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Clearing Permit Decision Report 


1. Application details



1.1. Permit application details

Permit application No.:
66/1

Permit type:
Area Permit

1.2. Proponent details

Proponent’s name:
MR Robert Brodie Dewar Director Farmtech Management Pty Ltd

Postal address:
Gpo Box 2612 Perth WA 6001

1.3. Property details

Property:
Lot 4 on Plan 13763 

1.4. Application

Clearing Area (ha)
No. Trees
Method of Clearing
For the purpose of:

230

Mechanical Removal
Grazing & Pasture

2. Site information

2.1. Existing environment and information

2.1.1. Description of the native vegetation under application

Vegetation Description
Clearing Description
Vegetation Condition
Comment
Date
Assessing Officer

Contains 2 Beard vegetation units.  Bare areas and salt lakes; Low woodland: banksia on low sandhills, swamps in sales with tea-tree and paperbark. 
Area to be cleared includes parts of both vegetation units. 
Excellent: Vegetation structure intact; disturbance affecting individual species, weeds non-aggressive (Keighery 1994)
There is some distrubance of understory in areas close to the existing grazed areas, but toward the SW corner the understorey is in excellent condition.  Overstorey is intact.
01 October 2004
Trish Fleming








3. Assessment of application against clearing principles

(a)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises a high level of biological diversity.

Comments
Proposal is not at variance to this Principle




Insufficient information to allow assessment against this principle.



Methodology
CALM advice


Date: 29-Sep-04
Assessing officer:  Naomi Arrowsmith
TRIM /ref:  

(b) Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises the whole or a part of, or is necessary for the maintenance of, a significant habitat for fauna indigenous to Western Australia.

Comments
Proposal may be at variance to this Principle




The area to be cleared is possible habitat for 2 S1 (rare or likely to become extinct) fauna species, and one S4 (fauna which is otherwise specially protected) fauna species.



Methodology
CALM advice

CALM Threatened and Priority Fauna Database.


Date: 29-Sep-04
Assessing officer: Naomi Arrowsmith
TRIM /ref: 

(c)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if it includes, or is necessary for the continued existence of, significant flora.

Comments
Proposal may be at variance to this Principle




One specimen of threatened flora and 25 specimens of Priority flora have been collected in the local area.  May of the populations occur on the same vegetation types as that proposed to be cleared.



Methodology
CALM Threatened Flora Data Management System.

CALM advice.


Date: 29-Sep-04
Assessing officer: Naomi Arrowsmith
TRIM /ref: 

(d)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises the whole or a part of, or is necessary for the maintenance of a significant ecological community.

Comments
Proposal may be at variance to this Principle




Two known occurrences of State-listed Threatened Ecological Communities in the local area.  Field survey identified Declared Rare Flora normally allied to the TEC community type known to occur in the area.



Methodology
CALM advice.

CALM Threatened Ecological Community Database.


Date: 29-Sep-04
Assessing officer: Naomi Arrowsmith
TRIM /ref: 

(e)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if it is significant as a remnant of native vegetation in an area that has been extensively cleared.

Comments
Proposal is seriously at variance to this Principle




Remaining Beard vegetation type is less than the target threshold.  The State Government is committed to the National Objectives Targets for Biodiversity Conservation 2001-2005 which includes a target that prevent clearance of ecological communities with an extent below 30% of that present pre-1750 (Department of Natural Resources and Environment, 2002; EPA, 2000). 


Pre-European 
Current 
Remaining 
Conservation 
In reserves/CALM-


area (ha)
extent (ha)
%* 
status** 
managed land, %

IBRA Bioregion - 
Swan coastal plain
1,498,297
626,512
41.8
Depleted


Shire - Gingin
315,560
177,688
56.3
Least concern


Beard veg type - 1949
132,958
34,012
25.6
Vulnerable
24.4

* (Shepherd et al. 2001)

** (Department of Natural Resources and Environment 2002)



Methodology
Shepherd et al. (2001)


Date: 29-Sep-04
Assessing officer: Naomi Arrowsmith
TRIM /ref: 

(f)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if it is growing in, or in association with, an environment associated with a watercourse or wetland.

Comments
Proposal is seriously at variance to this Principle



A conservation category wetland exists on the site.  It is an environmentally sensitive area due to presence of wetland.  Also identified as a listed wetland in the Lakes EPP, and the draft Wetlands EPP 2004.



Methodology
GIS databases.


Date: 29-Sep-04
Assessing officer: Naomi Arrowsmith
TRIM /ref: 

(g)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to cause appreciable land degradation.

Comments
Proposal is at variance to this Principle



Proposed clearing is likely to cause appreciable on-site and off-site land degradation.  There is potential for land degradation in the form of waterlogging, inundation, salinity and eutrophication of wetlands.  Wind erosion on sandy soils is also liable to be a hazard.



Methodology
DAWA advice.


Date: 29-Sep-04
Assessing officer: Naomi Arrowsmith
TRIM /ref: 

(h)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to have an impact on the environmental values of any adjacent or nearby conservation area.

Comments
Proposal is at variance to this Principle




Moore River National Park and Moore River Nature Reserve are located less than 2km away.  Barletts Well Nature Reserve and Boonanaring Nature Reserve within 5.5km.  This native vegetation provides ecological links to these and other remnant vegetation in the area.



Methodology
CALM advice


Date: 29-Sep-04
Assessing officer: Naomi Arrowsmith
TRIM /ref: 

(i)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to cause deterioration in the quality of surface or underground water.

Comments
Proposal is at variance to this Principle




Clearing the native vegetation and changing the land use to pasture growth for grazing livestock will result in increased recharge and place the lower lying areas and welands at increased risk from waterlogging and inundation.  Where hardpans are encountered, the risk will be an increase in perched water.  Downstream impacts will be significant, including eutrophiction of the wetland and main drainage line shoudl fertilisers be applied to establish pasture.



Methodology
DAWA advice


Date: 29-Sep-04
Assessing officer: Naomi Arrowsmith
TRIM /ref: 

(j)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if clearing the vegetation is likely to cause, or exacerbate, the incidence of flooding.

Comments
Proposal is not at variance to this Principle




Some local increased flooding and inundation will occur due to increased recharge.



Methodology
DAWA and WRC advice


Date: 29-Sep-04
Assessing officer: Naomi Arrowsmith
TRIM /ref: 

4. Assessor’s recommendations

Purpose
Method
Applied 

area (ha)/ trees 
Decision

area (ha)/ trees 
Decision
Comment / recommendation

Grazing & Pasture
Mechanical Removal
230



Refuse
Proposal is at variance with a number of principles and therefore should be refused. 
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