
 

 

Our Ref: L12036 Email: john.halleen@rpsgroup.com.au 
  Date: 12 June 2015 
 

Department of Environment Regulation 
Native Vegetation Branch 
Locked Bag 33, Cloisters Square 
PERTH  WA  6850  
 
 

Dear Sir / Madam 

PURPOSE PERMIT CLEARING APPLICATION: ALKIMOS BEACH FORESHORE 
BEACH ACCESS PATHWAY – LOT 9022 ALKIMOS  

1. Context 

Alkimos Beach (formerly known as “South Alkimos”) is an approved master planned residential 
development located approximately 40 kilometres (km) north-west of Perth’s Central Business 
District within the City of Wanneroo (CoW) (Figure 1).  

Lend Lease has partnered with LandCorp to progress the first stage of Alkimos Beach to deliver 
over 2,400 dwellings for some 6,000 residents. The South Alkimos Local Structure Plan (LSP 72) 
was adopted by the CoW in 2012 and the Western Australian Planning Commission (WAPC) in 
2013, and development works have commenced with over 900 titled residential lots now 
released. 

Currently there are no formalised access pathways through the foreshore reserve to the beach 
for the Alkimos Beach local community. 

The Alkimos Beach foreshore is approximately 1.7 km in length and totals approximately 
42 hectares (ha) in area. The foreshore reserve is zoned “Parks and Recreation” in the 
Metropolitan Region Scheme (MRS) and is part of Bush Forever Site No. 397.  

The foreshore reserve is approximately 350 m to 500 m in width adjacent to the Alkimos Beach 
development. The WAPC in April 2015 approved a Development Application for the 
construction of a 3 m wide and approximately 500 m long access path to Alkimos Beach within 
the proposed clearing application area. LandCorp plans to formalise an access pathway at the 
earliest opportunity, to ensure current and future residents are provided with beach access for 
the 2015–2016 summer period. In this regard, the following implementation approach is 
contemplated: 

• The foreshore perimeter is to be fenced and an access path to be constructed as soon as 
possible, as a priority. Outside of the foreshore reserve area (i.e. in the “Urban” zoned 
land), road access and a temporary parking area will be provided. 

• After securely fencing the foreshore and provided a means of controlled access, remaining 
works and rehabilitation tasks will be undertaken within areas of the foreshore reserve.  
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Appropriately controlling beach access for local residents is an important tool in managing the 
environmental values of the foreshore reserve in reducing the likelihood of residents/visitors 
gaining access to the beach in an uncontrolled manner. 

This report has been prepared to support the clearing of 1.98 ha of foreshore vegetation 
(Figure 2A).  

The following documents have been provided in support of this application: 

• Purpose Permit Application Form  

• clearing area figures – enclosed 

• payment form 

• Certificate of Title – enclosed 

• Surf Life Saving Western Australia path design requirement letter – enclosed 

• Minister for the Environment Statement No. 722 – enclosed 

• WAPC approved Development Application for the beach access path – enclosed 

The following figures has been prepared to support the purpose permit clearing application 

• site location 

• beach access path location 

• beach access path and approved Alkimos Beach Local Structure Plan 

• MRS Amendment and Bush Forever zoning 

• vegetation community and condition mapping in the proposed access path 

• topography 

• revegetation, foreshore and conservation areas. 

2. Clearing Application Summary 

The 1.98 ha area proposed for clearing consists largely of: 

• previously impacted areas from former sheep farming 

• undulating foreshore dune vegetation. 

The access path is approximately 600 m in length. The path alignment utilises an approximately 
6 m wide four-wheel drive track for an approximate 150 m length portion of the alignment. 
However to ensure an efficient pedestrian access to the beach approximately 450 m of the path 
is through foreshore vegetation.  

