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Clearing Permit Decision Report  
 

1. Application details   

1.1. Permit application details 
Permit application No.: 7910/1 

Permit type: Area Permit 

1.2. Applicant details 
Applicant's name: Shire of Dandaragan 

Application received date: 8 December 2017 

1.3. Property details 
Property: LOT 323 ON PLAN 55939, JURIEN BAY 
Local Government Authority: DANDARAGAN, SHIRE OF 
Localities: JURIEN BAY 

1.4. Application 
Clearing Area (ha) No. Trees Method of Clearing Purpose category: 

0.5 
 

Mechanical Removal Road construction or upgrades 

1.5. Decision on application 
Decision on Permit Application: Grant 

Decision Date: 27 April 2018 

Reasons for Decision: The clearing permit application was received on 8 December 2017 and has been assessed 
against the clearing principles, planning instruments and other matters in accordance with 
section 51O of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act). It has been concluded that 
the proposed clearing may be at variance to principles (a), (h) and (g), and is not likely to 
be at variance to the remaining principles.  
 
The Delegated Officer determined that the proposed clearing may impact on priority flora 
species, and may impact on nearby Beekeepers Nature Reserve and adjacent vegetation 
through the introduction or spread of weeds and dieback, and may cause land degradation 
in the form of wind erosion. In determining to grant a clearing permit with dieback and weed 
mitigation conditions, the Delegated Officer determined that the proposed clearing is 
unlikely to lead to any unacceptable risk to the environment. 

2. Site Information 

Clearing 
Description: 

The application for the proposed clearing of 0.5 hectares of native vegetation along a 25 metre wide by 200 
metre long corridor within Lot 323 on Plan 55939, Jurien Bay, is for the purpose of road re-alignment. Specifically, 
the proposed clearing is within a corridor of approximately 25 metres wide and 200 metres long to facilitate the 
re-alignment of an existing access track to the Sandy Cape campground for safety reasons. 
 

Vegetation 
Description: 

The vegetation within the application area is mapped as Beard vegetation association 1026, which is described 
as mosaic: shrublands; Acacia rostellifera (Summer-scented Wattle), Acacia cyclops (Coastal Wattle) (in the 
south) and Melaleuca cardiophylla (Tangling Melaleuca) (in the north) thicket / shrublands; Acacia lasiocarpa 
(Panjang) and Melaleuca systena (Coastal Honeymyrtle) heath (Shepherd et al., 2001). 
 

Vegetation 
Condition: 

Very Good: Vegetation structure altered; obvious signs of disturbance (Keighery, 1994). 
To 
Degraded: Structure severely disturbed; regeneration to Good condition requires intensive management 
(Keighery, 1994). 
 
Aerial imagery indicates that approximately 0.25 hectares of the vegetation in the southern portion of the 
application area is in Very Good (Keighery, 1994) condition, and that approximately 0.25 hectares of the 
vegetation in the northern portion of the application area is in Degraded (Keighery, 1994) condition. 
 

Soil/Landform 
type: 

The application area is mapped as calcareous deep sands and shallow calcareous sands over calcrete (DPIRD, 
2017). 
 
Available datasets indicate that approximately 70 per cent of the application area contains deep, poor calcareous 
sands and that approximately 30 of the application area contains shallow, poor calcareous sands. 
 

Comments: The local area considered in the assessment of the application is described as a 10 kilometre radius measured 
from the application area. The local area retains approximately 70 per cent native vegetation cover. 
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Figure 1: Application area (blue-hatched area) 

 

3. Assessment of application against clearing principles 

As outlined in Section 2, the vegetation within the application area is comprised of mixed coastal scrub and/or coastal heath of 
Melaleuca sp. and associated species with a mosaic of tall shrubland of Acacia sp. and associated species (Shepherd et al., 
2001).  
 
According to available databases, five Priority 2, eight Priority 3 and six Priority 4 listed flora species have been recorded within 
the local area. No priority listed flora species have been recorded within the application area. Noting the preferred habitats of these 
species, including soil and vegetation types, the majority of these species are unlikely to occur within the application area. 
Notwithstanding, noting the proximity of records, the similarity in habitat preferences, and the mapped soil and vegetation types 
within the application area, the application area may contain suitable habitat for the following species: 

• Beyeria cinerea subsp. cinerea (Priority 3) is known from a total of 50 records from Geraldton to Mandurah, and is typically 
associated with sandy or sandy loam soils on limestone or dunes (FloraBase website). The nearest record of this species is 
approximately 330 metres from the application area. 

