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Clearing Permit Decision Report 


1. Application details



1.1. Permit application details

Permit application No.:
74/1

Permit type:
Area Permit

1.2. Proponent details

Proponent’s name:
MR Luigi & Albina Cordisco

Postal address:
93 Brisbane St Perth WA 6000

Contacts:
Phone: 
92278077


Fax: 



E-mail: 


1.3. Property details

Property:
Lot 17 on Plan 8480 (House No. 41 Knight Gnangara 6065)

Local Government Area:
City of Wanneroo

1.4. Application

Clearing Area (ha)
No. Trees
Method of Clearing
For the purpose of:

4

Mechanical Removal
Horticulture

2. Site Information

2.1. Existing environment and information

2.1.1. Description of the native vegetation under application

Vegetation Description
Clearing Description
Vegetation Condition
Comment

Beard veg type - 1949 low woodland; banksia on low sandhills, swamps and swales with teetree and paperbark.

Heddle veg type - Bassendean Complex North/Transition - low open forest and low woodland of Banksia species, E. todtiana on a series of sand dunes. 
Vegetation to be cleared is Banksia low open woodland with a dense shrub layer.  The dominant species is Banksia with patches of E. todtiana.  
Very Good: Vegetation structure altered; obvious signs of disturbance (Keighery 1994)
Banksia low open woodland with a dense shrub layer.  The dominant species is Banksia with patches of E. todtiana.  The vegetation is in very good condition with good numbers of understorey species and minimal weed numbers (site visit report). 

3. Assessment of application against clearing principles

(a)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises a high level of biological diversity.

Comments
Proposal may be at variance to this Principle


No information was provided or available to enable an assessment against this Principle (CALM 2004).



Methodology


(b) Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises the whole or a part of, or is necessary for the maintenance of, a significant habitat for fauna indigenous to Western Australia.

Comments
Proposal may be at variance to this Principle


CALM identify a medium probability of the proposed clearing to be at variance with this Principle.  There are a high number of specially protected and priority fauna found in the area, strongly indicating a need for a fauna survey.  

Additionally, clearing this area will significantly diminish the connection between the remnants to the north and south (CALM 2004).



Methodology
CALM 2004; CALM Threatened and Priority Fauna Database.

(c)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if it includes, or is necessary for the continued existence of, significant flora.

Comments
Proposal may be at variance to this Principle


CALM identifies that there is a medium probability of the proposed clearing to be at variance with Principle (c).  Two populations of Declared Rare Flora are known from the local area (10km radius) in addition to records of one Priority 1, four Priority 2, nine Priority 3 and five Priority 4 species.  CALM advises that a flora survey, undertaken at the appropriate time of the year, is required to determine if Caladenia huegelii is present on the property and, if so, the possible impact the clearing will have on this species.



Methodology
CALM 2004; CALM Threatened Flora Data Management System; CALM Herbarium Specimen Collection Database.

(d)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises the whole or a part of, or is necessary for the maintenance of a significant ecological community.

Comments
Proposal is at variance to this Principle


There is a high probability of the proposed clearing to be at variance with Principle (d) (CALM 2004).  There is a high likelihood of community type 20a occurring at the site given the proximity of 12 other occurrences nearby.  CALM advises that a survey be undertaken at the appropriate time of year to search for community type 20a.



Methodology
CALM Threatened Ecological Community Database.

(e)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if it is significant as a remnant of native vegetation in an area that has been extensively cleared.

Comments
Proposal is not at variance to this Principle


The Bioregion and Shire have been cleared fairly extensively, with 41.8% and 57.6% of the pre-European extent of native vegetation remaining respectively (Shepherd et al. 2001).  These values are above the 30% benchmark target (Department of Natural Resources and Environment, 2002; EPA, 2000).  The Beard vegetation type (1949) has been extensively cleared with only 25.6% of the pre-European extent of native vegetation remaining.  However, the more fine-scale Heddle mapping indicates that the vegetation type for the area under application (Bassendean Complex North/Transition) is still well-represented with 92.3% of the pre-European extent remaining.