A summary of the clearing proposal is provided below in Table 1. 
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Table 1: Clearing Proposal Summary 

Location Lot 9022 (Deposited Plan 403757) Gouldian Circuit Alkimos Figure 1 
Area Total 1.98 ha  

• 0.26 ha beach access track  
• 1.72 ha access track batters  

Figure 2A and 
2B 

Timing Clearing will occur in a single phase across a 1 to 2 month period Figure 2A and 
2B 

Clearing Method Mechanically remove native vegetation   
Purpose of 
Clearing 

To facilitate a safe beach access path for the local Alkimos Beach 
community and visitors 

 

Vegetation 
Proposed to be 
Cleared 

Melaleuca systena/Lomandra maritima Low Open Heath, Acacia 
rostellifera/Acacia saligna Open Shrubland, Acacia rostellifera 
Heath and cleared areas 

Figure 4 

 

3. Description of Proposal 

The installation of the beach access path within the foreshore (which is a zoned “Bush Forever” 
and “Parks and Recreation”) will involve the following: 

• construction and maintenance of a beach access path road from a temporary car park to the 
Alkimos beach  

• clearing and mulching of vegetation 

• undertaking dust and noise management measures during construction 

• installing fences along the path and the foreshore boundary and closing four-wheel drive 
tracks.  

The access path design has been undertaken in consultation with the City of Wanneroo and 
Surf Life Saving Western Australia (SLSWA), specifically in regards to the path width 
requirements to allow for lifesaving and emergency vehicle access. Enclosed is a letter from 
SLSWA in regards to the beach access design parameters.  

4. Approved Development Application 

The WAPC approved a Development Application to construct an access path through the 
“Parks and Recreation” Reserve and Bush Forever site in April 2015. 

The WAPC determined the application in accordance with Part IV Division 1 Clause 29(1)(a)(i) 
of the MRS, (e.g. it is to be determined by the WAPC because it is in reserved land). Further, 
the WAPC in considering the application had due regard to the Environmental Conditions 
relating to the MRS Amendment No. 1029/33 (Alkimos Eglinton) in Schedule 1 of MRS. 

This clearing application has incorporated a turning area for emergency and SLSWA vehicles at 
the western edged of the foreshore vegetation. 

5. Purpose and Scope 

The letter addresses the environmental impacts of the following components of the proposal: 
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• construction of a beach access path through the foreshore reserve – a dedicated “Parks and 
Recreation” Reserve and Bush Forever site.  

6. Alkimos Beach Historical Environmental Assessment and Planning Context 

Regional planning for Alkimos–Eglinton region substantially commenced in the 1990s led by the 
major landowners, LandCorp and Eglinton Estates. The early district level planning identified the 
final location of the Alkimos Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) and issues such as the 
protection of regionally significant environmental values needed to be investigated and resolved. 
The location of the Alkimos WWTP was the catalyst for the development of Alkimos-Eglinton 
District Structure Plan (AEDSP) and the initiating of the Alkimos–Eglinton Metropolitan Region 
Scheme (MRS) Amendment, which proposes a number of significant changes to the location, and 
area set aside for major land uses.  

Alkimos Eglinton MRS Amendment  

The AEDSP defined the land use and environmental management against the zonings proposed 
in the MRS Amendment. The AEDSP for Alkimos–Eglinton region outlined the following land 
uses: 

• approximately 22,300 residential dwellings 

• two town centres and two to three associated rail stations 

• three coastal nodes and a possible marina 

• a wastewater treatment plant and a groundwater treatment plant 

• nine primary schools, two high schools and two private schools 

• a surf lifesaving club. 

Amendment 1029/33 to the MRS was referred to the Environmental Protection Authority 
(EPA) by the WAPC in December 2000. The EPA decided that Amendment 1029/33 should be 
formally assessed in accordance with Part IV of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act) 
because the proposed land use changes may have potentially significant impacts on a number of 
environmental factors. The EPA assessment was inclusive of the Alkimos Beach foreshore area. 

