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 Depariment of Environment Clearing Permit Declsion Report

Cverinent of Weskern Austratia

1.4, Permit application de

ifls

ta

Permit application No.: g5

Farmit type: “Area Permit

1.2. Proponent details o o o _ e
Proponent’s name: A Ssott Hambley, Archifectacting onibehaifof Baptistcars /i

1.3. Property details
Property:

Local Government Area:
Colioguial name:

1.4. Application
Clearing Araz {ha) No. Trees Method of Clearing For the purpose of:
G613 Mechanical Removal Buitding or Structure

2. Site Information

2.4. Existing environment and information
2.1.1. Description of the native vegelation under appifcalion

Vegetation Descripiion Clearing Description VYegetation Condition  Comment
Heddle Vegstation Vegetation under Degraded: Structure Vegetation clearing description basad on a site inspaction
complex: application is classified as severely disturbed; conducted 22/07/2006, and information obiained from

Eucalyptus catophyilz very  regenaration to good Syrinx Environmental Pty Lid (2005).
. open woodland over exctic  condition requires
- Guildford Complex: A species. The two areas intensive management
rmixture of open forest to under application ara {Keighery 1994)

tall open forest of E. located adjacen! to an
calophytia - E. wandoo - E, existing car park and

marginata and woodland of ey ant disposai field.

. wandoo {with rare These greas are

QCCUITERCas olf L. lane- considered to be within

pccEei}. Mmog camponeants compietely degraded to

”;d“de E. rudis - M. degraded condition, being

rhaphiophyfia. neavily influenced by
invasive weeds.

Beard Vegetation
Association:

- 889: Medium woodiand;
I

Comments Proposal is not likely to he at variance o this Principie
The area under application is within Brickwood Resarve, a remnant recagnised for its environmental values,
being classified as Bush Forever Site 321 (Government of Western Australia, 2000) and listed on the Register
of the National Estate, CALM (2005 advice provided for another clearing proposal within Lot 108 Turner Road,
highlighted that Declared Rare and Priority Flora taxa have baen recorded in close proximity 1o the applied
area, as weil as Threatened Ecological Community 3a. Collectively a high level of biodiversity is therefore likely
10 ocour at this Lot

Despite this the area under application is coneidered to be within a completely degraded to degraded condition,
being located on the edge of an existing effluent disposal field, and subject to highly invasive exotic species,
Based on the degraded nature of ihe areas under application this propoesal is not likely to be at variance with
this Principle.

Methodology  CALM (2005)
Government of VWestem Austraila (2000}
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Comments Propesal & not lkely o be gt varianee to this Principle
A site inspection Undertaken by the Dapartment of nvironment on 12/07/20068 identified that the majority of
vegetation within the applied ares was in a completely degraded to degraded condition, and imited to areas
directly adjacant fo existing cleared areas and firebreaks. The inspection did not identify any areas of
vagetation withir the applicd area which would provide habitat not well represented in the adjacent good o
excellent conditicn vegetation. The proposal is therefore not likely to be at variance to this Principle.

Wethodology  Site inspection (12/07/2006)

_ "egetaiﬁon shou
...-._.rare' OFa;

Comments Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principie
Comments proviced by the Department of Conservation and Land Management (CALM, 2005} in relation o
another clearing application within Lot 108 Tumer Road identified numerous Declared Rare and Priority species
potentially present within Brickwood Reserve, proiected under both the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 and the
Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1898,

An appropriately timed vegetation survey undertaken by Syrinx Environmental Pty Lid (2005) in early October
2005 dicd not locale any Declared Rare Flora or Priority Flora species within the area under application. The
proposed vegetation clearing is therefora not likely to be at variance fo this principle.

Methodology  CALM (2005)
Syrink Environmental Pty Lid {2005)

‘maintenance of '-a'?'threatened eceioglcal commumty.'

