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1 Executive Summary  
This  has been 
undertaken in accordance with the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) Technical Guidance, 
Terrestrial Flora and Vegetation Surveys for Environmental Impact Assessment in Western Australia 
(2016)  to fulfil condition 8(a) of CPS 8400/1 Clearing Permit, as administered by Department of Water 
and Environmental Regulations (DWER). This involved conducting a Targeted Flora Survey specifically 
for determining any impact to Leucopogon sp. Cascade (P1) inside a proposed road realignment along 
Neds Corner Rd, designed to avoid impact to a known population of L. sp. Cascade discovered during 
the flora survey for CPS 8400/1.  

2 Introduction 
The Shire of Esperance endeavors to maintain a high level of road safety, being proactive in identifying 
high risk roads and progressively upgrading them. The Shire of Esperance manages the largest road 
network of any local government in Western Australia, encompassing a total of 4 593 km of road. The 
Shire of Esperance has been granted a clearing permit, CPS 8400/1 Neds Corner Rd reconstruction, 
from South Coast Highway to Yerritup Rd , due to the narrow nature of the existing road resulting in 
dangerous conditions that  meet modern safety requirements.  
 
New populations of Leucopogon sp. Cascade, a priority one species that is poorly known, was 
discovered during the 2019 flora survey for the clearing permit application. To avoid impact to any 
plants present in intact vegetation, an exclusion zone was proposed with an accompanying road 
realignment on the opposite side of the road. These new re-alignment areas had not been surveyed in 
September 2019. Approval for the clearing permit was granted, with condition 8(a) that prior to 
undertaking any clearing within the area cross-hatched green on Plans 8400/1cm 8400/1e and 8400/1g 
(Appendix 7.1; Appendix 7.2), the Permit Holder shall engage a botanist to conduct a targeted flora 
survey for the presence of threatened flora and priority flora in accordance with the Environmental 
Protection Authority s Technical Guidance  Flora and Vegetation Surveys for Environmental Impact 
Assessment (December 2016) . This report summarises the results of the targeted flora survey.  
 
Further information on the site and project can be found in the previously submitted Vegetation, Flora, 
Fauna and Environmental Considerations Report for CPS 8400/1 Neds Corner Road widening, South 
Coast Hwy to Yerritup Rd  and Targeted Flora Report for CPS 8400/1 Neds Corner Road widening, 
South Coast Hwy to Yerritup Rd .  
 
Neds Corner Rd, extending from South Coast Hwy to Yerritup Rd, is located approximately 77 km north-
north-west of Esperance town-site, and 31 km south of Cascade town-site (Figure 1). It is a major 
connection between the Cascade town-site and the main highway connecting Esperance to other regional 
centers. 
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Figure 1. Location of CPS 8400/1, Neds Corner Rd widening, from South Coast Hwy to Yerritup Rd. 

3 Methodology  

Western Australia (2016) . This was conducted on 04/11/20 by Katie White, the Shire s Environmental 
Officer and Sophie Willsher, Field Assistant. The known and confirmed populations were visited prior to 
commencing the survey of the realignment areas for botanists to re-familiarise themselves with key 
taxonomic and identifier markers. The realignment areas highlighted by the green shaded areas in the 
CPS 8400/1 approval were then thoroughly searched by foot. All new plants found were counted and 
mapped using a Panasonic FS-G1 Toughpad with the program ROAM. No formal collection of 
specimen occurred or was sent to the WA Herbarium due to the close proximity of the originally found 
specimens demonstrating was a single population. No informal collections occurred under Katie White s 
Regulation 61, Biodiversity Conservation Regulations 2018 Licence for Flora Taking, FT61000029 or 
Sophie Willsher s, FB62000278. A threatened and priority reporting form (TPFL) was submitted to 
Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) s Esperance Flora Officer, Emma 
Massenbauer and the Species and Communities branch on 09/11/20.  

4 Results and discussion  

4.1 CPS 8400/1c population  
Located at three km north of South Coast Hwy, no additional plants were discovered in the proposed 
realigned area. It is proposed that clearing will continue inside the proposed realignment inside the 
western area of the road reserve, to avoid impacting the two plants growing on the eastern side of the 

04/11/20 by Katie White, the Shire
Officer and Sophie Willsher, Field Assistant. 
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road.  
 

4.2 CPS 8400/1e population  
CPS 8400/1e map depicts the road realignment inside the western area of the road reserve at 2.4 km 
north of South Coast Hwy, implemented to create an exclusion zone that avoids impacting a single 
plant in the previous road design. The targeted flora survey discovered 5 additional plants of 
Leucopogon sp. Cascade on the western road reserve. Of these, three were present within the 
proposed realignment area.  
 

 
Figure 2. Location of Leucopogon sp. Cascade along Neds Corner Rd, as depicted in map CPS 
8400/1e 

4.3 CPS 8400/1g population  
CPS 8400/1g map depicts the road realignment into the eastern road reserve at 1.7 km north of South 
Coast Hwy. A population of five plants L. sp. Cascade were present on the western road reserve, with 
two plants located inside the current road active footprint. The road realignment was proposed to avoid 
impacting the other three plants, and implemented an exclusion zone. However, during the targeted 
flora survey, a single plant 
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was found inside the proposed realignment area.  
 

 
Figure 3. Figure 2. Location of Leucopogon sp. Cascade along Neds Corner Rd, as depicted in map 
CPS 8400/1g.  

5 Discussion 
Unfortunately due to the extremely narrow nature of Neds Corner Rd, the steep batters currently 
present and it s position as a heavy haulage route during harvest, a minimum of 28 m is required to 
complete the road reconstruction and increase safety levels to meet modern safety requirements. 
Therefore, in it is proposed that widening continue at 28 m using the design with the least amount of 
impact to conservation.  
 
This involves continuing with the proposed realignment at CPS 8400/1c map with no impact to any 
Leucopogon sp. Cascade plants occurring at all. However, at CPS 8400/1g there was one plant present 
within the proposed realignment. This is still less than the possible three plants that would be cleared in 
the western road reserve without the realignment. Lastly, at CPS 8400/1e map population, three 
additional plants would be taken if the road realignment was implemented, opposed to the single plant if 
continued on current alignment (and an exclusion zone not implemented). It s proposed therefore that 
the clearing permit area be amended to allow for an additional plant be taken at CPS 8400/1g and 
remove the exclusion zone that creates the road realignment for CPS 8400/1e.   
 
To summarise, the impact of the proposed CPS 8400/1 Neds Corner Rd Reconstruction, from South 
Coast Hwy to Yerritup, project, six L. sp. Cascade plants will be cleared out of a total of 13 plants 
across the entire area. This includes the two L. sp. Cascade plants already present within the existing 
road footprint.  
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7 Appendix 

7.1 Approved clearing permit CPS 8400/1 covering the Neds Corner Rd reconstruction, 
from South Coast Hwy to Yerritup Rd project.  
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7.2 Maps associated with condition 8(a) in CPS 8400/1 
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