The EPA assessed a range of relevant environmental factors during the Environmental Review of 
MRS Amendment 1029/33 including: 

• vegetation and flora  

• fauna (including black cockatoos) 

• odour (wastewater treatment plant) (deferred factor) 

• geoheritage 

• Aboriginal heritage (deferred factor) 

• risk (groundwater treatment plant). 
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EPA Assessment of MRS Amendment 1029/33 and Key Outcomes  

The EPA’s assessment of Amendment 1029/33 was based on a consideration of the AEDSP 
(2003) and the environmental values across the entire Alkimos–Eglinton 2,660 ha site.  

In its assessment, the EPA identified specific areas of “regional environmental significance”, as 
outlined in Bulletin 1207 (EPA 2005). The natural attributes of that contributed to meeting the 
EPA criteria for being “regionally environmentally significant” are listed below: 

• representation of ecological communities 

– intact vegetated parabolic Quindalup Dunes 

– representative area of natural vegetation in “Very Good” to “Good” condition of the 
Quindalup Vegetation Complex 

• diversity 

– a highly diverse area with respect to diversity of Quindalup Dunes, upland vegetation 
units and habitat 

• rarity 

– location for three significant flora taxa including populations of Eucalyptus 
gomphocephala (tuart) mallee 

– location for five bird species listed in Bush Forever as conservation significant species 
on the Swan Coastal Plain 

• maintaining ecological processes and natural systems 

– part of a regional ecological linkage: Yanchep National Park to the coast (east to west) 

• general criteria for the protection of wetlands. 

The areas identified as being of “regional environmental significance” by the EPA were 
subsequently reserved for “Parks and Recreation” and “Public Purposes” in the MRS. The total 
area reserved for “conservation” purposes in the MRS occupies approximately 500 ha or 20% 
of the entire Alkimos–Eglinton site.  

In Ministerial Statement No. 722, the Minister for the Environment formally established the 
conservation areas and key environmental management conditions for the Alkimos-Eglinton 
MRS Amendment.  

The Minister for Environment’s Statement No. 722 is enclosed.  

7. Alkimos Beach Foreshore and Proposed Beach Access Path  

Environmental Assessment  

The environmental issues associated with the construction of the site access road from Romeo 
Road and the relocation of sand stockpiled on Lot 9002 site include the following: 

• removal of flora, vegetation and fauna habitat 
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• noise and dust from earth-moving machinery. 

Desktop and Field Investigation 

RPS conducted a site visit in May 2015. The results of this investigation can be summarised as 
follows: 

• The foreshore Quindalup dune terrain is steeply undulating. To accommodate a permanent 
beach access path, and to minimise the impacts from erosion and the topography along the 
alignment will require some local recontouring / battering.  

• There are multiple informal four-wheel drive tracks traversing the foreshore reserve. 

• Heddle vegetation complex Quindalup dune. There is approximately 61% (or 30,129 ha) of 
Quindalup dune vegetation remaining.   

• 500 ha of native vegetation has been retained in the Alkimos-Eglinton region in either “Parks 
or Recreation” or “Public Purposes” Reserves. 

• According to vegetation mapping (Figure 4), the vegetation types currently located in the 
proposed fill areas are predominantly Melaleuca systena/Lomandra maritima Low Open 
Heath, Acacia rostellifera/Acacia saligna Open Shrubland, Acacia rostellifera Heath and cleared 
areas. These vegetation associations are typical of the foreshore reserve. According to ATA 
Environmental (2005), no significant flora species have been recorded in the proposed fill 
areas.   

• The condition of the vegetation in the fill areas ranges from “Good” to “Very Good” to 
“Excellent”. A portion of the proposed access path has previously been cleared (historically 
used for sheep grazing). 

• The closest Threatened Ecological Community (TEC) is located over 3 km south-east of the 
proposed access path alignment. This TEC is described as Melaleuca huegelii – Melaleuca 
acerosa shrubland on limestone ridges” (endangered).  

