymbia calophylla on lateritic uplands and breakaway landscapes in arid and perarid 
zones; and 

 Bindoon  Bi (10 percent of application area): Woodland of Eucalyptus loxophleba on the 
slopes, flanked by woodlands of Eucalyptus wandoo-Eucalyptus accedens on the 
breakaways and upper slopes in the perarid zone (Mattiske et al 1998). 
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Vegetation condition DER (2013) identified vegetation within the application area to be Completely Degraded, 
described as no longer intact; completely/almost completely without native species (Keighery 
1994), due to the parkland cleared nature of the vegetation and lack of native understorey 
species. 

Soil type The following soil types are mapped within the application area: 

 253WnYA4 - Wundowie YA4 Phase (approximately 30.6 hectares): Very gentle to 
gentle upper slopes (<10%) and summits. Deep pisolitic gravelly clayey sands. Low 
woodland to woodland to with some shrubland with scattered trees. Dominated by E. 
marginata and some B. grandis; 

 253WnYA5 - Wundowie YA5 Phase (approximately 3.3 hectares): Very gentle to 
gentle hill slopes (<10%). Shallow pisolitic gravelly loams and clay loams over 
laterite. Mixed woodland and low woodland. Dominated by mixed E. wandoo, E. 
loxophylla associated with E. marginata and E. accedens; and 

 253Bn_1s - Bindoon 1s Phase (approximately 0.6 hectares):  Gentle to moderately 
crests and upper hillslopes. Light to fine textured, often shallow soils often with much 
coarse fraction. Eucalyptus marginata, calophylla, wandoo and accedens and some 
Allocasuarina huegeliana on rock. 

Local area description The local area considered in the assessment of this application is defined as a 10 kilometre 
radius measured from the perimeter of the application area.  

Comment The condition of the vegetation under application was determined via a site inspection 
undertaken by Department of Environment Regulation staff on the 21 November 2013 (DER, 
2013) and a flora assessment of the property during the development of an Excavation-
Rehabilitation Management Plan (Landform Research, 2012). 

 
Figure 1: Map of the application area. The areas cross-hatched yellow indicate the areas authorised to be cleared under the 
granted clearing permit. 

3. Assessment of application against clearing principles 
An assessment of the proposed clearing in regards to the clearing principles was undertaken for Clearing Permit 5843/1 
(DER, 2014a) and Clearing Permit 5843/2 (DER, 2014b). Since the time of these assessments, in additon to the presence 
of Carnaby’s black cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus latirostris) records previously identified, several red-tailed black cockatoo 
(Calyptorhynchus banksii naso) records, including a roost site approximately 9.2 kilometres from the application area, have 
also been recorded within the local area. The known range of red-tailed black cockatoos has also been updated recently to 
encompass the application area (DotEE, 2016). A Black cockatoo fauna survey report conducted in January 2014 to satisfy 
a condition of CPS 5843/2 recorded 84 trees within the application area of a suitable size to develop breeding hollows for 
black cockatoos (i.e. with a diameter at breast height of greater than 50 cm (Commonwealth of Australia, 2012)), one of 
which had a hollow with evidence of use, and two of which had hollows possibly suitable for use by black cockatoos (Kirkby, 
2014).  
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To reflect the above current information, fauna management conditions required for this permit have been modified from 
those in Clearing Permit CPS 5843/2. A fauna survey will still be required to be undertaken to identify black cockatoo habitat 
trees, however the condition now requires that all black cockatoo habitat trees with evidence of previous or current use by 
red-tailed black cockatoos or Carnaby’s black cockatoos are to be retained. A condition to avoid and minimise clearing of 
vegetation has also been required. 
 
Other than this, the assessment against the clearing principles matters has not changed and can be found in clearing permit 
decision report CPS 5843/1 (DER, 2014a).  

4. Minimisation and mitigation measures 
An excavation rehabilitation management plan (Landform Research, 2012) specifies the following mitigation actions will be 
undertaken during and after the proposed clearing to minimise impacts of clearing: 

 Weed and dieback management: 
o Maintain quarantine of the vegetation from quarry vehicles; 
o All vehicles and equipment to be used during land clearing or land reinstatement; 
o are to be clean and free from soil or plant material when arriving at site; 
o No plant, soil, weed, rubbish or other material will be brought onto the site apart from that used for 

rehbailitation; 
o Inspections will be conducted to monitor the presence and introduction of weeds; 
o Declared and significant environmental weeds will either be removed, buried or sprayed with herbicide; 

 Dust and erosion management: 
o Clearing and reinstating topsoil will be confined to the wetter months, where possible; 
o Completed sections of the quarry are to be progressively rehabilitated as soon as practicable. 

 Rehabilitation: 
o Replanting of clumps of local native tree species will be undertaken;  
o Topsoil will be stockpiled and reinstated; 
o Any rehabilitation materials will be weed and dieback free; and 
o In autumn the rehabilitated areas will be monitored and a spraying program implemented for the 

rehabilitated surface prior to additional seeding and planting. 
 
This adequately demonstrated that all reasonable efforts had been taken to avoid and minimise potential impacts of the 
clearing on environmental values. 

5. Planning and other matters 
The Shire of Chittering has advised that the applicant has applied to the Shire for an Extractive Industry License to conduct 
gravel extraction within the property (Shire of Chittering 2020). The applicant also holds a Development Approval for an 
extractive industry over the application area, which is due to expire in 2022 (Shire of Chittering 2020). The application area is 
zoned Agriculture Resource in the Shire of Chittering Local Planning Scheme No. 6. 
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