Comments Proposal may be at variance to this Principle
Advice provided by CALM (20G5) in relation to another clearing application within Lot 108 Turnar Road
identified that there are seven occurrences of Threaiened Ecological Communities {TEC) within a 5 kilemetre
radius of the notified area. Two of these TEC are listed as yEndangeredy under the Commonwealth
Environment Protection and Bipdiversity Conservation Act 1898, and are listed below:

Type 3a Fucalyptus calophylia - Kingla ausiralis woodlands on heavy soil {Critically Endangered, listed as
'‘Endangered’ under the EPRC Act 1298},

Type 3c Eucalyptus calophylia - Xanthorthoea preissil shrublands and woadlands (Crifically Endangered / listed
as 'Endangered’ under the EPBC Act 199%)

A Floristic Community Type survey conducied by Syrinx Erwironmental Pty Ltd (2005) in early October 2005
identified vegetation adizcent to the proposed area as TEC 3a. This TEC is separated from the ares under
application by a firebreak, and is not likely o be direcily impacied through the proposed clearing. Syrinx
Environmearial Pty Lid (2005} identified that invasive weeds present within the site are likely to pose an on-
going threat to the TEC's viability. The proposed clearing however will reduces the already limited buffer
distance io the TEC, and thus may be at variance fo this principle.

Methodology  CALM (2005}
Syring Environmental Pty Lid (2005}

‘that-has been extensweiy ciaamd S

Commenis Propesal is not Hikely to be at variancs to this Principle
Heddie et af {1980) defines the vegetalion under application as Guildford Complex. This has a representation of
5.0% and is classified as 2 mixture of open forest o tall open forest of £, calophyila - &. wandoo - E marginata and
woadiand of £, wandoo {(with rare occurrences of E. lane-poolei}.

Vegetation under application is also classified as vegetation association 999 (Shepherd ef al. 2001}, This
association has a representation of 11.8% of the pre- European extent, and is described as Medium Woodiand;
Marri (Shepherd et al, 2007}

The State Government is commitied to the National Objectives Targeis for Biodiversity Conservation which
includes & farget that prevenis clearance of ecological communities with an extent below 30% of that present pre-
1750 (Department of Naturat Resources and Environment, 2002; ERA, 2000).
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YWhils these representation figwes ars pelow the recormmendad 30% farget, the vegstation on site 6 recognised 28
betng Righly modifiad, in a completely degraded o degraded condition, and sublact 1o invasive weed species. The
vegetation proposed o be deared & thersfore considersd unlikely 1o be representiative of this vegetation comples.

Fre-European Current Femaining  Consen/ation Y i
reserves/CALM-

ares {ha} axtent tha) % status™™ managed iand
IBRA Bioregion 1.520.235 857 450 43%* Bepieted
Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale 90 478 53,008 58.6%" Least Concarn
Beard vegetation association
- 89585 275,380 32 451 11 .8%"* Vulnerable 8150
Heddle vegetation complex
- Guildford Complex Q2. AGT 4 662 £ 0% ™ Endangered 0.2%
* (Shepherd et al 2001}
HERPA 2003)

**(Department of Naiural Resources and Environment 2002)

Methodology  Department of Natural Resources and Envirsnment (2002)
EPA (2000)
EPA (2003)
Heddls et al (198C)
JANIS (1697)
Shepherd {2001)

{_f}' Natwe :egeiatlan shouid not be cleared if i
o associated with a watercourse or wetiand

Comments Proposal may be at variance to this Principle
The area under application is categorised as a Resource Enhancement Wetiand (REW). Wetlands in this
category are ypartially modified but still support substantial ecological attributes and functionsy and are priority
wetlands for protection, being recognised under objective one of the Wellands Conservation Folicy for Western
Australia as valuable {Government of Western Australia, 1997, Water and Rivers Cammission 2001).

Syrinx Environmental Ply Lid (2005) assessed the wetland boundary, and concluded that despile the degraded
condition of vegetalion, the arca proposed for deveiopment is within an arca hydrologically connected fo the
wetland. K is therefore considered that the clearing of native vegetation may be at variance to this principle.

Methodotogy  Government of Western Australia (1987)
Water and Rivers Commission (2001)
Syrimx Environmental Pty Lid (2005)
(318 Database;
- Geomarphic Weflands - Swan Coastal Plain - DOE 15/00/04

fandg .-degmdatmn.

