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Clearing Permit Decision Report 


1. Application details



1.1. Permit application details

Permit application No.:
73/1

Permit type:
Area Permit

1.2. Proponent details

Proponent’s name:
Kevin & Julie-Ann Wallinger

Postal address:
Box 76 Jerramungup WA 6337

Contacts:
Phone: 
98354047

1.3. Property details

Property:
Lot 1571 on Plan 208444 

1.4. Application

Clearing Area (ha)
No. Trees
Method of Clearing
For the purpose of:

58

Burning
Grazing & Pasture

29

Burning
Cropping

2. Site information

2.1. Existing environment and information

2.1.1. Description of the native vegetation under application

Vegetation Description
Clearing Description
Vegetation Condition
Comment
Date
Assessing Officer

Beard Vegetation association No 47, shrublands, tallerack, mallee heath, 35.8% remaining
As per Beard Assoc No 47
Excellent: Vegetation structure intact; disturbance affecting individual species, weeds non-aggressive (Keighery 1994)
Vegetation description confirmed by Department of Agriculture (Nadine Schiller) after site visit 6 July 2004. 
29 September 2004
Melanie Price















3. Assessment of application against Clearing Principles

(a)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises a high level of biological diversity.

Comments
Proposal is not at variance to this Principle




Adequate information is not available to make an assessment against this Principle.



Methodology



Date: 13-Jul-04
Assessing officer:  Steve Janicke
TRIM /ref:  

(b) Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises the whole or a part of, or is necessary for the maintenance of, a significant habitat for fauna indigenous to Western Australia.

Comments
Proposal is at variance to this Principle




There is a medium probability of the proposed clearing to be at variance with Principle.  The habitat is likely to be used by extant S1 species (known records of Heath Mouse, Malleefowl and Chuditch in the local area - 10 km radius) due to proximity to the adjacent Lake Magenta Nature Reserve.



Methodology
Department of Conservation and Land Management (2004).


Date: 13-Jul-04
Assessing officer: Steve Janicke
TRIM /ref: AD10

(c)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if it includes, or is necessary for the continued existence of, significant flora.

Comments
Proposal is not at variance to this Principle




There is insufficient information available to provide full assessment on this Principle.  Based on information from CALM's databases there is a low likelihood of Declared Rare and/or Priority flora occurring within the area proposed to be cleared.  However, given the size and the geographical location of the proposed clearing, a flora survey is desirable.  CALM considers that the best method to determine what flora might be impacted by this proposed clearing, and specifically flora species specially protected by the Wildlife Conservation Act occur in the area under notice, is through a flora survey undertaken at the appropriate times of the year.



Methodology
Department of Conservation and Land Management (2004).


Date: 13-Jul-04
Assessing officer: Steve Janicke
TRIM /ref: AD10

(d)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises the whole or a part of, or is necessary for the maintenance of a significant ecological community.

Comments
Proposal is not at variance to this Principle




There appears to be a low probability of the proposed clearing to be at variance with Principle (d), based on the available data.



Methodology
Department of Conservation and Land Management (2004)


Date: 13-Jul-04
Assessing officer: Steve Janicke
TRIM /ref: AD10

(e)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if it is significant as a remnant of native vegetation in an area that has been extensively cleared.

Comments
Proposal is at variance to this Principle




With the exception of Lake Magenta Nature Reserve, the rural areas surrounding the area under notice has been highly cleared.

The area proposed to be cleared is within the Intensive Agricultural Zone.  The EPA have stated that they do not support vegetation clearing for agricultural purposes within this zone (EPA 2000).


Pre-European 
Current 
Remaining 
Conservation 
% in reserves/CALM-


area (ha)
extent (ha)
%* 
status** 
managed land

IBRA Bioregion - W Mallee
7,404,398
4,081,089
55.1%
Least concern


Shire - Jerramungup
657,594
287,902
43.81%
Depleted 


Beard veg type - 47
1,272,406
455,429
35.8%
Depleted 
54.0

* (Shepherd et al. 2001) ** (Department of Natural Resources and Environment 2002)



Methodology
Assessed using GIS data.  Shepherd et al. (2001).  EPA (2000).


Date: 13-Jul-04
Assessing officer: Melanie Price
TRIM /ref: 

(f)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if it is growing in, or in association with, an environment associated with a watercourse or wetland.

Comments
Proposal is not at variance to this Principle




The area lies in a low relief landscape, with poor connectivity to creeks to the north and south.



Methodology
GIS assessment of watercourse locations and topography


Date: 13-Jul-04
Assessing officer: Steve Janicke
TRIM /ref: 

(g)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to cause appreciable land degradation.

Comments
Proposal is seriously at variance to this Principle



Advice from AgWA Jerramungup (2004) and the Commissioner for Soil and Land Conservation (2004) suggests that the area is prone to salinisation and could create downstream land degradation.



Methodology
Advice from AgWA, Jerramungup, (2004) and Commissioner for Soil and Land Conservation (2004)


Date: 13-Jul-04
Assessing officer: Steve Janicke
TRIM /ref: 

(h)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to have an impact on the environmental values of any adjacent or nearby conservation area.

Comments
Proposal is at variance to this Principle




The area proposed to be cleared abuts the southern boundary of the Lake Magenta Nature Reserve (Reserve 25113).  There appears to be a medium probability of the proposed clearing to be at variance with Principle (h). The areas proposed to be cleared forms an important buffer and outlier to the Lake Magenta Nature Reserve.



Methodology
Confirmed using GIS Data and advice from Department of Conservation and Land Management (2004)


Date: 13-Jul-04
Assessing officer: Melanie Price
TRIM /ref: AD10

(i)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to cause deterioration in the quality of surface or underground water.

Comments
Proposal is seriously at variance to this Principle



The conclusion of the Commissioner of Soil and Land Conservation is that, 'further clearing and its associated high rate of groundwater recharge in the catchment is liable to cause an incremental salinity impact. Therefore, I conclude that the proposed clearing of approximately 109 Ha of native vegetation on Kent 1571 is likely to cause appreciable off site land degradation in the medium to long term'.



Methodology
Based on assessment by officer of the Department of Agriculture which was done in accordance with their methodology under the former NOIC process. This was considered applicable to this proposal (Department of Agriculture, 2004)


Date: 31-Aug-04
Assessing officer: Steve Janicke
TRIM /ref: SC 1410

(j)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if clearing the vegetation is likely to cause, or exacerbate, the incidence of flooding.

Comments
Proposal is not at variance to this Principle




Given the low relief of the area and the highly cleared catchment, the contribution of the clearing to any exacerbation of flooding is not likely to be a significant issue.



Methodology
Information based on characteristics of land subject to clearing application


Date: 13-Jul-04
Assessing officer: Steve Janicke
TRIM /ref: 

4. Assessor’s recommendations

Purpose
Method
Applied 

area (ha)/ trees 
Decision

area (ha)/ trees 
Decision
Comment / recommendation

Cropping
Burning
29



Refuse


Grazing & Pasture
Burning
58



Refuse
That the permit be refused on the basis that it is seriously at variance with Principles (g) and (i), at variance with Principles (b), (e), (h).  In particular:

- the area is prone to salinisation and could create downstream land degradation

- the area abuts Lake Magenta Nature Reserve and forms an important buffer

- there is a medium probability that the area under notice would be a significant habitat for S1 fauna species

- this area is within the EPA’s Position Statement No 2
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