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within the purpose permit that will be impacted by the proposed clearing.  

The vegetation is predominantly Jarrah-Marri forest, with the following vegetaton 
units occurring within this section of the road reserve:
 
 EmCcBl  Open forest of Corymbia calophylla and Eucalyptus marginata over 

sparse shrubland of Bossiaea linophylla over shrubland of Hibbertia 
hypericoides, Morelotia octandra and Macrozamia riedlei (95% of purpose 
permit area) 

 CcEmAs - Open forest of Corymbia calophylla and Eucalyptus marginata over 
open shrubland of Anarthria scabra, Bossiaea linophylla and Podocarpus 
drouynianus over shrubland of Hibbertia hypericoides and Morelotia octandra 
(5% of purpose permit area) 

 
At the regional scale, two vegetation complex types within the permit area, 
Cowaramup C1, and Wilyabrup W1, which have over 34% and 54% of the pre-
European extent remaining respectively.  
 
The vegetation within the road reserve is predominately in very good or excellent 
condition. The large tract of good quality, intact native vegetation within adjoining 
and nearby national parks provides far greater biodiversity and habitat 
connectivity values at the regional scale. It is therefore not expected that the 
clearing of up to 0.47 ha of vegetation along the existing cleared road verge will 
have a significant impact on flora or vegetation. 
 
Weeds occur in some sections of the road reserve, with the particularly invasive 
environmental weed Watsonia meriana subsp. bulbillifera, recorded at several 
locations. Best practice weed hygiene measures will be implemented during 
clearing and road construction activities to avoid the introduction and spread of 
weeds. 
 
There are no significant water courses or waterways intercepted by the road 
reserve. Part of the road upgrade involves building and/or replacing culverts, 
which will improve surface drainage, and will not alter surface flows or increase 
sediment movement into the environment. 
 
The Shire of Augusta Margaret River has intentionally designed the road 
reconstruction to minimize clearing of native vegetation as much as reasonably 
practicable. Diversion of the existing alignment slightly to the north is a critical 

funding for the road.  
 
The slight diversion of the road to the north will result in shifting the road away 
from the national park to the south, and therefore reduce the risk of edge effects 
and other long-term impacts to the national park. 
 
Revegetation of 0.47 ha of disturbed land within the Warner Glen Road Reserve 
is proposed as strategy for mitigating the impacts of clearing (see further detail in 
next section). This revegetation area could potentially focus on the south side of 
the road where the road has diverted to the north, in order to reinstate habitat and 
biodiversity values in this area where it adjoins the national park.  
 
Fauna 
 
One broad fauna habitat type was recorded within the purpose permit area  
Jarrah Marri Forest with areas of Karri over Peppermint, which was in good 
condition. Evidence of conservation significant black cockatoos (feeding residue 
from all 3 species) and western ringtail possum (scats) was observed within the 
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road reserve. 

The tree hollow assessment by SW Environmental found that 18 potential habitat 
trees comprising marri, jarrah and blackbutt, occurred within the 
2.2km section of road that will be part of the reconstruction project. Of the 18 DBH 
trees, one tree could potentially be impacted by the proposed clearing. This is a 
dead marri tree, of 50-75cm DBH in size, and was assessed as being a tree with 
suitable DBH, but without hollows. This tree is located on the northern edge of the 
current road where the road realignment will continue towards the north due to 
road safety design requirements.  
 
All efforts will be made to retain this tree, however if this is not possible due to its 
location, the Shire will engage a black cockatoo specialist to re-inspect the tree 
prior to clearing to determine whether there is evidence of any new usage by black 
cockatoo species. Should there be any evidence of current use of hollows for 
breeding/nesting by black cockatoo species, the Shire will not remove the tree or 
branches until usage of the hollow is complete.  
 
All other trees identified 
permit. 
 