• There are several conservation significant species recorded within 10 km of Alkimos Beach 
foreshore reserve including Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo, chuditch and brush-tailed bettong. 
RPS notes the preferred habitats for these significant species includes (DEC 2012) 

– Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo prefer jarrah and marri woodlands and forest heathland 
and woodlands dominated by Banksia sp, Hakea sp and Grevillea sp.  

– Chuditch prefer jarrah forest, mallee shrublands and heaths. 

– Brush-tailed bettong prefers open forest and woodland with a low understorey of 
tussock grass. 

• Given the vegetation community present within the proposed access path alignment, it is 
not likely the foreshore would provide significant habitat for these species. 

• There are no wetlands within the proposed path alignment. 

• As shown in Figures 2A and 2B, approximately 150 m of the access path traverses land 
which is zoned for “Urban” purposes.   
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Plate A: Four-wheel Drive Track within the Foreshore Reserve 

 

Plate B: Historical Area Once Used for Sheep Grazing  
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Plate C: Steep Coastal Dune Topography  

8. Key Environmental Outcomes  

The MRS Amendment, the AEDSP, and the Alkimos Beach LSP design involved substantial 
consultation with the community and key authorities including: 

• EPA 

• WAPC 

• Department of Planning 

• City of Wanneroo 

• Department of Parks and Wildlife. 

The key environmental outcome as a result of the consultation and approvals process is 
outlined below.  

Conservation Public Open Space (POS)  

An east to west ecological linkage within the “Urban” zoned portion of the Alkimos Beach 
development has been reserved in the LSP as “Conservation POS”.  

The Conservation POS areas is 5.93 ha in size and provides a strategic linkage between the 
foreshore reserve (Bush Forever Site No. 397) and the area zoned as “Public Purposes” (for the 
purpose of “Conservation”) in the MRS located in the Alkimos Wastewater Treatment Plant 
(WWTP) buffer (Figure 2B).  
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The Conservation POS will be managed (with areas rehabilitated) in accordance with an 
approved Conservation Area Management Plan (CAMP). 

Foreshore Management Plan 

Ministerial Statement No. 722 requires, as the foreshore reserve is both reserved for “Parks 
and Recreation” and forms part of a wider ecological linkage, an Environmental Management 
Plan to be prepared to support subdivision and development. The foreshore reserve at Alkimos 
Beach is reserved for “Parks and Recreation” under the MRS and forms an ecological linkage, 
and therefore, the above conditions apply to the site. 

The management plan is to be prepared to the satisfaction of the WAPC / the City of 
Wanneroo. 

A Foreshore Management Plan has been drafted to satisfy the conditions for an Environmental 
Management Plan and will be assessed by the WAPC and the City of Wanneroo. 

Foreshore Revegetation Program 

The Foreshore Management Plan defines 1.38 ha to be revegetated using local provenance 
native species. The revegetation includes areas impacted from four-wheel drive vehicles i.e. 
informal access tracks. A seed bank has been established for Alkimos Beach, and there are 
significant quantities of local provenance seed available of a wide range of species for use in the 
revegetation program. Where seed is not available of desired species, seed and seedlings will be 
sourced from the nearest available provenance. 

The revegetation areas will be monitored biannually (includes weed monitoring) each spring and 
autumn, for a five-year period. 

Foreshore Reserve 

The Alkimos Beach foreshore reserve (Lot 9022) is 41.2 ha in area and is currently in 
ownership of LandCorp. It is proposed, once the community assets within the foreshore 
reserve are approved and constructed (e.g. access paths, car parks) the foreshore reserve will 
be transferred to the state with management vested to the City of Wanneroo.  

9. Proposed Management Measures 

This section provides detailed environmental management measures for the clearing and 
stabilisation of the proposed access paths as well as protection measures for the adjacent 
foreshore reserve.  

