
0418 950 852

20 November 2022 

Department of Water and Environmental Regulation 
Locked Bag 10, Joondalup DC WA 6919 

info@dwer.wa.gov.au

To Whom it May Concern, 

RE – Lot 140 Lemercier Road, Cookernup - Clearing Permit Application  

Please find herein information pertaining to a clearing permit (area) application on behalf of Richard 
Lovegrove (the applicant). The applicant is seeking to improve onsite drainage and create a soak within 
their property at Lot 140 Lemercier Road, Cookernup (herein referred to as the subject site). The works will 
entail clearing of 0.34 ha of native tree species. Accordingly, to enable the progression of the project, a 
clearing permit pursuant to the Environmental Protection Act 1986 is required. 

Background 

The existing drainage channels within the subject site have undergone extensive, historical modification. 
Accordingly, the applicant is proposing to upgrade the existing drainage channel to improve flow, include 
nutrient stripping and add a soak. The realignment of the drainage channel will also enable irrigation of 
pasture via a pivot (refer to Figure 1).  The proposed works will entail the clearing of scattered native trees 
which remain within the paddocks. Consultation with the Department of Water and Environmental 
Regulation (DWER) regarding the proposed drainage upgrade has been undertaken (pers. comm. Kym 
Pennefather) 

As per Plates 1-2, the majority of this vegetation is comprised of Melaleuca rhaphiophylla trees over 
pasture, with very occasional Eucalyptus rudis trees (approximately three trees) bordering the existing 
drainage channel.  
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Plate 1. Melaleuca rhaphiophylla trees within the clearing footprint.

Plate 2. Very occasional Eucalyptus rudis trees within the clearing footprint
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Avoidance and Mitigation Measures 

The clearing footprint has been specifically designed to avoid any potential impacts to paddock trees which 
may constitute potential black cockatoo habitat, given that the subject site does contain mature marri 
trees. 

To avoid any direct or indirect impacts to other vegetation within or adjacent to the subject site, the 
applicant has committed to the following mitigation measures: 

 Prior to clearing commencing, the clearing footprint will be clearly demarcated with flagging 
tape.

Impact Assessment 

Any clearing of native vegetation requires a permit in accordance with Part V of the Environmental 
Protection Act 1986 (EP Ac), except where an exemption applies under Schedule 6 of the Act or is prescribed 
by regulation in the Environmental Protection (Clearing Native Vegetation) Regulations 2004.  

The clearing of native vegetation for the purpose of upgrading the drainage channel and establishing a soak 
will require an approved clearing permit. Clearing applications are assessed against the Ten Clearing 
Principles outlined in Schedule 5 of the EP Act. These principles aim to ensure that all potential impacts 
resulting from the removal of native vegetation can be assessed in an integrated manner. 

An examination of the Ten Clearing Principles based upon a site visit and desktop information is provided 
below. 
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Summary

The above assessment of the proposed clearing against the Ten Clearing Principles demonstrates that the 
clearing is not at variance to any of the Principles. Furthermore, given the completely degraded condition 
of the vegetation and the very small disturbance footprint, it is anticipated that there will be no residual 
impacts that will require the implementation of offsets.  

I trust this information is sufficient for your purposes. Should you have any queries or require further 
information, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned.

Yours sincerely,

Kirsten Muir-Thompson

Principal Consultant

Mobile  0418 950 852
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