In order to help mitigate the loss of one DBH tree, the Shire will install one artificial 
black cockatoo nesting tube at a suitable location nearby. This could be either on 
a Shire-managed reserve (e.g. Wadandi Trail Reserve No. 47049), within the road 
reserve, or potentially within the adjoining national park, subject to consultation 
with and the approval of DBCA.  
 
The installation of an artificial black cockatoo nest will be undertaken in 
accordance with DBCA guidelines.  
 
As mentioned above, impacts to local foraging habitat for black cockatoo species 
are expected to be minimal, due to the large intact tracts of native vegetation 
contained in conservation reserves within a 12 km radius of the site. These areas 
would provide abundant and good quality feed resources locally for black 
cockatoos, and the removal of up to 0.47 ha along the existing road edge is 
unlikely to affect the available foraging habitat. 
 
Nevertheless, the Shire will further mitigate impacts along the Warner Glen Road 
reserve through revegetation with species that will provide future nesting/breeding 
and foraging habitat for black cockatoo species and western ringtail possum. The 
Shire will revegetate 0.47 ha of disturbed land within the road reserve, with the 
aim of enhancing biodiversity and reinstating fauna habitat. Species will include a 
mix of marri, jarrah and peppermint tree, as well as local understorey species.  
 
The revegetation site/s could potentially focus on the south side of the road 
reserve where the road is diverted to the north, in order to reinstate habitat and 
biodiversity values in this area where it adjoins the national park. 
 
With regard to mitigation of potential impacts to other significant species such as 
western ringtail possum, the Shire will engage a qualified fauna spotter/handler to 
inspect vegetation prior to and during clearing, and to move any displaced animals 

Procedures to Minimise the Risk to 
Western Ringtail Possums during Vegetation Clearing and Building Demolition 
(2015). 
 
CONCLUSION AND MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The clearing of 0.47 ha of roadside vegetation within the Warner Glen Road 
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Reserve to allow for road reconstruction and widening is not considered to be at 
variance with the 10 clearing principles.
 
The Shire of Augusta Margaret River will implement the following measures to 
avoid, minimize or mitigate the impacts of clearing up to 0.47 ha of native 
vegetation along the Warner Glen Road Reserve. 
 
 The road reconstruction has been designed to minimise disturbance to native 

vegetation where possible through the project planning process. 
Retrenchment pruning will be implemented as an alternative to tree removal 
where possible, where branches pose a safety hazard. 

 The location of habitat trees ill be incorporated into the road 

 The Shire will engage a black cockatoo specialist to re-inspect one DBH tree 
that could potentially be impacted (dead marri, no hollows) prior to clearing to 
determine whether there is evidence of usage by black cockatoo species for 
breeding/nesting. Should there be any evidence of current use of 
breeding/nesting by black cockatoo species, the Shire will not remove the tree 
or branches until usage of the tree is complete.  

 The Shire will install one artificial black cockatoo nesting tube at a suitable site 
nearby, in accordance with DBCA guidelines. The site will be determined in 
consultation with and to the approval of DBCA and DWER. 

 To help to mitigate the loss of vegetation, the Shire will revegetate 0.47 ha of 
disturbed land within the road reserve, with the aim of enhancing biodiversity 
and reinstating fauna habitat. Species will include a mix of marri, jarrah and 
peppermint tree, as well as local understorey species. 

 Procedures to 
Minimise the Risk to Western Ringtail Possums during Vegetation Clearing 
and Building Demolition (DBCA, 2015), including the presence of a fauna 
spotter and handler on site prior to and during construction in order to inspect 
trees and manage any disturbed animals. 

 Existing surface drainage patterns will be maintained during road 
reconstruction, with no changes to surface hydrology or movement of 
sediment into the surrounding environment. 

 Best practice weed and dieback hygiene measures will be implemented during 
clearing and construction (clean vehicles and machinery prior to entering the 
site). 

 The Shire will consult with the local Parks and Wildlife Service office prior to 
road works to notify them of the works adjacent to Forest Grove National Park, 
and to discuss any on-ground issues. 
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