Access Management, Fencing and Signage 

Before site works commence, the access path alignment will be surveyed and flagged (that will 
remain in place for the duration of construction works on the site)  

The Alkimos-Eglinton area is currently uninhabited; however, the site is used by fishermen and 
for off-road vehicle use. Signs will be erected at all entry points to the site to discourage 
unauthorised access, as follows: 

 

CONSTRUCTION SITE 
NO UNAUTHORISED ACCESS 
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Vegetation and Clearing 

No clearing or disturbance is to occur outside of the proposed access path clearing area.  

The following methodology will be implemented in the clearing of vegetation within the 
designated area: 

• The contractor shall identify and flag the access path alignment.  

• Clearing activities will only occur within the clearly identified limits of clearing.  

• Cleared vegetation will be used where practical for brushing or mulch, to assist in the 
revegetation program or erosion control.  

Dieback 

There is no evidence of dieback disease, caused by the soil-borne fungus Phytophthora cinnamomi 
within the Alkimos Beach site. Dieback is not common in coastal sand environments, 
particularly Quindalup and Spearwood sands which occur within Alkimos–Eglinton.  

To prevent dieback from being introduced to the site through the earthmoving activities 
associated with the filling of the proposed areas, all contractors will be advised that all 
machinery that enters the site will be required to be clean and dieback free. 

Other 

Rubbish generated from construction activities on site will be disposed of at an approved refuse 
disposal site.  

10. Conclusion  

I trust the above information meets your requirements in regards to the Alkimos Beach project 
and site context, and to facilitate the assessment of the clearing application. If you require any 
further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 
Yours sincerely 
RPS 
 
 
 
 
 
JOHN HALLEEN 
Technical Director 

 
enc: Figures 

SLSWA letter 
Ministerial Statement  
Certificate of Title 
WAPC Development Application Approval 
Purpose Permit Application Form   
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Revegetation Areas, Foreshore and CAMP Areas
°

0 90 180 270 36045
m

LEGEND
Foreshore Reserve (41.93 ha)
Alkimos Beach LSP Boundary
Beach Access Track
Conservation Area Management Boundary (5.93 ha)
South Alkimos FMP Revegetation Zone (1.38 ha)



5

10

15

20

25

30

35

20

15

25

10

10

15

20

5

15

20

20

10

20

5

5

15

15

15

15

10

20

10

5

15

15

15

5

10

20

20

38 Station Street, Subiaco | T +61 8 92111111 | F +61 8 92111122 | www.rpsgroup.com.au

Job Number: L12036
Doc Number : AT-006
Date: 09.06.15
Scale: 1:2,500 @ A3
Drafted by: RA
Source: Orthophoto - Landgate, 2013

Figure 6

Topography
°

0 40 80 120 16020
m

LEGEND
Contour (mAHD)
Beach Access Track
Foreshore Reserve





















LANDGATE COPY OF ORIGINAL NOT TO SCALE

www.landgate.wa.gov.au

JOB  47964395Tue Jun 9 12:27:04 2015



LANDGATE COPY OF ORIGINAL NOT TO SCALE

www.landgate.wa.gov.au

JOB  47964395Tue Jun 9 12:27:04 2015












	PURPOSE PERMIT CLEARING APPLICATION: ALKIMOS BEACH FORESHORE BEACH ACCESS PATHWAY – LOT 9022 ALKIMOS
	1. Context
	2. Clearing Application Summary
	3. Description of Proposal
	4. Approved Development Application
	5. Purpose and Scope
	6. Alkimos Beach Historical Environmental Assessment and Planning Context
	Alkimos Eglinton MRS Amendment
	EPA Assessment of MRS Amendment 1029/33 and Key Outcomes

	7. Alkimos Beach Foreshore and Proposed Beach Access Path
	Environmental Assessment
	Desktop and Field Investigation

	8. Key Environmental Outcomes
	Conservation Public Open Space (POS)
	Foreshore Management Plan
	Foreshore Revegetation Program
	Foreshore Reserve

	9. Proposed Management Measures
	Access Management, Fencing and Signage
	Vegetation and Clearing
	Dieback
	Other

	10. Conclusion