Pre-European 
Current 
Remaining 
Conservation 
Reserves/CALM-


area (ha)
extent (ha)
%*
status**
managed land, % veg

IBRA Bioregion - 

  Swan Coastal Plain
1,498,297***
626,512
41.8
Depleted


Shire - City of Waneroo   
78,809
45,361
57.6
Least concern


Beard veg type - 1949 
132,958
34,012
25.6
Vulnerable
24.4

Heddle veg type - 

     Bassendean Complex 

     North/Transition 
17,675
16,308
92.3
Least concern
62.7

* (Shepherd et al. 2001)

** (Department of Natural Resources and Environment 2002)

*** Area within the Intensive Landuse Zone



Methodology
Shepherd et al. 2001; Heddle et al. 1980

(f)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if it is growing in, or in association with, an environment associated with a watercourse or wetland.

Comments
Proposal is not at variance to this Principle


The property is not located on a watercourse or wetlands.

East of the property: The property is located between two Environmental Protection (Gnangara Mound Crown Land) Policy (EPP) Areas (360m and 600m).  The southern EPP Area (360m away) is also a Bush Forever site (193 - Gnangara Lake and adjacent bushland).

West of the property: The area under application is 60m from an area of mapped Multiple Use Dampland (which has been cleared) and 300m from a Resource Enhancement Dampland.



Methodology
GIS databases: EPP Lakes, Wetlands and Areas, Hydrography and rivers databases.

(g)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to cause appreciable land degradation.

Comments
Proposal may be at variance to this Principle


The site has a moderate to low risk of acid sulphate soils (ASS) occurring at a depth of >3m; no risk of occurrence <3m from soil surface.  However the area is somewhat marginal and a 1m change in the watertable shifts the area from moderate to high.  

If the proponent intends to carry out any excavations associated with the proposed land use, this issue could become important.  Additionally, horticulture will leave the soil exposed between crops, which will increase the risk of ASS.

Department of Agriculture (DAWA) report indicates potential for increased waterlogging down slope of the site, eutrophication, and wind erosion to occur following clearing.  However they note that there are numerous market gardens in the area and that these issues could be managed to minimise the problems. 



Methodology
Acid Sulphate Soil risk map (GIS) - Swan Coastal Plain; DAWA advice.

(h)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to have an impact on the environmental values of any adjacent or nearby conservation area.

Comments
Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle


The proposed clearing of 4 ha of native vegetation will not significantly affect the surrounding CALM managed lands (CALM 2004).



Methodology
CALM 2004

(i)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to cause deterioration in the quality of surface or underground water.

Comments
Proposal is at variance to this Principle


The property is located in a Priority 2 Water Protection Area (Mirrabooka Groundwater Area) and horticulture is not compatible with this zoning.  The previous owners were refused a water licence and it is not likely that the new owners will be granted a licence.



Methodology
Water Licencing, Department of Environment.

(j)
Native vegetation should not be cleared if clearing the vegetation is likely to cause, or exacerbate, the incidence of flooding.

Comments
Proposal is not at variance to this Principle


Scale of clearing is unlikely to have a noticeable effect on flood peaks and/or duration.



Methodology


(k)
Planning instrument or other matter.

Comments
No comment made

Methodology


4. Assessor’s recommendations

The recommendations of the Department of Environment to the CEO of the Department should be made consistent with the outcomes of the assessment by each of the agencies.  Any conditions on the approval should also be outlined.  These may be developed in consultation with such other agencies as required.

Purpose
Method
Applied 

area (ha)/ trees 
Decision
Comment / recommendation

Horticulture
Mechanical Removal
4

Refuse
The proposal is at variance with Principle (d).  The proposal may also be at variance with Principles (b) and (c); a flora survey and fauna habitat site analysis would be required.

There is also a reasonable risk that the proposal is at variance with Principle (g) due to the risk of Acid Sulphate Soils, which will be exacerbated by horticultural production.

Finally, the proposal is at variance with Principle (i) and application for a ground-water license is unlikely to be successful.
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