


We believe that the amount of clearing is a reasonably small area. Whilst it would be preferable to 
not have to do any clearing, and we did try to see if there was another option, at least it seems like 
this is not a very significantly sized area. We would suggest that almost all the vegetation in the 
clearing area are small diameter paperbark (Melaleuca rhaphiophylla) trees that have regrown in the 
area, with just a few other trees/shrubs (see photos at the end of this document). Subdivision was 
done in the second half of the 1980's and many trees in the vicinity had been cleared at that time. 
Aerial imagery from 1981 (Landgate, 2022) shows very few trees in that area; the next useful image 
from Landgate is from 2000 and there may be the very start of some regrowth occurring in that 
image, although it seems like a fire ( or something) may have effectively cleared most of the 
immediate area again sometime between 2000 and 2003. By 2010 it seems like a row of small 
paperbark trees were established within the roadside drain in the proposed clearing area. 
Presumably these trees have been pruned down periodically to keep them below the overhead 3-

phase power lines, which perhaps partly explains their comparatively small size in contrast, for 
example, to those along the creek on our property, which seem to have regrown into a decent sized 
stand of paperbark trees between 1981 (when they appear to have been thinned out along the creek 
quite a lot) and 2000 by which time there were many more trees along the creek. Their canopies 
have grown significantly between 2000 and the present day, despite maybe also having had some 
kind of setback between 2000 and 2003. In contract, the trees in the proposed clearing area have 
had limited opportunity to grow given their restraints vertically and horizontally due to the adjacent 
road and overhead power lines. 

We believe that if Western Power or the Shire of Gingin were clearing the trees in the proposed 
clearing area, they would have an exemption under the 'Environmental Protection Act 1986', 
'Schedule 6- Clearing for which a clearing permit is not required', clause 10B, which states that a 
permit is not required for: "10B.Clearing that is done by the occupier of land, or an energy operator, 
under the Energy Operators (Powers) Act 1979 section 54." The 'Energy Operators (Powers) Act 
1979', section 54, clause 1, states that "(l) It shall be the duty of the occupier of any land on or over 
which vegetation is growing to fell or lop, or to remove or otherwise deal with, in such manner as is 
reasonable in the circumstances, so much of any vegetation as is necessary to prevent it interfering 
with or obstructing, or becoming likely to interfere with or obstruct, the construction, maintenance 
or safe use of any supply system." ( emphasis added) 

However, given Western Power have asked us to gain approval for, and undertake, the clearing we 
have been advised, via the emails in the table above, that this exemption does not apply in this 
instance as we are not the owners of the land on which the clearing is to take place. Nonetheless, we 
hope that the necessity for us to connect power to our lot is evident and that, given the proposed 
area is reasonably small and not within a designated environmentally sensitive area, it may be 
acceptable for the clearing to take place. If possible to expedite the process in any way then that 
would be greatly appreciated given how long we have already had to wait for the Western Power 
design/quote. 

Photos of the clearing area are included in the remainder of this document. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Shane David Ray My Tien (Angela) Ray 
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