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Clearing Permit Decision Report  

1. Application details and outcome 
 

1.1. Permit application details 
 

Permit number: CPS 8357/2 

Permit type: Purpose permit 

Applicant name: Shire of Victoria Plains 

Purpose of clearing: Road widening and upgrades 

Property: Mogumber Road West road reserve (PINs 11673201, 11673199, 11673200, 
11673198) 

Calingiri-New Norcia road reserve (PINs 11501331, 11501322, 11501334, 11453185, 

11453187, 11501328, 11501324, 11501327, 11721792) 

Lot 9001 on Deposited Plain 43363 

Lot 3962 on Deposited Plan 173619 

Railway Reserve (PIN 1052969) 

Railway Reserve (PIN 569692) 

Bindi Bindi – Toodyay Road reserve (PINs 11478636, 11478637) 

Location (LGA area/s): Shire of Victoria Plains 

1.2. Description of clearing activities 
The vegetation proposed to be cleared is distributed across four separate areas within Mogumber West Rd Reserve, 
Calingiri-New Norcia Road reserve and Calingiri – New Norcia Road reserve and Bindi- Bindi-Toodyay Road reserve 
intersection (intersection realignment) for the purpose of road upgrade. The size of the areas and amount of clearing 
proposed was increased by 0.48 ha during assessment within the Calingiri intersection realignment area. 

1.3. Decision on application and key considerations 
 

Decision: Granted 

Decision date: 17 November 2022  

Decision area: 2.46 hectares (ha) of native vegetation  

1.4. Reasons for decision 
On 7 April 2021, the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (DWER) determined to grant Clearing 
Permit CPS 8357/1 to clear up to 2.46 hectares of native vegetation for the purpose of road widening and upgrades 
within various road reserves within the Shire of Victoria Plains.  
 
One appeal was lodged against the decision to grant a clearing permit with conditions, covering five grounds of 
appeal. 
 
This clearing permit amendment gives effect to the Minister for Environment (Minister) determination to allow the 
appeal in part (Appeal number: 016 of 2021). The Minister has requested DWER to amend the permit to clear with 
the following changes: 

(1) amend condition 9 (offset revegetation) to: 
 include key species from the Eucalypt Woodlands of the Western Australian Wheatbelt Threatened 

Ecological Community (TEC) in either or both the revegetation or infill planting area to counterbalance 
the removal of 0.16 ha of the TEC 
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 include wandoo and the banksia species in either or both the revegetation or infill planting area to 
counterbalance the removal of 24 mature wandoo trees and 0.08 ha of banksia shrubland which are 
Carnaby's cockatoo foraging habitat 

 make clear that, unless otherwise agreed by the CEO, propagating material for Eucalyptus sargentii 
subsp. onesis should be sourced from the individual of this species within the clearing footprint 

(2) amend condition 10 (fencing) to define ‘fence’ to mean a fence of a suitable standard to exclude stock (sheep, 
cattle etc). 

(3) amend the following dates in the permit to: 
 duration of permit – replace ‘30 April 2031’ with ‘31 October 2032’ 
 condition 4 – replace ‘30 April 2026’ with ‘31 October 2027’ 
 conditions 8, 9 and 10 – replace ‘30 April 2022’ with ‘31 October 2023’ 

 
The Delegated Office had taken the above into consideration and decided to grant an amended clearing permit in 
accordance with the Minister’s determination. 

2. Assessment of application 
 

2.1. Assessment 

This amendment is the result of an appeal determination made by the Minister for Environment regarding the 
conditions of Clearing Permit CPS 8357/1. As a result of the appeal determination, the assessment against the 
clearing principles has changed from the Clearing Permit Decision Report CPS 8357/1 with the addition of Principles 
(b) and (d) being at variance (Office of the Appeals Convenor, 2022).  

The Department found the clearing to be at variance with clearing principles (a), (e) and (f) during assessment of 
CPS 8357/1. The Minister agreed with this conclusion but also found that because the clearing includes part of the 
Eucalypt Woodlands TEC (0.16 hectares), it is at variance to clearing principle (d), which provides that native 
vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises the whole or a part of, or is necessary for the maintenance of, a TEC 
listed under State or Commonwealth legislation. 
 
The clearing also comprises vegetation that is of foraging value to Carnaby’s cockatoo (24 Wandoo trees and 0.08 
hectares of Banksia shrubland) and is within the known range of the species. The Minister therefore found that the 
proposal is at variance to clearing principle (b), which provides that native vegetation should not be cleared if it 
comprises the whole or a part of, or is necessary for the maintenance of, a significant habitat for fauna. 
 
The Minister considered the decision to grant the permit was justified. However, allowed the appeal, in part, by 
requiring the significant residual impacts to the Eucalypt Woodlands TEC and Carnaby’s cockatoo foraging habitat 
to be counterbalanced. This will be through the existing proposed offset site on Old Plains Road being amended to 
require those values to be reflected in revegetation at that site.  
 
The Minister also requested that the fencing condition be amended to ensure the fence be of a standard suitable to 
exclude stock as it was not clear from the existing condition the intent of the fencing.  
 
The assessment against the remaining clearing principles and planning and other matters have not changed from 
the Clearing Permit Decision Report for CPS 8357/1 (DWER, 2022). 
 

Appendix A - References  
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