• Stylidium maritimum (Priority 3) is known from a total of 41 records from Jurien Bay to Preston Point, and is typically associated 
with sandy or sandy loam soils on limestone or dunes (FloraBase website). The nearest record of this species is approximately 
540 metres from the application area. 

• Thryptomene sp. Lancelin (Priority 3) is known from a total of 28 records from Jurien Bay to Lancelin, and is typically 
associated with sandy or sandy loam soils on limestone or dunes (FloraBase website). The nearest record of this species is 
approximately 2.37 kilometres from the application area. 

• Grevillea olivacea (Priority 4) is known from a total of 31 records from Geraldton to Woodman Point, typically associated with 
white and grey sands, sand over limestone and road verges (FloraBase website). The nearest record of this species is 
approximately 3.49 kilometres from the application area. 
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Priority 3 and Priority 4 flora species occur over a wide geographical area and are known from several populations, some within 
conservation reserves, and so their conservation status is not considered to be under any immediate threat (Jones, 2015). Noting 
this, and the number of records and the distribution of the above listed species, the proposed clearing is not likely to impact the 
conservation status of these species should any individuals occur within the application area. 
 
According to available databases, no rare flora have been recorded within the local area. No rare flora species have been recorded 
within the application area. Noting this, the survey effort in the local area recording priority flora, and the extent of the proposed 
clearing, the application area is unlikely to include, or be necessary for the continued existence of, rare flora. 
 
According to available databases, five threatened, one Priority 3 and one Priority 4 fauna species, and 10 fauna species protected 
under an international agreement, have been recorded within the local area (DBCA, 2007-). Two threatened fauna species and 
the 10 fauna species protected under an international agreement are largely associated with marine and/or aquatic environments, 
which do not occur within the application area. The application area is not likely to contain suitable habitat for the two priority fauna 
species. Notwithstanding, the application area may contain suitable habitat for the following species: 

• Jurien Bay Skink (Liopholis pulchra subsp. longicauda); 

• Ghost Bat (Macroderma gigas); and 

• Lancelin Island Ctenotus (Ctenotus lancelini). 
 
The Jurien Bay Skink inhabits islands off Jurien Bay, and the Ghost Bat inhabits limestone caves. The Lancelin Island Skink 
Recovery Plan states that populations of the Lancelin Island Skink are known from Lancelin Island and the adjacent mainland, 
associated with shrubland with introduced annual grasses on sand dunes, swales and limestone outcrops (Pearson and Jones, 
2000). Noting the habitat preferences of these species, and the mapped vegetation type and absence of limestone caves within 
the application area, the application area is unlikely to contain suitable habitat for these species. 
 
The application area is also mapped as a potential feeding area for the threatened species Carnaby’s Cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus 
latirostris). Black cockatoos have a preference for foraging habitat that includes jarrah and marri woodlands and forest heathland 
and woodland dominated by proteaceous plant species such as Banksia spp., Hakea spp. and Grevillea spp. (Commonwealth of 
Australia, 2012). Noting the mapped vegetation type within the application area, the extent of the proposed clearing, and the extent 
of remnant vegetation cover in the local area, the application area is unlikely to comprise significant habitat for this species. 
 
Noting the extent and linear shape of the proposed clearing, and that the dominant mapped vegetation type within the application 
area is well represented within the local area, the proposed clearing is not likely to impact on significant habitat for fauna species 
indigenous to Western Australia.    
 
According to available databases, no threatened ecological communities (TEC) or priority ecological communities (PEC) occur 
within the local area. The nearest occurrence of an ecological community of conservation significance is the ‘Banksia dominated 
woodlands of the Swan Coastal Plain IBRA region’, located approximately 11 kilometres east of the application area. This 
ecological community is listed as a ‘Priority 3(iii)’ PEC by the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, and as an 
‘Endangered’ TEC under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. Noting this, and the mapped 
vegetation type within the application area, the application area is unlikely to comprise the whole or a part of, or be necessary for 
the maintenance of a TEC. 
 