Comments Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principle
Salinity Risk Mapping of the applied area identifies a low risk of salinity accurring within these areas, and Acid
Sulphate Soil mapping identifies the applied area as having a Class 2 Risk of ASS or PASS occourring. This risk
level is defined as having 2 moderate (o low risk of ASS or PASS; generally at greater than 3 melres depth.

Given the small area and degraded nature of vegetation under application, the proposed clearing considered
unlikely to be at variance to this Principle.

Methodology (IS Databases:
- Salinity Risk LM 25m - DOLA, 01
- Acid Sulphate Sod risk map‘ SCP - DOE 01/02/04

the environmental vaiues of any ad;acent ornea rby conservation area..

Comments Proposal may be at variance to this Principie
Brickwood Reserve has been identified as an area containing significant natural values, and as such is
recognised through both listing within Bush Forever as site 321 (Government of Western Australia, 2000), and
through the Register of the National Estate (Place ID: 18533}, The Brickwood Reserve contains substantial
area of Pinjarra Plain and Ridge Hill Shelf landforms, containing rare plant communities. it also includes the
most extensive area of rare marr open woodiand with scattered Kingia in the metropalitan region, compiex

Page 3




wetland mosaics, and rare commurity of Eucalyphus lane-pooiell woodland,

The benchmark of 15% vegetation representalion in conservation areas (JANIS Forest Criteria, 1597) has not
nean met for sither the Guildford Complex or Vegetation Association 888, which have current representations of
0.2% and 8.1% respectively. Wih such a fow level of this vegetation complex in secure reserve, &l vagetalion
of this fype shouwld be maintained.

Syriny Environmentat Pty Lid (2005) iderdifies the vegstation under application as being within 2 completely
degraded conditlon, and extensively infested with exctic species that are impacting negatively on the
environmental values of the surrounding TEC and wetland vegetation. Despite the relatively small ares and
degraded nature of the vegetation under application, the proposal may be at variance o this principle, due to
the reduction in the size of this significant remnant.

Methodelegy  Government of Western Australia (2000)
JANIS Forest Criteria (1987)
Syrinx Environmental Py Ltd (2005}

() Native vegetation should not be cleared if the cl
< the quality of surface orunderground water:

Comments Proposal is hot iikely to be at variance to this Principie
The proposal is not expected to impact on groundwater tables. Vegetation within the applied area is considerad
o be within a completely degraded state, with a maderately disturbed oversiorey and a severely weed infested
understorey. Based on the condition of the vegetation, previous clearing activities, and the limited area which is
required for clearing, impacts on groundwater / surface water quality are not considered likely from the clearing
of vegetation.

Methodology  Site inspection (12/07/2006)

() Native vegetation should not be cleared if clearing th
s rincidence orintensity of flooding.:

Comments Proposal is not likely to be at variance to this Principie
Adthough the clearing of vegetation may increase water infiltration to the groundwater fable, the scale and
amount of clearing makes this application unlikely to have an appreciably impact on the average annual
maximum groundwater level. Due to the relatively small scale of clearing it is considered that the removal of
vegetation from the site would have no impact on peak flood height or duraiion.

Methodology  Site inspection (12/07/2006}

Planning mstrument, Native Title, Previous EPA decision or other matier.
Comments
A development application for additions to existing hostel facilities was todged with the Shire of Serpentine
Jarrahdale on 14 April 2008, On the agvice of the Depariment of Environment, this application was refarred 1o
the Environmental Protection Authority (EFPAS on 21 Decamber 2005, A favel of agsessment was set on 20

March 2006, as 'Not Assessed - Public Advice Given & Managed Under Pant V of the EP Act (Clearing). The
Public Advice provided by the EPA made recommendations as fo the conditions for the development approval.

The Depariment of Planning and Infrastructures Bush Forever Office advised that Lot 108 Turner Read lies
within Bush Forever site 321, but the proposed car park sile is in a degraded area and does not comtain DRF or
TEC. Bugh Forever suppor the construction of the carpark, subject to the preparation of an revised
Enviroramental Management Plan, which should include provisions for the effluent disposal system, and the
ongoing managemeant of Lot 108 and Reserve 37404, Bush Forever recommends that prior 1o commencemeni
of clearing, TEC should be fenced, a weed management slrategy be prepared and implemented, and the owner
should ensura that clearnng does not result in damage to the bushiand.