The national objectives and targets for biodiversity conservation in Australia has a target to prevent clearance of ecological 
communities with an extent below 30 per cent of that present pre-1750, below which species loss appears to accelerate 
exponentially at an ecosystem level (Commonwealth of Australia, 2001). The application area is located within the Swan Coastal 
Plain Interim Biogeographic Regionalisation of Australia bioregion, which retains approximately 38.5 per cent of the pre-European 
vegetation extent, and the mapped Beard vegetation association 1026 retains approximately 93.8 per cent of its pre-European 
vegetation extent within the Swan Coastal Plain bioregion (Government of Western Australia, 2018). As outlined under Section 2, 
the local area retains approximately 70 per cent native vegetation cover. On this basis, and noting the extent and linear shape of 
the proposed clearing, the application area is unlikely to be significant as a remnant in an area that has been extensively cleared. 
 
According to available databases, the nearest conservation areas are Beekeepers Nature Reserve located approximately 10 
metres from the application area, and Jurien Bay Marine Park located approximately 1.2 kilometres north-west of the application 
area. The application area is separated from Beekeepers Nature Reserve by remnant vegetation and the existing road, and from 
the Jurien Bay Marine Park by dunes and remnant vegetation. Noting the proximity to Beekeepers Nature Reserve, the proposed 
clearing may impact on the environmental values of this conservation area, and adjacent remnant vegetation, through the spread 
of weeds and dieback. Weed and dieback management practices will help to address this risk. 
 
According to available databases, there are no watercourses or wetlands within the application area. The closest is a palusplain 
wetland located up to two kilometres east of the application area, an east of the mining activities. The proposed clearing will not 
impact this wetland.  
 
Noting the soil type within the application area, the small size of the application area, and the absence of wetlands and 
watercourses within the application area, the proposed clearing is not likely to cause a deterioration in the quality of surface or 
underground water, and is not likely to cause or exacerbate the incidence or intensity of flooding. 
 
As outlined under Section 2, the chief soil type within the application area is calcareous sands (DPIRD, 2017). This soil type has 
a high risk of water and wind erosion if left exposed, particularly if subject to strong prevailing winds. The application area is 
partially protected by a dune system to the west affording some protection from the prevailing coastal winds. However, the 
proposed clearing may cause land degradation in the form of soil erosion, however noting the extent of the proposed clearing this 
impact is expected to be minimal. The applicant advised that the risk of soil erosion during construction (including during the 
proposed clearing) will be managed through the spraying of water (Shire of Dandaragan, 2018b). 
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Given the above, the proposed clearing may be at variance to principle (g), and is not likely to be at variance to the remaining 
principles. 

Planning instruments and other relevant matters. 

Lot 323 on Deposited Plan 55939 (part reserve 19206) reserved for the purposes of “Parkland, Recreation and the letting of 
cottages” and is managed by the Shire of Dandaragan.  
 
The application area is not a gazetted road reserve but has historically provided access to the Sandy Cape campground and 
nearby mining tenements (from which lime, sand and gypsum are extracted by private contractors). The realignment of the road, 
creating a gradual bend and removing an existing elbow, is for road safety reasons. Rehabilitation of the section of by-passed 
road is proposed (Shire of Dandaragan, 2018a). 
 
Given the wind and water erosion risks posed by the calcareous sands onsite, The applicant advised that the risk of soil erosion 
post-construction will be managed through rehabilitation, and that natural vegetation will be allowed to regrow with an expectation 
that vegetation cover is expected to return within one month during the winter months (Shire of Dandaragan, 2018b).  
 
The Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage (DPLH) have advised the applicant that the ”…current purpose of the reserve 
being ‘Recreation, Parkland…’ does not preclude the road construction and re-alignment as it would be considered ancillary to the 
reserve purpose, i.e. providing public access, access for emergency services etc.  As discussed the re-alignment of the existing 
road for safety reasons would be beneficial to this. The current reserve situation can be maintained but the Shire may also wish 
to consider the excision of the road from the reserve and creation/dedication in the future.” (DPLH, 2018). 
 
No Aboriginal sites of significance have been mapped within the application area. 
 
The clearing permit application was advertised on the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation website on 6 February 
2018 with a 21 day submission period. One public submission was received in relation to this application. The submission raised 
a number of concerns in relation to the proposed clearing, including justification for the proposed clearing from a safety perspective, 
demonstration of how the proposed clearing has been avoided and/or minimised, potential impacts to 19 species of rare or priority 
listed flora and three species of threatened or priority listed fauna, and the road realignment design (Submission, 2018). These 
matters have been considered through the assessment and addressed in this report. The submission also made comment 
concerning matters including alternative road configuration designs, installation of road safety barriers, signage, and reducing 
speed limits (Submission, 2018). These matters are beyond the scope of the assessment of clearing impacts and have not been 
addressed. 
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