The Shire of Serpantine Jarrahdale have subsequeantly issued an aparoval for the proposed development,
subject to conditions, incorporating advice provided by the EPA and Bush Forever Office (TRIM ref: DOC2722),

Methodelogy

Purpose Method Applied Dacision Comment / recommendation

area (ha)f trees
Bulldingaor  Mechanical 013 Grant The assessable criteria have been addressed, and the proposed clearing may be at
Structure  Removal variance to Principles (), () and (h).

While the removal of vegetation may impact on the wetland and conservation values

of Brickwood Reserve, the threat of significant on-going weed invasion within the

TeC, as dentified by Synnx Environmenial Pty Lid (2008), is considered much more
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Hresly fo pose s significant risk. Whils the on-going managerment of Brickwooo
Reserve hag been condifioned in part through the Developmernt Approval resued by
the Shire of Serpentine Jorrahdels, the assessing officer recommends thal his
proposal be approved subjed to condificns relating o wead management and
adequate disback ygiens meathods

CALM Land clearing proposal advice. Advice to A/Director General, Department of Environment (Do), Department of
Conservation and Land Management, Waestern Australia. DoE TRIM ref HD25034.

Department of Natural Resources and Environment (2002) Biodiversity Action Planning. Action plarming for native biodiversity
=t multivle scates; catchment bioregional, landscape, tocal. Department of Natural Resources and Environment,
Victoria.

EPA (2000} Environmental protection of native vegetation in Western Australia. Cisaring of native vegetalion, with particular
reference to the agriculiural area. Position Statement No. 2. December 2000, Environmental Protection Authority.

EPA (2003) Guidance for the Assessment of Environmerdal Factors -level of assessment of proposals sffecting naturat areas
within the System 6 regton and Swan Coastal Plain portion of the System 1 Region. Report by the EPA under the
Environmental Protection Act 1986, No 10 WA,

Goavernment of Wastern Australia (1997) Wetlands Conservation Policy for Western Australia, Department of Conservation and
Land Management and the Water and Rivers Gommission, Perth WA,

Government of Wesiern Australia {2000} Bush Forever Volumes 1 and 2. Western Australian Planning Commission, Perth WA.

Heddle, E. M., Loneragan, Q. W., and Havel, J. J. (1980) Vegetation Complexes of the Darling System, Western Australia. in
Department of Conservation and Environmeant, Alias of Natural Resources, Darling System, Western Austrafia.

JANIS Forests Criteria {(1997) Naticnally agreed criteria for the establishment of a comprehensive, Adequate and
Rapresentative reserve System for Forests in Australia. A report by the Joint ANZECC/MMCFFA National Forest
Policy Statement Implementation Sub-commitiee. Regional Forests Agreement process. Commenwealth of
Australia, Canberra.

Keighery, B.1 {1894} Bushiand Plant Survey: A Guide to Plant Community Survey for the Community. Wildflower Society of
WA {Inc}. Nediands, Western Australia.

Shepherd, O.P., Beaston, G.R. and Hopking, A.J.M. (2001) Native Vegetation in Western Australia, Extent, Type and Status.
Resource Management Technical Report 249, Depariment of Agriculture, Westemn Australia.

Syrinx Environmental Ply Lid (2005). Graceford Hostel Environmental impact Assessment and Management Plan for Proposed
Extension.

Waler and Rivers Commission (2001}, Position Statemant. Wetlands.

Term Meaning

CALM Cepartment of Conservation and Land Management
DAVVA Department of Agricuifure

DEF Lepartment of kavironimental Frotection (now Dok
fiok Drepartment of Environment

DolR Cepartment of Industry and Rasources

OYRF Declared Rare Fiors

EPP Envirormenial Protection Policy

GIS Geographical Information System

ha Hectare (10.000 square metres)

TEC Threatened keological Community

WG Water and Rivers Commission {now Do)
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